2004 dodge ram van

The Dodge B series was a range of full-size vans that were produced by Chrysler Corporation
from to Through their production, the full-size vans were sold under several different
nameplates. Most examples were sold by the Dodge division, although rebadged versions were
sold by the now-defunct Fargo and Plymouth divisions. Despite many customer requests, the
B-series was not available in the desired V8 model until Although Chrysler would make two
redesigns of the B-platform van, much of the exterior sheetmetal would remain nearly
unchanged over 32 years of production, making it one of the longest-used automotive platforms
in American automotive history. Built on the B platform later AB , the full-size vans entered
production for the model year. Due to a one-welded-piece "Uniframe" design, the Dodge
platform was lighter and stronger and featured a lower cargo floor than the competition, at the
expense of noise, vibration, and harshness NVH. The resulting lower center of gravity improved
handling versus the competing products. The B-series van was popular for cab-over
motorhome conversion until Chrysler Corporation's egress from that market during their
financial difficulties in the late s. All generations of the B-series van feature similar
construction, with only small variation from era to era. The most pronounced changes were to
the front fenders, hood, grille, and bumpers, which tended to follow their full-size truck
counterparts in each era. Much of this was a result of the need to meet Federal "
crashworthiness " standards. Additionally, the first generation's side door was mounted back
several inches, using a fixed panel between the passenger's side front door and the side door,
allowing for more access to the side door without interfering with the front passenger's seat.
This panel was eliminated in which was a transitional year for the B-series van. Similar
construction for the entire 32 years of production made the Dodge Van very popular with
upbuilders, service companies, and other fleets due to the compatibility of installable options
from year to year without necessitating a redesign. Dodge first x mark pioneered the
extended-rear passenger van favored by school and church groups and dominated this market
until overtaken by Ford in the s. The minivan eventually took over the passenger wagon market.
With the Sprinter, Chrysler shifted from American-style full-sized vans in favor of more
fuel-efficient European-style models. The B-series van was available with nearly every engine
used in a rear-wheel-drive Chrysler product during its production. Small-block V8 engines
included the LA-series in 3 â€” , in 3 â€” , the Magnum 5. Certain model years came with an
optional 5. Dodge was the last of the four major full-size van makers to market a
short-wheelbase van and passenger wagon. The rest of the Big Three took their shortest
full-size vans off the market early in the s. All American vans are now produced with
wheelbases proportional to the body length i. DaimlerChrysler discontinued production of the
Ram van and Ram wagon after the model year, replacing them with the M-B-based Dodge
Sprinter. For the first eight model years, the different configurations of B vans were given
names. Sportsman passenger vans had side windows and passenger seating not present in the
otherwise identical Tradesman models. The same range of gasoline-powered slant-6 and V8
engines was offered in these vans as was offered in the Dodge D Series pickup truck. Dodge
pioneered the American passenger van genre with the introduction of the Maxiwagon along with
the other front engine B series vans that were new for Ford did not produce a passenger van
until , and GM did not introduce theirs until Little changed on Dodge vans produced between
and , with only a grille change from metal to plastic for the model year. On the standard length
vans, the rear end cap just contained new larger tail lamps, but the extended length Maxivan
and Maxiwagon had a completely redesigned rear extension which was longer and had large
windows that wrapped around the corners for better visibility. This was unique to the B vans,
and this same extension was used until the B vans were discontinued in On the â€” models, the
rear side doors were set back about two feet towards the rear wheelwells, with a filler panel
between them and the front doors. Passenger models had a small window between the front
and rear doors. Early vans had black plastic door push buttons, an inlaid pentastar logo low
right front fender, drum brakes and points type ignition. In , the filler panel was removed and the
doors were moved forward to be next to the front passenger door, similar to the Ford and
Chevrolet vans. Dodge vans, particularly Tradesman vans from the â€” model years, were very
popular as the basis for many custom vans during the custom van craze that occurred during
the mid- to late s and early s. Dodge capitalized on this craze, creating a factory customization
package called the "Street Van" package. The Street Van package consisted of a "Street Van"
logo on the passenger and driver's side door in lieu of the Tradesman logos, chrome trim on the
grille and windshield, simulated wood grain inlays in the steering wheel horn cover and
passenger side glare shield, five-slot chrome wheels or white spoked "off-road" type wheels,
chrome front and rear bumpers, chrome trim on the gauges, smaller chrome side-view mirrors,
patterns and plans to create custom interiors, and membership in the "Dodge Van Clan". This
package was available from the model year until it was discontinued in the early s. This was not

an overly popular option from the factory, and Street Vans are somewhat rare. The name "Kary
van" comes from the cube shape of the cargo section of the van. Dodge used the van body for
the front end of its â€” cube-vans usually with dual rear axles and heavy-duty 1-Ton
suspensions. Many examples of these cube-vans can still be found on the streets today as they
were typically owned by companies that kept them in service for some time. Thanks to regular
maintenance, some still see service. During the last two years of its existence, Fargo offered a
rebadged variant of the Tradesman and Sportsman in Canada for and only. Plymouth also
received a rebadged variant of the Sportsman, called the Voyager for the model year. While
never as popular as the Dodge version, Plymouth marketed the Voyager in this format through ,
after which the nameplate was transferred to the new minivan that was introduced for as a
rebadged Dodge Caravan. In the van received a redesigned front end, including a new grille with
wraparound turn signals. Lower-end models had single round headlights, while Royal
Sportsman and other high-end vans received four rectangular headlights. The van would keep
this body style and the dash intact with only grille changes all the way through the model year.
The Sportsman, Tradesman, and Adventurer names were phased out after , replaced with the
Ram van moniker, which included the Ram wagon for passenger models. The body shell and
most fixtures would be one of the longest running of any US vehicle, remaining nearly identical
from the vans' introduction in through their discontinuance in , while Ford and GM would go
through two or three generations of platform redesigns. Kentron Inc. Each will be marked with
the conversion model plaque and a badge. In the Ram van was given a new grille to resemble
those of the Ram trucks. In the entire front end was redesigned with flush headlamps to
resemble the all-new Dodge Ram pickups, and new taillights wrapped around the sides of the
van. The style dash was kept. In , the entire front end was redesigned with flush headlamps to
resemble the all new Dodge Ram pickups, and new taillights wrapped around the sides of the
van. In , the van went through the most thorough update since its introduction in The engine
was moved forward in the chassis to improve crash protection, and the front end sheet-metal
was redone with a longer nose to accommodate this change. Moving the powertrain forward
also resulted in a smaller dog house engine access cover which increased front interior room
and allowed better access when moving between the front seats. The style dashboard and door
panels were finally replaced in the model year with a modern design using components from
contemporary Chrysler products. The side-view mirrors were now break-away units mounted to
the sail portion of the front window openings. This change resulted in the elimination of the
front door vent windows. The van remained mostly unchanged until it was discontinued after
the model year, ending production that June. In , a new Mexican-built full-sized van based on
the Fiat Ducato was introduced and sold under the name Ram ProMaster, [5] which fills the
marketing slot once held by the original Dodge B-Series full-size van. Both of these vehicles are
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These charts provide the most comprehensive reliability information available to consumers.
Based on information received from our latest subscriber survey, our reliability history charts
give you a rundown on how used vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging
from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. Learn
more about car Reliability. The Reliability score is based on our latest subscriber survey of
Dodge Ram owners. The owner comments describe problems respondents experienced with
this vehicle. Paint fading, chalking, cracking, or peeling , loose interior and exterior trim or
moldings, rust. Paint is now wearing away after the clear came came loose. Will need to take
action very soon to prevent body damage. Rust seems to start at poor weld points". Truck was

rustproofed". Dirt and moisture gets between and can not be cleaned out. Eventually it rusted
through. Inside to outside". Bubbling from under paint. I talked to Dodge about it but they
wouldn't do anything about it. This is my last Dodge! I believe this is due to poor welds. Have
been repairing this area for years. Other rust spots have to be expected on a 13 year old truck in
the northeast". Rear tire wells, tailgate, around gas cap". Plus rust in the body and doors.
Shocks or struts, ball joints, tie rods, wheel bearings, alignment, steering linkage includes rack
and pinion , power steering pumps and hoses, leaks , wheel balance, springs or torsion bars,
bushings, electronic or air suspension. It took me aproximately 6 hours to do all four. Upgrade
replacements are steel and include grease fitting for upper ball joint. Problem creates issues
with tires, etc. Wasn't able to do the repair myself, so had mechanic do a very expensive repair".
There were warning signs, so it was no surprise and was able to be fixed without stranding the
vehicle. Muffler, pipes, catalytic converter, exhaust manifold, leaks. A little noisy but not very
bad. Both front halfshafts had excess play and the rear u-joint dried up and caused the pinion
seal to leak". Luckily not on the highway and from the rear differential not from the front. I could
not find a new driveshaft locally and had to settle with a new u-joint. I saved a ton of money by
installing it myself. That is what I like about Dodge vehicles, they are fairly easy to work on".
Alternator, starter, hybrid battery and related systems, regular battery, battery cables, engine
harness, coil, ignition switch, electronic ignition, distributor or rotor failure, spark plugs and
wires failure. The system and steering column feel cheap". Electric window switches went bad.
Accessory belts and pulleys, engine computer, engine mounts, engine knock or ping, oil leaks.
Was occasional got more frequent required replacement of a fuel line system component at the
tank. Antilock system ABS , parking brake, master cylinder, calipers, rotors, pulsation or
vibration, squeaking, brake failure or wear. However Dodge has quit manufacturing this part
calling it obsolete. None are available from aftermarket venders either. I am ticked".
Transmission rebuild or replacement, torque converter, clutch replacement. I got good life out
it. It was replaced because it was worn out not malfunction. Did not slip in use". Bluetooth ,
voice control commands, steering wheel controls, portable music device interface e. Also the
computer that controls the headlights has failed three times. Same issue". Radiator, cooling fan,
antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat, overheating. Cruise control, clock, warning lights,
body control module, keyless entry, wiper motor or washer, tire pressure monitor, interior or
exterior lights, horn, gauges, 12V power plug, remote engine start, alarm or security system.
In-line fuses and ground points rust out. Power or manual windows, locks and latches, tailgate,
hatch or trunk, doors or sliding doors, mirrors, seat controls, safety belts, sunroof, convertible
top. Will occasionally work from passenger side. Engine rebuild or replacement, cylinder head,
head gasket, turbo or supercharger, timing chain or timing belt. Gear selector or linkage, leaks,
transmission computer, transmission sensor or solenoid, clutch adjustment, rough shifting,
slipping transmission. Reactivate now to get the information you were looking for! If you feel
you have received this message in error, please view our customer care FAQs or access your
account information here. Sign In. Become a Member. Remember Me. Not a member? Need
further assistance? Please call Member Services at Unlock Ratings. Used Dodge Ram Change
Vehicle. With its Hemi V8, this version of the Ram is among the quickest trucks we've tested.
But it's also one of the thirstiest, averaging a paltry 11 mpg. A jittery ride and cumbersome
handling hurt the Ram's overall score, as did the barely adequate brakes. The cabin is a bit
noisy, and access is very difficult. On the plus side, our Ram had a large cargo bed and tows
more than 8, pounds. There are 8 recalls on this vehicle. Learn More. Overall Reliability. Most
Common Trouble Spots. Common Trouble Spot. See all Potential Trouble Spots. View Recalls.
Worse Better. Overall Reliability Verdict. Engine Major. Engine Minor. Engine Cooling.
Transmission Major. Transmission Minor. Drive System. Fuel System. Electric System. Climate
System. Body Integrity. Body Hardware. Power Equipment. In-car Electronics. Show More
Trouble Spots. Show Fewer Trouble Spots. Based on information received from our latest
subscriber survey for about , vehicles, our reliability history charts give you a rundown on how
through vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging from the engine,
transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. NA indicates that we
did not receive a large enough sample size to provide data for a specific year. An X indicates
that the vehicle was not manufactured for a specific year. What Owners Say. Paint fading,
chalking, cracking, or peeling "The clear coat began coming off the hood and top of cab in large
sheets. Rust seems to start at poor weld points" Steven R. Inside to outside" Stephen D. Other
rust spots have to be expected on a 13 year old truck in the northeast" Steven R. Rear tire wells,
tailgate, around gas cap" Matthew B. Catalytic converter "converters were clogged resulting in
engine misfires" Ralph N. Both front halfshafts had excess play and the rear u-joint dried up
and caused the pinion seal to leak" Mark O. That is what I like about Dodge vehicles, they are
fairly easy to work on" Richard H. Cruise control "All steering wheel controls stopped working

including cruise control. Difficult to fill up gas tank "Had to replace the gas tank vent canister
and valve. I am ticked" James C. Emission control devices includes EGR "Small but persistent
vacuum leaks have occurred for the past 5 - 6 years. Clutch replacement "Original Clutch
replaced at miles. Did not slip in use" L B. CD player "This is the second radio I have replaced,
and both radios' cd player quit working. Same issue" W H. Radiator "Radiator is part plastic,
needed to be replaced. Engine harness "Water sprays from road on to bottom of PCM and
causes the harness to rot out where fasten to bottom of fuses. Windows "Passenger window
usually has to be controlled from drivers side. Cylinder head "A stuck valve. See All Trouble
Spots. Compare Models. Similar Cars. Chevrolet Silverado Chevrolet Silverado HD. Dodge Ram
Ford F GMC Sierra Toyota Tundra. This score shows whether the model had more or fewer
problems overall than the average model of that year, calculated from the total number of
problems reported by subscribers in all 17 trouble spots. These vehicles are equipped with
certain air bag inflators assembled as part of the passenger frontal air bag modules, and used
as original equipment or replacement equipment. These inflators may rupture due to propellant
degradation occurring after long-term exposure to absolute humidity and temperature cycling.
An inflator rupture may result in metal fragments striking the vehicle occupants resulting in
serious injury or death. Read Recall Details. Louis North Assembly Plant. Virgin Islands, or
"Zone A. What should you do:. Mitsubishi owners will be notified by their company. Dealers will
replace the passenger frontal air bag inflator, free of charge. The recall began on March 27,
Owners may contact Chrysler customer service at Chrysler's number for this recall is S Note:
This recall supersedes recall 14V Potential Number of Units Affected: Hide Recall Details. In the
event of a crash necessitating deployment of the driver's frontal air bag, the inflator could
rupture with metal fragments striking the driver or other occupants resulting in serious injury or
death. The affected vehicles are equipped with a dual-stage driver frontal air bag that may be
susceptible to moisture intrusion which, over time, could cause the inflator to rupture. Chrysler
will notify the affected Chrysler and Dodge owners and Mitsubishi will notify the affected Raider
owners. Dealers will replace the driver's frontal air bag inflator, free of charge. The recall began
for Chrylser on June 8, The recall for Mitsubishi started on June 24, Chrysler and Dodge owners
may contact Chrysler customer service at Mitsubishi owners may call Chrysler's number for
this recall is R Note: This recall supersedes recall 14V in its entirety. Vehicles that have had
their driver side frontal air bag replaced previously need to have their air bag replaced under
this recall as well. Upon deployment of the passenger side frontal air bag, excessive internal
pressure may cause the inflator to rupture. Chrysler will notify owners, and dealers will replace
the front passenger air bag inflator, free of charge. For vehicles that were sold, or are currently
registered, in Florida, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and the U. Virgin Islands, owners were notified and
the recall began on December 5, For all other vehicles, Chrysler notified owners and the recall
began on February 3, Chrysler's number for this recall is P40 Expanded. Note: This recall has
been superseded by recall 16V This recall superseded the passenger air bag portion of recall
14V Show More. Check Vehicle for Unrepaired Recalls. Recall Look-up. Change Vehicle. Ready
to Shop Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More From Consumer Reports. Make a
Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings and reviews. A
majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly
hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to

detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

