1991 mazda miata problems

If we open up the front engine cover, we see that the above pulley is attached to a gear on the
crankshaft. The miata crankshaft failure is very simple in natur e. It starts if the crank bolt gets
loose! No one guarantees this Loctite Fix will work on your car. That's why there is a risk of
wasting time and energy. If you are a do-it-yourselfer though, it may be worth your effort. I can
be reached with the user name hsue My web provider is wideopenwest. At the lower front of
your engine, the crankshaft pulley does the work of spinning your alternator and water pump. If
your car has air conditioning or power steering, this pulley spins those accessories too. More
info on Miata. The gear is aligned with a key to the crankshaft. If the bolt comes loose, the gear
be free to wear away at the keyway. Here are three examples. And as the keyway wears, the
position of the gear changes, which affects the alignment of the timing belt. As a result, the
camshaft timing becomes retarded. As the keyway wears further, the timing becomes more
retarded, and the engine has less power. The loss of power is a gradual process, so most
owners don't notice it until the car becomes very slow. If ignored, the nose of the crankshaft
can break off. What to Do if It Fails? Replace the crankshaft. A robust fix. Replace with a used
engine. Also a robust fix. Perhaps weld the gear in place. Some risk of failure. Try the Loctite Fix
described in this web site. Contacts I can be reached with the user name hsue My web provider
is wideopenwest. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also
provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed
decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of used car
you're interested in and then select a prew-owned vehicle from our massive database to find
cheap used cars for sale near you. Once you have identified a used or CPO vehicle you're
interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out
what other owners paid for the Used Mazda MX-5 Miata Convertible. Is it better to lease or buy a
car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a
financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off
the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less
expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive
a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. For Sale
Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP
Code. See all for sale. Find savings on the MX-5 Miata for sale near you. See Pricing. Sign up for
price drop alerts. Be the first to know when prices drop near Edmunds' Expert Review. Special
edition painted British Racing Green; 4, units produced. ABS is a new option. Read more. Write
a review See all 30 reviews. After owning it for 20 years, still a great car! In , fresh out of college,
I bought a Miata. I figured that I may be married with kids when I buy my next car, so this was
my one chance to buy an impractical sportscar. I test drove a bunch, the Miata wasn't the
fastest but it was easily the most fun to drive, so that was that. It's been a great car! Not only
has it been a lot of fun, with great handling and a peppy feel, but it's been incredibly reliable.
Other than regular maintenance, the only problem has been a replacement of the clutch
cylinders. Now here I am, 20 years later, this is still the only car I've ever owned and it's running
strong. Read less. Best Car I've ever owned. This is an extremely easy car to work on. I am a
woman with no mechanical experience. I've done all my own repair work. It is a blast to drive,
very reliable. Tons of accessories you can buy, and Miata clubs everywhere. It's kindof like a
little cult. Fantastic car that is very fun to drive. I purchased my 91 Miata MX5 a year ago with 89,
miles on it. My intentions where to restore the car within a reasonable budget and this has been
accomplished. I had new front custom bumper added with new driver side fender, and trim mold
plate in the rear replaced. I also had new timing belt, water pump, spark plugs, spark plug wires,
front and rear axle, cv joints, upper and lower bearings replaced, radiator flushed, and painted
As well as a new canvas soft top, Bluetooth radio, new seats and interior trim replaced. The car
is now mechanically and aesthetically sound for a very reasonable amount. Hubby presented
this little hummer to me 16 years ago and I have loved it ever since. I am always getting praise
and nice comments from people everywhere I go. I had to buy some Beach Boy CD's when I first
got it because no rock 'n roll music was capable of expressing or understanding my feelings
when I "gaaazoom" down the highway with my hair blowing about wildly. It's a very dependable
car and amazingly gutsy. With 26, miles on it, the most I have needed on it was oil changes, tire
rotated, new tires, lubes, and antifreeze system cleanout. This is one of my greatest cars-too
bad we have so many icy roads where we live. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating.
Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full
safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 5 average Rating out of 1 reviews.
Sponsored cars related to the MX-5 Miata. Sign Up. Available styles include 2dr Convertible, and
Special 2dr Convertible. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds
also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed
decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're

interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned
vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check
the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid
for the Used Mazda MX-5 Miata. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll
probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true,
provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the
car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a
month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three
years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View
Photos. Appraise this car. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds'
Expert Review. Special edition painted British Racing Green; 4, units produced. ABS is a new
option. Read more. Write a review See all 30 reviews. After owning it for 20 years, still a great
car! In , fresh out of college, I bought a Miata. I figured that I may be married with kids when I
buy my next car, so this was my one chance to buy an impractical sportscar. I test drove a
bunch, the Miata wasn't the fastest but it was easily the most fun to drive, so that was that. It's
been a great car! Not only has it been a lot of fun, with great handling and a peppy feel, but it's
been incredibly reliable. Other than regular maintenance, the only problem has been a
replacement of the clutch cylinders. Now here I am, 20 years later, this is still the only car I've
ever owned and it's running strong. Read less. Best Car I've ever owned. This is an extremely
easy car to work on. I am a woman with no mechanical experience. I've done all my own repair
work. It is a blast to drive, very reliable. Tons of accessories you can buy, and Miata clubs
everywhere. It's kindof like a little cult. Fantastic car that is very fun to drive. I purchased my 91
Miata MX5 a year ago with 89, miles on it. My intentions where to restore the car within a
reasonable budget and this has been accomplished. I had new front custom bumper added with
new driver side fender, and trim mold plate in the rear replaced. I also had new timing belt, water
pump, spark plugs, spark plug wires, front and rear axle, cv joints, upper and lower bearings
replaced, radiator flushed, and painted As well as a new canvas soft top, Bluetooth radio, new
seats and interior trim replaced. The car is now mechanically and aesthetically sound for a very
reasonable amount. Hubby presented this little hummer to me 16 years ago and I have loved it
ever since. I am always getting praise and nice comments from people everywhere I go. I had to
buy some Beach Boy CD's when I first got it because no rock 'n roll music was capable of
expressing or understanding my feelings when I "gaaazoom" down the highway with my hair
blowing about wildly. It's a very dependable car and amazingly gutsy. With 26, miles on it, the
most I have needed on it was oil changes, tire rotated, new tires, lubes, and antifreeze system
cleanout. This is one of my greatest cars-too bad we have so many icy roads where we live.
Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not
Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed
5 average Rating out of 1 reviews. Sponsored cars related to the MX-5 Miata. Sign Up. Mazda
started life as a general industrial manufacturer in , switching to car manufacture for the
domestic Japanese market in the s with the three-wheeled Mazda-Go auto rickshaw. The R was
still on the go in , among several other sports car models that Mazda has developed over the
years. Compared to other roadsters of a similar standard, the Miata is too expensive for what
you get; the MX-5 is definitely no supercar! Few families would opt for a sports car as their main
vehicle, but it is not that unusual these days for couples to have one car each. A roadster might
seem like a great option for a second car, but the Mazda Miata is one of the most impractical
sports cars on the market. It is a two-seater, with no space behind those front seats even for
storage. The Mazda Miata is a convertible, which is great if you are lucky enough to live
somewhere with warm, sunny weather. If not, then Mazda MX-5 owners are going to spend a lot
of time driving with the top up, which creates a new problem for taller drivers. A lack of space is
perhaps the defining problem with the Mazda MX The actual size of the Mazda Miata trunk is just
4. Space for passengers and luggage may not be a high priority for motorists in the market for a
sports car, but one thing that drivers will expect is speed. While the Mazda Miata looks sporty,
its performance on the road does leave something to be desired when you get behind the wheel.
The vehicles have a very low ground clearance of just a few inches, which can make it difficult
for anyone to enter or exit the car without losing their dignity. If the top is down, you have a little
bit of room for maneuver, but with the top down any movement is severely restricted. Aside
from taking care not to bang your head on the low roof, ladies, in particular, need to be careful
that they exit the Miata with a little poise. To be fair to the Mazda Miata, sports cars are not
generally bought for their winter driving ability. Convertible cars are a terrible idea in places
where the temperature regularly drops below freezing, even with the roof up, as there are still
plenty of gaps that allow icy winds to get inside the cabin. Looking at the side view of the Mazda
Miata, the compact size of the cabin is obvious. This is going to make rear visibility difficult ,

even with the use of the rear-view and side mirrors, as the driver will always have a chunk of the
car sitting in his eye-line when he tries to look behind him on the road. The vehicle has
something of a poor reputation among male drivers, as it is seen as being a sports car for
women. By Natasha Brown Published Jun 24, Share Share Tweet Email Comment. Via
motorauthority. Via wtop. Via 6speedonline. Via wheels. Via dailyrecord. Via autoguide. Via
chicagotribune. Via myautoworld. Via cargurus. And They're Not From Mercedes. It looks like
you're new here. If you want to get involved, click one of these buttons! Howdy, Stranger! Sign
in or Register. On Edmunds. Visit Edmunds How-To Guides. Service Centers in. Browse Forums
by:. What Edmunds Says Pros. March edited March in Mazda. Talk about Miata problems and
share solutions with other owners here. March My Miata had only miles on it when I bought it in
' I drive it only about miles each year and store it over the winter. About 4 years ago the engine
developed a hiccup, especially at slow speeds. Also, there's a strong exhaust smell in the trunk.
I put in new plugs in , and the mechanic said I'm not "winding it up" enough. So I've taken it on
longer and faster runs, but to no avail. Last year I bought a new battery. The inside of the trail
pipe looks sooty. Any idea on what's causing the engine to miss will be appreciated. However
my roof top latch on the right side will not lock into place. Should have guessed that, I was
wondering if I order the part myself would a person with no car expereince be able to install it.
Unless someone has some other trouble shooting ideas. My Miata with 52K miles is running
fine. Last night the Check Engine light came on. Manual indicates an fan belt alternator issue.
What else should I be looking for? Hi, I just bought a Miata with 92k miles. I am thinking to have
Timing Belt and Water Pump replaced eventhough the user's manual recommends to change
Timing Belt at k miles, is it too early to replace timing belt at 92k miles? My second question:
when timing belt is replaced, is it a good idea to also replace the tensioners tensioners really
exist around some belts? I am not sure if the Miata has any drive-belt tensioners or any timing
belt tensioners? One last question please: what can go wrong or get damaged if any of the
tensioners fail to work during driving? Thanks so much. Miata Lover. April I just bought a turbo
Mazda, and really don't know that much about Mazda'a per se. But what is important is to find
out if any damage is done when the timing belt breaks. I also own an old Lexus, and they have a
super owner's club. It turns out that if the belt breaks, you're stuck at the side of the road-but
there is no damage to the car. Thus many owners have original timing belts with more than ,
miles. Right, miles. My Lexus has , miles, and an original belt. Runs like a top, but I had to have
a convertible-living in Vegas. Tensioners should be fine. My advice is to putt along, until either
the water pump leaks, or the belt breaks. Too often, preventive maintenance is used by
mechanics, and especially dealers, to screw the owners. I knew that the only obvious problem
was a small plastic part that fell into the passenger side, so I asked him to reinstall that part,
and that I'd think about that big repair. If I wasn't such a dummy, it should have cost me
nothing. Watch out for the crooks I going to buy a 94 miata with 88,k miles on the car. My
mechanic said that the only problem with the car is that the oil pan begin to leak and it needs to
be change. I drive a Mazda Miata that the mileage is almost K, I plan to get a new car in early
What is the life expectancy for mazda miata? I drive less than miles per month. I just had a K
service few months ago and it drives well. Any information will be appreciate it! Yep that's not a
hard job. With proper maintenance it's not unheard of for these cars to go in excess of , miles.
I'm with Doog Basically, the tensioner is a spring loaded pully that puts pressure on your belts
so that they don't slip or come off the respective pully s the belts are on. The most typical
indication your tensioner is beginning to fail is a squealing sound. Occasionally, if the bearing
"go", the pully will freeze or lock up and put alot of resistance on your belt s. You will smell the
burning rubber at that point. I was wondering if a standard miata model have the rear window
defroster, mine is plastic and its has some scratches in the rear window but the top are excelent
condition outside, but inside there is a little rip by the zipper. I was planning of want to replace a
brand new top, and it is hard to install the whole convertible top by yourself at home? Thanks
all who responsed to my previous question "What Tensioners replaced at 92k miles? Thanks
again. It's easy if you have four arms. Seriously convertible top installation is a complex task
involving extensive fitting, gluing, measuring and stretching. I replaced mine myself last
summer. It was an unpleasant but not impossible task. Be sure you get a new top with the rain
rail already installed to save yourself some hassle. The information you received is correct. On
some cars, if the timing belt breaks while the engine is running, you can cause extensive
damage to the engine. Basically, on some cars, when the timing belt breaks, a piston can come
into contact with the valves and damage both, the piston s and valve s. Some engines are not
configured this way and won't be damaged in the event a timing belt breaks. Unfortunately, I
don't know whether or not the Miata engine will be damaged. Two suggestions. First, make sure
you change your timing belt at the recommended interval s in your manual. Second, check your
manual or contact a local Mazda service department. They should be able to provide you with

this answer to your question. Happy motoring! You'll need to be towed, but your engine will be
fine. No timing belt, no drivey. I bought my Miata with , miles on it and I have no idea when the
timing belt was last replaced if ever. Someday, maybe I'll get in there and inspect it, but it's not
something I'm freaking out about. Now if it was a Honda I'dve had it replaced months ago, just
to be sure. I have a Miata with 56K miles. Recently I began hearing some chatter coming from
the transmission area while the engine is running, clutch is disengaged, and in neutral. I had a
similar noise coming from my S-5 pickup and it was the throw out bearing's lack of grease.
Does the Miata have a grease fitting on the bell housing somewhere to grease the throw out
bearing mechanism? Does anyone have any information on the new zipperless tops with glass
window. I currently have a zipper top with glass window and find it very difficult to put the
window back up. There are many vendors that can be found in the "marketplace" section of
Miata. Hi all, I have a miata and it is running fine now. It's about time to replace its timing belt
and water-pump. I am not an auto-mechanic but I could be very handy when fixing things
around the house and minor things on the car. I bought a Miata workshop book which has all
the detail instructions to replace timing belt and water-pump. My question is: - is it worth time,
effort, and any risk of damaging the car? Thanks much in advance! Miata lover. Someone stole
my fender liner in school on the driver side so does anybody know where i can get another
fender liner for cheap. I am also looking for a bargain deal on the Robbins top with glass
window. To do your timing belt and water pump, you will need some special tools like a timing
light. If you are really considering doing it yourself, let me recommend to you Keith Tanner's
Miata projects book. Buy it and read it and decide if its still something you want to mess with.
I'm trying to replace the small gasket that attaches to the stick and bolts to the top of the
transmission. I need some help on how to remove the old one and put the new on on. BTW, it'll
help to lube up the new boot with some motor oil or whatever you're using for turret oil before
trying to slip it on. Mine broke at something thousand miles. The engine just shut down on the
highway. I didn't know what was wrong at the time, so I pushed in the clutch and then let it back
out again while I was still going pretty fast to try to restart the engine. It sounded terrible. Turns
out, it was the timing belt gear at the end of the crank shaft chewing up the notches on the belt I
don't remember the website now, but I found one that said the Miata has a 'non-interference'
engine. In other words, it has enough clearance so the valves don't pound holes in the pistons
when you do what I did. It took me a while to figure out the belt was the problem. It didn't really
break. It just lost a bunch of the notches on it. When I took the cover off the cam-sprockets and
turned the ignition and they didn't move, I knew what was up. I read all sorts of horror stories
about how hard it was to line the cam sprockets, the crank gear, and the belt. Every site said to
be sure and mark all these or even split the old belt in half down the middle before taking it off
to maintain this alignment while putting on the new belt, but my alignment was already toast.
They said exactly how to line everything up with the marks on the engine. My Miata runs great
now. I've put another 20k miles on it since then. I love it May My 99 has about 85K miles and is
not running or sounding too great. I can feel a pretty stout but fast vibration in the gear shift
while accelerating. Also, the engine while accelerating, is coughing and while climbing a hill the
other day it sounded like it backfired. It will also miss if I am just revving the engine and it only
does it at the very beginning. Could this be as simple as a fuel filter? I have a 91 MX-5 and need
the panel that is between the rear bumper and the trunk cover. It is about 8 inches high,
contains the key lock for the trunk, and is shattered in my car. I also want a source for new
convertible tops for the vehicle. Does anyone know how to describe the body part I need?
Maybe a link to an exploded view of the body parts? If you still have your original spark plug
wires, replace them. They are long overdue. If the spark plugs have been in there awhile, it
would be a good idea to just change them too while you are "in there". Hi all, I am in the process
of replacing my Miata 94' 's timing belt. I am having trouble to remove the CrankShaft pulley bolt
the big 21mm bolt. I cannot unscew this bolt by turning it, a couple questions: - I am not
positive about turning this bolt counter-clockwise or clockwise for unscrewing it - which
direction is correct? It's already very tight. My workshop's book tells me this but I don't quite
understand: " Manual transmission cars which is my car can be put in first gear and have their
roadwheels chocked to lock the crankshaft". I remember the original orientation of the left
cam-sprocket before I turned it the angle-degree relative of clock's position of letter E on left
cam-sprocket , if I turn it forward clockwise back to the original orientation, would that be
correct? Any tips or pointers to the recommended procedures website, etc. Thanks in advance!
I am also in the market for a new soft-top. I should have mentioned plugs and wires aren't two
years old. The check engine light just came on, so I guess I will have to take it to the shop. I
didn't want to do that since I am low on money. I just took my Miata to the local dealer and they
did a diagnostic for free and then told me how to fix it myself. Too cool! I figured out how to lock
crankshaft in order to remove the crankshaft pulley bolt 21mm , if you have manual

transmission then put it in 5th gear unlike what my workshop book tells me to put it in 1st gear.
Well I guess my radiator has finally kicked the bucket At first I thought it was just a worn out
cap but when I put in some coolant to refill what had leaked out, the whole radiator was leaking
from where the plastic meets the metal at the top. So I decided to order a new double-core
radiator from PBC. I'll probably take out the old radiator tomorrow and put the new one in
whenever it comes in I have a Miata and was wondering whether others use premium as the fuel
of choice. Edmunds says regular and the manual says either You can run 87 unless you have
the turbo but you may experience some knocking due to the predetonation. My 02 ran noticably
smoother on Basically I am looking for a new top with glass window, no-zipper, and the color
Tan. I disconnected the spark plug wires. I checked the rotation direction of the pully by having
my wife turn the key. Then I used a pipe on the end of the socket and breaker bar and let it
extend to the ground so the ground would stop the socket from turning. I bumped the key and
let the starter turn the crankshaft and pully while the bolt stayed stationary and scr
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ewed out. This could create a lot of damage if you don't proceed carefully and make certain
everything is placed properly and securely. Only bump the starter. Proceed at your own risk It's
a brilliant idea and takes no physical labor. Hi I have a Miata that seems to miss or hesitate
looses power once it warms up. I am planning on rpl plugs,wires and fuel filter. The car has 80,
miles on it. June I wonder what others get for gas mileage from their old miata about 10 years
old or so. If my is an unusual low gas mileage then what can I do to improve my gas mileage? I
already replaced sparkplugs, sparkplug wires, air filter, and fuel filter. My with , miles gets about
27 mpg on average and I drive it like I stole it according to everyone who knows me anyway If
you're only getting 20 mpg, something is wrong. The 5 speed trans in my 90 miata has failed.
DOes anyone know up to what year the trans is the same and will bolt right in? The interior
fabric on the top has faded due to sun exposure.

