2000 mustang gt fuel pump

Replacing the fuel pump of a Ford Mustang can be done in a home garage without any special
tools. Because this project involves removing the gas tank, safely run the tank as close to
empty as possible. Have an empty gas can on hand to hold the remaining gas from the tank.
The job should take a few hours. Relieve the fuel pressure. Unplug the fuel pump, or inertia,
switch in the trunk. The switch is hidden from view but can be found under the carpeting. This
switch cuts the fuel supply to the engine. Start the engine, and let it run until it stops. This can
take from a few seconds to a few minutes. Remove the negative battery cable from the battery
terminal. This eliminates potential electrical hazards. Jack up the car, and place it on jack
stands. The jack will be needed again later for removing the fuel tank. It is safer to have the car
on stands than on a jack that could collapse when working under a vehicle. Use the sockets and
socket wrench to remove the fuel tank filler pipe bracket bolt and the filler neck bolts. Some
Mustangs have a grommet that needs to be cut to disengage the tank from the filler pipe. Place
a block of wood on the jack underneath the fuel tank. Raise the jack until the wood touches the
tank. Remove the bolts or nuts from the fuel tank straps. The straps are hinged and will swing
out of the way. Slowly lower the tank, and disconnect any lines too difficult to reach before.
Clean the mounting flange of any dirt or debris. Remove the bolts from the mounting plate. Pull
out the fuel pump partway. Reach through the opening, and squeeze the lock tabs to remove the
fuel pump the rest of the way. Discard old O-ring gasket. Apply a thin coat of heavy grease to
the new O-ring so it stays in place during the fuel pump installation. Insert a new fuel pump into
the tank, making sure the lock tabs have snapped into place. Replace the mounting plate bolts,
and tighten them securely to between 80 and foot-pounds. Replace the fuel tank, reconnecting
lines disconnected on disassembly. Tighten straps securely. Install the new filler neck grommet,
and reattach the filler neck and pipe bolts. Reconnect the inertia switch. If the switch button
popped, press it back into place. Reattach the negative battery cable. Put gas in the tank, and
take it for a test drive. Elizabeth Sobiski has been writing professionally since She provides
businesses such as Burdick and Lee Galleries, Clearwater Fishing Charters and Read Finder
with custom content to keep their digital and print media fresh, informative and directed to their
target audience. Step 1 Relieve the fuel pressure. Step 2 Remove the negative battery cable
from the battery terminal. Step 3 Jack up the car, and place it on jack stands. Step 4 Use the
sockets and socket wrench to remove the fuel tank filler pipe bracket bolt and the filler neck
bolts. Step 5 Disconnect fuel lines, vapor lines and wiring to the fuel pump. Step 6 Place a block
of wood on the jack underneath the fuel tank. Step 7 Clean the mounting flange of any dirt or
debris. Step 8 Pull out the fuel pump partway. Step 9 Apply a thin coat of heavy grease to the
new O-ring so it stays in place during the fuel pump installation. Step 10 Replace the fuel tank,
reconnecting lines disconnected on disassembly. Gasoline is highly flammable. Keep the work
area away from open flames or sparks. One of the worst problems that can happen to a vehicle
is a bad fuel pump. Without gas your Mustang will not run at all. With that in mind, most of the
symptoms of a bad fuel pump revolve around the vehicle stalling out or not running at all. While
being in the fuel tank makes the pump more reliable, it also makes it a lot more difficult to get
to. The good news is that fuel pumps are inexpensive. The bad news is that they cost a lot in
terms of labor to repair and replace. The engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes
that exist could be a clue. Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an
oxygen sensor related trouble code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel pump is
that it resembles many other vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. One of the most common
signs that a fuel pump is going bad is a whining sound. The whining sound can indicate that the
fuel pump is going out before there are any performance based issues. Keeping an open ear
can save you from getting stuck somewhere with a bad fuel pump. Typically, if you are heading
up a hill or accelerating the engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a
bad fuel pump can also feel a heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will
make the motor feel like it is running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter
will not feel as jarring. If you are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic
converters. If you get P or P trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic
converter causing these symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going
to be that the your Mustang is difficult to start. A fuel pump that is going out is going to feel the
same as a bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad fuel filter very
challenging. How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high pressure on its
input side and low pressure on its output side. A bad fuel pump will have low pressure on both
sides. They are both going to cause the same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting.
The only way to truly tell is to place a fuel pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a
reading from both. A priming fuel pump sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and
can be heard with a sharp engine right after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is
engaged. The symptoms of a bad fuel pump match a lot of other common problems that can

occur in the Ford Mustang. Testing the pump and pressure on each side of it are going to be the
quickest ways to rule it out. If there is anything you would like to add, please leave a comment
below. Good luck! Challenges Starting the Engine One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel
pump is going to be that the your Mustang is difficult to start. Hey everyone, I hope you can
help: I have a ford mustang V6, and it is the standard model; not a GT. The guys in the auto
garage next door jumped it with their jumper, and it worked fine all the way home, just like it
always drove. But when I went to start it up again, it would not start. The diagnosis was a bad
battery. I already knew I needed a new one. Well, I have a Nissan that I drove in the mean time
and never went to replace the mustang battery. However, we could not jump the car. I was able
to start the car with starter fluid being shot directly into the engine, but it shuts off shortly
afterwards. I also checked the inertia switch or whatever in the back left of the trunk to see if
somehow that was set off. And I for sure do not want to do that if I am not even sure if it is the
fuel pump. Maybe it is common with this Mustang model and possibly a quick fix? I hope so.
Please, Please, please advise. Thanks, James. I believe your engine might have a fuel pressure
test port. If so, please hook up a gauge and report back to us. Sometimes, things just quit
without any kind of warning. About that inertial shut off switch, was it tripped, did you have to
reset it? I would also check if the fuel pump is getting power and ground. Without getting into
too many details, you can do all that from the inertial shut off switch with a multimeter. The
answer is yes- I knew the battery was bad, but I clearly communicated that the car had a bad
battery to the potential buyers; they brought the jumpers. I checked the amp for the fuel pump,
but I am wondering if one of the four relays is tied in with the fuel pump? I was pointed to a
valve, almost like the valve to fill up a tire to press in and test for spraying of fuel. It looks like
this:. When I get back home tomorrow, I will try any test you suggest or even check any relay
that is tied to the fuel pump. Let me know. If your fuel pumps up pressure gas should spray out
of that valve if you depress it. I have just been parking my Nissan next to the mustang and
powering it that way. So, it has power. I will check over some things then. If anyone else reading
this thinks there could be something else causing this problem, aside from the fuel pump,
please let me know. Do you have any idea how old the gas in this car really is? That alone could
be the problem. This makes no sense. If the engine was turning over but not starting I fail to see
how the battery could be at fault. Probably a fuel pump, but hard to tell over the web. The car
has been sitting for 6 months. My roof was fine one day, leaked the next. No shopâ€”no
reputable, professional, trustworthy shopâ€”would do that work without properly diagnosing
the problem first. If your engine has a fuel pressure test port. If you get your hands on a fuel
pressure gauge set, be forewarned that Ford often uses a smaller test port, versus most other
manufacturers. Possibly, the fuel pump is energizing, but the pressure at the rail is simply too
low to allow normal starting. Or maybe the alcohol in the gasoline has eaten the fuel pressure
regulator diaphragm and the car no longer builds enough pressure to start. Hook up a pressure
gauge as several have suggested. Work from there. This is why buying a non-running car is a
BIG risk, even for knowledgeable buyers. On most vehicles you can hear the fuel pump running
[ if it is running ] when you turn on the key. It sat quite a bit longer than yours did though.
Alright everyone, thanks for your input. I flew got back in town today and did the pressure test.
Plenty of pressure; it sprayed a high pressure mist of fuel when I depressed the stem in the
valve. For the guy who asked if I tested the fuse to the fuel pump, the answer is sort of. I pulled
out the 20Amp fuse. I noticed it was NOT blown, however I replaced it anyways to be safe. Right
now, since we are getting pressure, I am going to check the manual and see if one of the relays
is associated with the fuel pump, as that is the only other thing I have not checked yet. Very
relieved that this may not be the actual fuel pump itself which means I would not need to drop
the gas tank. Let me know if you think of anything else. A lot of car parts stores will rent you a
fuel pump pressure gauge. I circled the 5 relays in red pen, and the fuse associated with the fuel
pump is circled in blue pen. The manual does not specifically say that any of these 5 relays are
associated with the fuel pump. You can see the relationships in this next photo in my next
comment. While I wait responses about the relays, I am going to go double check the fuses 3, 4,
and 5 since they have to do with starting. You can backprobe at the inertia shutoff switch, and
determine if the pump is being energized, without dropping the tank or messing with those
relays. Yes, that is what I am told. And, it is in fact spraying with high pressure, so I am
exploring the Max fuses, which seem to be just fine. I am a little perplexed right now. The fuel
pump is working, but no fuel is getting to the engine. According to outside observers. Then it
must be something that is affecting the fuel pump- Fuse, inertia switch, etc. I checked the 20
amp fuse for the fuel pump, and also check the 3 40amp max fuses that are associated with
ignition switches etc. Perhaps I should try resetting the inertia switch again? Anyone have any
other suggestions? Running out of ideas. Alright alright. What is sufficient pressure for the
engine to start and remain running? If it turns out to be a pressure issue, How to I increase the

pressure? Am I correct in assuming you tried to sell the car, knowing it had a bad battery?
Sometimes, things just quit without any kind of warning Are you quite sure you have enough
fuel in the tank to start the engine? Thanks for the speedy response! It looks like this: Is this the
same test you are talking about? OK, Maybe the car did have a bad battery. Or did you check
the fuse for the fuel pump? You can easily verify if the no start condition on your Ford F or
Expedition, or Crown Victoria, or any 4. One troubleshooting technique involves using starting
fluid and the other involves using a fuel pressure gauge. A word of caution: starting fluid and
gasoline are extremely flammable, so you need to be very careful around them. The tests I'm
presenting to you here can be easily and safely done and I've done them lot's of times without
any unwanted and unhappy accidents , if you take all necessary safety precautions, stay alert
and use common sense. When the fuel pump stops working, the most obvious symptom is that
your 4. Here are a couple of others that are more specific:. Although the above list is a not a
very complete list of symptoms, the theme that runs thru' them, and any other related symptom,
is that the engine will crank and crank, but not start. NOTE: A fuel pump inertia switch that has
triggered, will interrupt power going to the fuel pump. In layman's terms, this means the fuel
pump will not run. So, it's always a good idea to check the fuel pump inertia switch first. Owning
a fuel pressure gauge is now becoming a must. All vehicles now use an electrical fuel pump to
deliver fuel under high pressure to the fuel injectors and the best way to diagnose this fuel
pump is with a fuel pressure gauge. The following fuel pressure test gauge kits have the
Schrader valve adapter you need to test the fuel pressure on your Ford:. I'm going to jump into
the lack of fuel troubleshooting with the starting fluid test. This is probably the fastest and the
one that does not require any expense to do like buying a fuel pressure gauge. With this test,
you will be able to confirm if the no start condition, on your Ford Expedition Cougar,
Thunderbird, Explorer, Mountaineer, etc. This is important cause if there's no spark, then none
of the tests in this article will help you. Not only that, this no spark results tells you that the
cause of the no start is not due to a bad fuel pump. NOTE: If you haven't already, check the to
make sure the fuel pump inertia switch isn't behind the no start problem. Disconnect the air
intake duct from the throttle body. The end that connects to the air filter box or canister can
remain connected to it. Manually open the throttle and spray starting fluid down the bore and
then, quickly, reconnect the air duct to the throttle body you don't have to tighten the Hose
Clamp. Once the intake air duct is back on the throttle body, have your helper crank the engine.
Having the intake air duct back on is a safety precaution, since the starting fluid could cause a
back-fire to come out thru' the throttle body. One of two things is gonna happen: 1. The engine
will start, even if it's just momentarily or for a few seconds and then die or. The engine will only
crank but not start at all. CASE 1: If the engine started, even momentarily : This test result
indicates that the no start condition your Ford vehicle is experiencing is due to a lack of fuel.
So, keeping this in mind, I suggest you do two more things:. Remove the fuel line that connects
to the fuel injector rail this is the one that delivers fuel from the fuel filter and place it in a
container. When ready, have your helper bump the starter motor while you verify if fuel comes
out or not. No fuel coming out of the fuel line further confirms a bad fuel pump. Find the wire
circuit that feeds power 12 Volts to the fuel pump and with a multimeter in Volts DC mode, verify
that 12 Volts are reaching the fuel pump when you crank the engine. Now, since a starting fluid
test is not the most accurate way to find out if the fuel pump is bad, I suggest you do one more
test. This is to use a fuel pressure gauge to see the exact amount of fuel pressure the fuel pump
is producing. As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying
purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps support my
work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1
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