1997 honda accord radiator fan not working

To ensure optimal performance and lifespan, your engine must not overheat. Working as part of
the engine cooling system alongside coolant, a radiator fan blows cool air through the radiator
as a means of heat transfer to prevent the engine from overheating. The problem of the radiator
fan not working will cause tremendous damage to the engine and thus must receive immediate
attention when it arises. Learn how a radiator and a radiator fan work, how to diagnose the
issue of radiator fan not working and the common causes. Everything that affects the proper
working of your engine is of top priority, after the engine itself. Another component that can
render engine dysfunction and failure is the radiator. Quite different from the radiator of your
home, a radiator in a car is a vital part of its engine cooling system. The engine runs your car by
generating combustion inside the combustion chamber, and along with it also a large amount of
friction. This results in a whole lot of heat inside the engine. When the thermostat in front of the
engine detects that the engine reaches a dangerous temperature, the radiator then kicks in by
releasing a mixture of water and coolant to quickly cool down the engine. There is a sensor on
the bottom passenger side of the radiator. It does the job of taking notes of coolant
temperature. The fan should also turn on after switching on the air conditioner. Turn the air
conditioning to the maximum setting, this should spark the cooling fan to immediately come on.
In older cars, this typically takes about minutes for the engine to reach the right temperature. All
you have to do is lift the engine hood and listen closely for the sound of the fan. The best of
modern cars have very quiet engines and so, it may not be easy to figure out the sound while
you are inside the car. Yes, your car can still run without a radiator fan, but you never should.
What causes cooling fans not to come on? It is a very common problem that results in radiator
fan failure: the fuse may burn off or simply fall off. You will need to replace the fuse of the
radiator fan in case it is not working or is absent. You have to check the voltage of a few fuses
in the under-dash fuse box number 3, 15, and 20 and under-hood fuse box number 47 and Kick
off the engine or switch the ignition key off to IG2. The black multimeter probe will go to the
negative battery terminal for under-hood fuses or a metal ground point on the car for
under-dash fuses. Touch the red probe to any of the two contacts and take the reading. The
value should be around 12 volts. No need to worry about recording the precise voltage reading
because it varies due to several factors including the alternator output and the charge in the
battery. Touch the robe to another contact and take the reading. Simply unplug both the wires,
negative as well as positive. The standard direct current they must put out is 12v approx. Take a
voltmeter and check for the presence of current. If there is none in either or both, you will need
to replace it. You will be able to locate the fan relay under the hood. Check for current from relay
till the fan. That is where the current needs to flow. If there is voltage present there, a fault in the
fan is the reason for the radiator fan not working. It is then, the fan that you will need to replace.
The fan clutch is responsible for attaching the radiator fan to the engine and makes it work. It is
the usual wear and tear over the years that may cause the springs in the clutch to corrode or
even burn out. If you cannot find any other radiator fan problems , the clutch is most likely the
cause. Inadequate coolant level in the engine can also cause fan failure. Simply look at the
coolant reservoir and check if the level is up to the requisite maximum mark. Temperature
sensor is the mechanism that decides when the radiator fan must kick into action. It does so by
reading the temperature of the cooling system. You are likely to find this sensor in the
thermostat cover. If not, you will have to have it replaced. If t he problem of the radiator fan not
working still persists , you can check the fan by connecting a different power source to it, that is
direct battery power. First, unplug the wiring connector. Check for any damage and clean the
connector. Ensure that the wires are firmly attached and are not damaged. Then, look at the
wires and identify which ones are power wires and which ones are ground wires to avoid any
confusion. Next, connect the battery negative to the ground side of the fan connector, then
connect the positive battery to the other wire. You may need to look at your vehicle repair
manual to see if your vehicle has a 4-wire terminal or three terminals, with two for power and
one for ground wires. After being connected to the battery, your radiator fan should start
running. Since the radiator is right at the front, your mechanic does not have to open any other
component to remove the radiator fan. Replacing a radiator is a laborious process, and the time
duration varies depending on the skills of the service person. A professional mechanic is
unlikely to take more than 2 to 3 hours. It could take another 30 minutes to one hour because
the process involves some extra services like removing coolant, broken belts, and a few other
things, if necessary. Experts may need two to three hours for the installation. You may need
more time depending on the conditions of some other parts. If the car is old, there is a
possibility that electrical connectors and terminals are damaged and the fasteners are broken.
You will need to repair and replace these parts for the radiator to resume its operation. Some
mechanics may also want to change the antifreeze and replace the radiator hoses. Tsukasa
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It is the last line of defense between you and an overheating engine. Just because the radiator
fan is not on does not mean that it is not working. They are designed to only run when needed.
There are a few simple reasons that the fan would not be cycling on. If it is blown, replacing the
fuse will only solve the problem for a very limited period of time. Unless the wiring issue is
fixed, the fuse will blow again. The wiring harness itself can go bad. Your author has personally
had a shredded tire completely pull the fan wiring out of his vehicle. It can happen. The fan
wiring is some of the more vulnerable wiring in your Accord. You can test the voltage going
from the fan relay to the fan itself. This video from Ratchets and Wrenches is a phenomenal
resource on how to properly diagnose a wiring problem. Your engine temperature sensor is
responsible for relaying your engine temp to the ECU. Once the temp gets so hot, the ECU
commands the radiator fan to come on. Depending on the model year and engine, the location
varies. If it does end up being this sensor, they are very affordable. Without the coolant hitting
the sensor, the temp reading will be significantly lower than the actual engine temp. Adding
coolant to a radiator dry enough not to trigger the engine temp sensor can cause problems from
drastic temperature change. Let it cool down first. Like any other clutch, a fan clutch will wear
out over time. If everything else seems on the up and up, the springs in the fan clutch have
worn past the point of proper function and can no longer do their job. Of all the ones listed
above, start with the coolant level, then check the fuse. Fan Clutch Like any other clutch, a fan
clutch will wear out over time. If there is anything that you would like to add, please leave a
comment below. Good luck!! Radiator fans are not coming on and just noticed that the coolant
temperature sensor is broken. Fuses are not blown, not sure about fan relay though. Question
is. Does the sensor operate the fans? Or could it be the relay or a short in the circuit
somewhere? The fans do operate by jumping battery direct. Any help is greatly appreciated. Do
you. Greetings The coolant temperature sensor lets the fan's relay know when to open and
close the circuite, so if the sensor is bad then it will not allow the fans to operate. Was this
answer. Now on the Accord the coolant sensor is the broken sensor I have which is on the side
of the block and not the sensor on thermostat housing correct? The one on the thermostat is to
signal the gauge right? The sensor near the thermostat is for the temperature gauge, yes. The
accord actually has a radiator fan switch, not a sensor image below. Is this the part you are
talking about being broken? Image Click to enlarge. So your saying that its the Radiator Fan
Switch thats bad? There's just a plug there. Yeah, the coolant temp gauge sending unit is only
for the 98 and 99 models, the ECT sensor replaces that sending unit on your model so you will
have the ECT sensor and the fan switch. The best place to start diagnosing a faulty fan would
be fuses and the relay though as they are the cheapest and easiest to test. But since the ECT is
bad on yours, that is most likely at fault. Ok, great. Im replacing the ECT now and hope thats it.
The fuses and relay are fine. So if after replacing the ECT and fans still dont come on then its
probably the fan switch correct? I'll keep ya posted. Thx Was this answer. The fan switch which
is the one on top of the thermostat housing right? Yes, that is correct. The switch is on top of
the tstat housing as shown in the previous graphic. Let me know how it goes. I sure will. I have
Honda Accord with K miles. The radiator fan is not working properly; the fan motor goes on
before the engine is on. I have noticed when the motor goes on and off a clicking noise is
coming. I checked coolant level which is OK. I have tried a new relay but this did not fix the
problem. Do you have any suggestions? I am hoping this is something minor and a simple fix.
Thanks for any help you may have for me. Check the thermo-switch radiator fan switch that
switch turn on and off the cooling fan as soon as the temperature reaches the specific
temperature in this case degrees F. Hello Again. The radiator fan switch its located on
thermostat housing. If you need the wiring schematic just let me know! Good Luck! After five
minutes of stop and go traffic, I looked down to my board and saw the temperature needle rising
tours the hot area. I immediately stopped and opened the hood. I noticed that for some reason
the cooling fan were not working. I went back to the car and shot off the engine. As soon as I
took the key out the cooling fan started working. Then I put the car in switch and the cooling fan
stopped working again. After this, both of the cooling fans started working. After three minutes
the car started overheating again and I repeated the same operation. I turned off the AC and left

the car running and it started overheating again. The cooling fans at no point came on. I then
turned off the car and the fan started working. I checked the cooling fan fuse and it's okay. I
checked the cooling fan relay under the hood since I have had the same exact problem with an
Accord LX-I I had own previously and it ended up being the cooling fan relay. The power
window relay and the cooling fan are exactly the same. I swapped relays just to se if the
problem could off been the relay but not even with the relay swap the fans worked. After I swap
the relays I started the car again and let it run and it started overheating again. You probably
have a temperature sensor that has failed. This can be verified by scanning the computer. I
don't know much about cars. What could it be? The cooling fans do not work upon starting
vehicle. They only work when a certain temperature is reached and that triggers the cooling fan
switch to activate the cooling fan relays and cooling fans. Recently my car overheated, then I
changed the thermostat and it runs great, it does not overheat anymore but the cooling fans do
not turn on. I also tested the fans motors directly from the battery and they do work, also
checked the fuses and they're fine, so I think it could be either the fan switch or the cooling fan
control. What can you tell me? I've checked the relays under the hood behind the glove box,
switching the power windows relay with the fan relay, they seem fine. Please login or register to
post a reply. Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! How to test the radiator fan relay's
circuits in the under-hood fuse box. The results of your tests will help you troubleshoot the
reason your Honda Accord's radiator fan motor isn't working. Although this info applies to any
4 cylinder Honda Accord, the basic testing procedure in each test step can by applied to any
Honda. Since in this tutorial we're only troubleshooting the fan relay and its circuits, you'll find
the radiator fan motor test here: How To Test The Radiator Fan Motor Honda 2. If the radiator
fan motor relay fails, the most obvious symptom that your Honda Accord will experience is
overheating due to radiator fan not coming on. The radiator fan relay is located in the
under-hood fuse box see the illustrations in the image viewer. The radiator fan relay socket in
the under-hood fuse box has four female terminals. Each terminal provides a specific signal.
Since we're gonna' be testing these radiator fan relay circuits in the under-hood fuse box ,
here's a brief description of each:. There are four separate tests in this tutorial and each one is
designed to take the complete novice through the entire troubleshooting experience in a
step-by-step way. I like the whooshing sound they make as they fly by. As an Amazon
Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product
links from this website. Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic
testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2 Page 3. In this tutorial, I'm
gonna' show you how to test the fan relay and more importantly Contents of this tutorial:. All
Articles: Honda 2. Applies To:. Honda Vehicles: Accord , , , , Do NOT follow this link or you will
be banned from the site! In this tutorial, I'm gonna' show you how to test the radiator fan motor
on your Honda Accord in a step-by-step manner. So, if you're Honda has been overheating and
you suspect the radiator fan motor has failed.. Since the radiator fan motor is one of the
principal components of the engine's cooling system NOTE: An overheating engine runs the
risk of blowing its head gasket, so if your Honda is overheating, you should park it and get the
problem diagnosed and repaired. There's a good chance your Honda has 2 fan motors. The one
on the passen
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ger side of the engine compartment is the radiator fan motor and the one on the driver side is
the condenser fan motor see photo in the image viewer. Since this is an in-depth tutorial, with
several tests, on how to diagnose the radiator fan motor on your Honda Accord, I'm gonna' give
you a brief summary of the tests I'm gonna' be showing you how to do. NOTE: You can modify
the above tests to suit your particular diagnostic needs. As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a
small commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product links from this website.
Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to
help you solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2 Page 3. Testing the radiator fan motor is not hard
and it's something that you can do yourself. I'm also gonna' show you were you can buy it and
save some bucks. Contents of this tutorial:. All Articles: Honda 2. Applies To:. Honda Vehicles:.
Do NOT follow this link or you will be banned from the site!

