2007 chevy malibu oil pressure sensor location

The oil pressure sensor on the Chevrolet Impala is located in the side of the block. It features a
three-wire connector. It senses oil pressure and sends the pressure signal to the gauge, so the
driver can tell if the oil pressure is too low. If the oil pressure is low, the engine could be low on
oil. Because of leaks, the oil pump might not be working properly, or the crankshaft may have a
crack in it. No matter the problem, it must be repaired. The Impala cannot run without proper oil
pressure for long, as the engine will seize. Jack up the front of the Impala with the floor jack and
support it with jack stands. Locate the oil pressure sensor on the side of the block. Unplug the
wiring harness connector. Lubricate the threads if the instructions for the new sensor call for it.
If it does, the lubrication will come with the new sensor. Insert the sensor into the block and
tighten it by hand as far as it will go. Tighten it firmly, but do not over tighten it or you could
damage the sensor. Plug in the electrical connector. Lift the vehicle enough to remove the jack
stands, using the floor jack, then let the vehicle down off the floor jack. Cayden Conor has been
writing since She has been published on several websites and in the winter issue of "QECE.
She has an Associate of Science paralegal from Manchester Community College and studied
computer science, criminology and education at University of Tampa. Step 1 Jack up the front
of the Impala with the floor jack and support it with jack stands. Step 2 Lubricate the threads if
the instructions for the new sensor call for it. Step 3 Insert the sensor into the block and tighten
it by hand as far as it will go. The Chevy engine oil pressure sensor problem has been going on
for a long time. With that said, the vehicles with the most pressure switch problems fall in the
range of V-8 engines from through At some point in the model year of , Chevrolet realized an
issue existed. They decided to place a filter screen around the Chevrolet engine oil pressure
sensor. They did this because they believed sludge and debris found its way into the sensor.
Not only did this not fix the problem, it created another. Now sometimes when you pull the
protective filter screen out, you find it completely clogged. This means if you replace the oil
pressure sensor, because you think it's bad and you do not replace the filter screen around it,
the same problem reoccurs. Since the part isn't easy to replace you really want to get it right the
first time. Unfortunately, people usually read the first paragraph of these articles and just
replace the first part mentioned. I'm asking you to hang in there with me and read through this
entire page. Not only will I provide tips to help with the replacement of this unreliable Chevy
engine oil pressure sensor, but we'll talk about a lot of the problems associated with this repair
and the common computer and sensor codes set. Finally, we include pictures of exactly where
the part is located. The first time I ran across the Chevy engine oil pressure problem the
customer complained about an oil gauge that read zero and a check engine light. Obviously the
motor was getting oil pressure, because there wasn't any noise. After connecting a scan tool I
found a code P and trouble code P These codes stand for engine oil pressure sensor switch
performance out of range and sensor high-voltage. Note that it's also common to find a P,
standing for oil pressure sensor circuit malfunction and P circuit voltage low. Also worth
mentioning, a warning message on the dash stated low oil, turn engine off. This warning went
unheeded by my customer, but you should always follow the instructions just in case. Standard
diagnosis procedures remain the same. The way to find out what's wrong with the automobile is
to remove the oil pressure sensor or switch and connect a mechanical gauge. This way you're
reading the mechanical engine oil pump pressure and not trusting the electronics that report
this reading. Although I still believe in this method of diagnosis, most people don't have a
mechanical oil pressure gauge. However, if you have a Chevy V-8 engine between the model
years of through it's probably safe to bypass the standard diagnostic procedure. After dealing
with this problem I have found nothing but a malfunction of the Chevy engine oil pressure
sending unit. The location of the oil pressure sender remains an issue for most do-it-yourself
mechanics. As you can see from the picture it is a tight fit. They locate it in front of the
transmission bell housing where it bolts to the motor. I hate to tell you to buy a special tool that
you'll only use one time. However, in this situation I'm recommending that you get the special
tool designed to remove the pressure switch. The special socket has an extra thin wall that
allows you to get it over the sensor easily. And my 27 mm deep impact socket was too thick to
fit over the sensor. Chances are, if you own this vehicle long enough, you might get to use the
special tool a few more times. Repeat failures of the sensor are common and we'll talk about
this in the problems section below. With that said, the first step is to remove the plastic cover
over the top of the engine. Surprisingly, even this is a fight. The front of the cover just lifts off of
two retaining posts. However, the back of it gets hooked on the rear retaining clips, because it
doesn't have enough clearance above. You'll have to stick your hand in there and push down on
the rear retainer while lifting up on the back side of the engine cover. The next step becomes to
disconnect the electrical connector. They use a lock tab to hold it in place. You simply pull the
white lock tab up and it will snap to release. Then you can depress the connector lock and
wiggled it loose from the sensor. As for replacing the sensor it screws in the rear portion of the

engine block into an oil gallery. Here is a three minute video that sums up the replacement
procedure quite nicely. The main problem when replacing the Chevy engine oil pressure sensor
is repeat failure. This goes back to the root cause of the issue. Sludge and debris finds its way
inside of the old oil pressure switch. This is when Chevy decided to install the filter screen for
the model year. Now what happens is the screen becomes plugged with junk and engine oil
never reaches the sensor. Therefore, people that just replace the part without replacing the
screen find the repairs won't last long or don't work at all. This also leads to confusion that
there is something else wrong with the automobile. On older Chevy engines that don't have the
screen repeat failure often comes from lack of engine maintenance. In some cases this is not
the fault of the current owner, but the previous one. A lack of engine oil changes can cause
sludge deposits to form. These can break loose and find their way into the input port of the
replacement pressure sensor. If you have one make sure you replace the screen along with the
switch. You will need a small pick to fish it out of the oil gallery in the engine block. When you
thread in the sensor it holds the new screen in place. With the low cost of the replacement part
it doesn't seem like a good idea to clean the old screen. In the next section I'll talk briefly about
other issues I've found when trying to cut corners on this repair. Whenever you have car parts
that fail in large numbers the aftermarket steps up to make cheaper solutions. They start
mass-producing replacement parts and offering them at lower prices. Unfortunately, I have seen
several issues with these ultra cheap replacement Chevy engine oil pressure sensors. I've had a
couple of them not work right out of the box. And this is not because of the problems
mentioned above in the repeat failure section. With that said, let me tell you about the
worst-case scenario that I ran into. The plastic center blew out of the part. When that happens
the oil pressure gallery becomes open to the atmosphere. The amount of oil that sprays all over
the engine compartment in such a short period of time will amaze you. The cleanup involved on
both the vehicle and the work area added a few more hours to this disaster. For this reason, if a
customer wants me to replace the Chevy engine oil pressure sending unit I only use a Delco
part. And while I'm on the subject of dealerships, when I priced this operation I got sticker
shock. With the amount of money you can save by doing it yourself, you can afford to get a
good replacement part, a new screen and the special tool that makes it easier to replace and
still save. As an Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases. The search results open in
a convenient overlay. However, the pages from This Website are listed below 4 ads at the top.
Common Chevrolet brake switch problems cause issues with the cruise control. The cruise
control light comes on but the system will not set or hold speed. Review the common causes of
the reduced engine power warning message. The possible car repairs range from a loose
ground to failure of the TPS and throttle actuator assembly. Review 5 maintenance items your
car needs at k miles. An important list for those with high mileage cars and an unknown
maintenance history. Read More. Recent Articles. The oil pressure sensor on a Chevrolet 4. This
sensor measures the pressure of the engine oil and relays this data to the PCM. When the PCM
detects low oil pressure it illuminates the oil pressure light. As time passes, the oil pressure
sensor may develop an oil leak or begin providing the PCM with inaccurate pressure
information, necessitating its replacement. New oil pressure sensors can be purchased from
automotive parts stores and Chevrolet dealerships. Locate the oil pressure sensor. It is on the
right side of the engine, just below the intake manifold. It is approximately 3-inches long and is
made from black plastic. A two-wire electrical connector is attached to the end of the sensor.
Clean any residual oil off of the sensor and start the engine. Watch the sensor to see if any oil
leaks out. If oil seeps out of the sensor at any point, then the sensor is faulty. Turn off the
engine and disconnect the oil pressure sensor's electrical connector and remove the sensor
from the engine using a 1-inch box-end wrench. Start the engine and watch the
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gauge. It should read at least 6 psi at rpm. If the oil pressure meets or exceeds this
specification but the oil pressure light is on, then the sensor is faulty and must be replaced.
Kyle Sanstrom has been writing professionally since His articles have been published on
several websites including eHow and Automobile Insight. Sanstrom has undergone advanced
automotive training at the Dunwoody College of Technology, holds an Associate of Arts in
general studies from Century College and has more than 10 years of experience in all aspects of
automotive repair and diagnosis. Step 1 Locate the oil pressure sensor. Step 2 Clean any
residual oil off of the sensor and start the engine. Step 3 Turn off the engine and disconnect the
oil pressure sensor's electrical connector and remove the sensor from the engine using a 1-inch
box-end wrench. Tips Oil pressure gauges are designed to measure the oil pressure inside an

engine. They are available from auto parts stores and automotive tool retailers.

