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Mechanic said failing system. Removed a spacer near the magnet and got another summer out
of it, but totally failed now. Lots of issues with this Honda, will never buy another. AC went out
in the fall. Waited until the following summer to have it replaced. Honda says problem is failing
compressor!! Could understand if mileage was kbut at only 71K?? This is good example of
design-to-fail production. After repairs the ac works half the time. It will stop working out of no
where. Of course | was given a low ball trade in offer due to Cadillac's terrible resale value, but
was sold on Honda's great quality and the mpg. It nearly kills the car when coming to a stop
sign, and is making some seriously funky sounds, and is jerky as all hell. It's almost like putting
someone who doesn't know how to drive a manual in the seat and saying "drive". | hate this car,
and I'm now upside down on it thanks to trading in my amazing Cadillac for this pile of junk.
After only 5 years, my AC isn't cooling anymore. | stuck it out last year, but I'm going to have it
looked at this week. It gets hot here in Alabama in July! SO | went and bought it. Changed the
Tires even though it only had Miles on it weird that the rubber was bold. | was really sad and
than the week after | picked up from the shop my AC went out | was disappointed and said hey
AC dont work they Replaced the whole unit since it was within 30 days after | bought it. | don't
know what the problem is so | called the shop up and said the AC dont work any more and Its
getting pretty worm here in California now. They told me to come up there so they can see
whats wrong and they will pay half to fix it so now | have to drive Miles to get it fixed and
Thinking of my Uneven tire Wear Kind Of making me very Depressed so | just put the car up on
Craigslist and hoping | would sell it and Buy a Hyundai or something. Loved Hondas but not any
more Will never buy a Honda again. | called the service department and they sayd that it may be
a problem on the engine design, here in Arizona this should not be acceptable | will take the car
the dealer to have them inspect the problem. If you have a for-profit service, contact us. Ask
your Honda dealer. Most Common Solutions: not sure 6 reports replace compressor and fluid 6
reports. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email
this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site for this Civic problem yet. Be the
first! Find a good Honda mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip
code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Bad
compressor has been reported by numerous other people. Really expensive. Not what you are
looking for? Search for something else:. Honda designs and manufactures a wide range of
vehicles. Many of Honda's vehicles are equipped with air conditioner units. The AC compressor
clutch is the power feed to your AC compressor. The compressor is the unit that cools the air
before it enters into the Honda's cabin. It your AC is not properly cooling the vehicle, the AC
clutch relay could be faulty. You can test the clutch relay for power with a test light. Turn the
Honda engine on. Turn the AC settings to "Off. Locate the AC clutch relay. Trace the wire that
runs off the AC compressor; this wire plugs into the clutch relay. The relay is mounted on the
firewall. You will notice a three-wire connection on the relay. Connect the test light clip to the
negative battery terminal. Touch the test light lead to the middle of the three wires. The middle
wire receives power from the clutch relay. The wire should read "Inactive. Turn the AC control
to "On. Touch the test light lead to the middle wire once more. The wire should now read "Hot.
Johnathan Cronk is a freelance writer and began writing at the age of Throughout his career he
has specialized in sports, how-to and advice articles. He has also written sales pitches in the
corporate setting since Step 1 Turn the Honda engine on. Step 2 Connect the test light clip to
the negative battery terminal. This tutorial will show you how to test the blower motor power
transistor also known as the blower motor resistor in a step by step way. This is due to the fact
that the power transistor depends on the blower motor to function and starting your diagnostic
with the power transistor, instead of the blower motor, could have you replacing parts your
Honda doesn't need. The blower motor power transistor is commonly referred to as the blower
motor resistor when in the true technical sense it isn't a resistor. This is due to the fact that the
blower motor power transistor does pretty much the exact same job as the old style resistors of
vehicles of the 80 and 90's. What job? Vary the blower motor fan speed. If the resistance IS NOT
within specification, we can conclude your Honda Civic's blower motor power transistor is bad
and needs to replaced. Now, if the resistance is within specification, then we need to continue
on to the next test which is testing the power transistor diode. Disconnect the blower motor
resistor power transistor from its harness connector. The power transistor is located under the
right side passenger side of the dash. Remove the power transistor from its location. NOTE:
Removing the glove box will help you gain better access to blower motor power transistor.
Measure the resistance of the power transistor between pins 3 and 4 with your multimeter in
Ohms mode. Your multimeter should register of about 1. CASE 1: The multimeter indicated the
indicated resistance values. So far so good, since this is the correct and expected test result.
Your next step is to do a diode test of pins 2 and 4. This tells you that the blower motor resistor
is fried and needs to be replaced. As an Amazon Associate, | may earn a small commission from



gualifying purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps
support my work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the
problem! Page 1 Page 2 Page 3. You'll be surprised just how easy it is to test it and determine if
It's bad or not. The following tutorial will help you test the blower motor in an easy step-by-step
manner: How To Test The Blower Motor 1. Blower Motor Relay Bench Test 1. Blower Motor
Power Transistor Circuit Descriptions The blower motor power transistor is commonly referred
to as the blower motor resistor when in the true technical sense it isn't a resistor. Provides
varying current to transistor base to increase or decrease fan motor speed. OK, to get this show
on the road, here are the test steps: 1. All Articles: Honda 1. Applies To:. Honda Vehicles:
Insight , , Odyssey , Do NOT follow this link or you will be banned from the site! Connects to
heater control panel pin 8. This page is for personal, non-commercial use. Almost every single
electrical system on a car is powered through some kind of switch or electrical relay, and the
AC system and compressor are no exception. The AC compressor relay is responsible for
supplying power to the AC compressor and clutch. Without this relay, the AC compressor will
not have power and the AC system will not function. The AC compressor relay is no different
then other electrical relays - its electrical contacts will eventually wear or burn out, and the relay
must be replaced. When the AC compressor relay has failed or is beginning to fail, it will begin
to display symptoms that indicate it may be time for it to be replaced. The AC compressor is
powered by the relay. If it is not functioning properly, then the AC system will not be able to
produce cold air correctly. When a relay is starting to fail, it may give weakened or intermittent
power to the compressor, which will result in weakened or intermittent function of the AC. The
AC may function fine in one instance, and then shut off, or deliver inconsistent performance in
another. This may be a potential sign that the relay may be going out. One of the most obvious
signs that the AC relay may have a problem is that the compressor is not coming on at all. In
most cases, when the AC is turned on you will be able to hear the compressor switch on. It will
usually produce a familiar clicking noise from the clutch being activated. If when you turn it on
you do not hear the clutch being turned on, then perhaps it may not be getting power, due to a
failed relay. Another symptom that the AC relay has potentially failed is that there will be no
cold air at all from the AC. If the relay fails, the compressor will not operate and the AC system
will be unable to produce any cold air at all. While there are several reasons as to why an AC
may stop producing cold air , a failed relay can be one of the most common. If you are
experiencing issues with your AC system and suspect that your AC relay has either failed or is
beginning to fail, we recommend having it diagnosed by a professional technician. If your AC
relay is found to be faulty, they will be able to replace the AC relay if necessary. This article
originally appeared on YourMechanic. Autoblog is partnering with YourMechanic to bring many
of the repair and maintenance services you need right to you. Get service at your home or office
7 days a week with fair and transparent pricing. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are
also how we keep the garage doors open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our
stories free for you and for everyone. And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our
site, we promise to keep bringing you great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading
Autoblog. Share 0 Comments. Inconsistent cooling The AC compressor is powered by the relay.
AC compressor is not turning on One of the most obvious signs that the AC relay may have a
problem is that the compressor is not coming on at all. No cold air Another symptom that the
AC relay has potentially failed is that there will be no cold air at all from the AC. Ownership air
conditioning relays compressors. Sign in to post. X Sign in to post Please sign in to leave a
comment. View More. Thank You Thanks for subscribing. Check your in-box to get started. Sign
Up More Info. We notice you're using an ad blocker. Please consider allowing Autoblog. Allow
Us! Here's how to disable adblocking on our site. Click on the icon for your Adblocker in your
browser. A drop down menu will appear. Select the option to run ads for autoblog. The exact
text will differ depending on the actual application you have running. Refresh the Autoblog page
you were viewing. Hey again! You still haven't turned off your adblocker or allowed our site. It
only takes a few seconds. You must be logged in to perform that action. You must have
JavaScript enabled to experience the new Autoblog. Please follow the instructions below to
enable JavaScript in your browser. Please enter a display name. Cancel Change Name. Our
mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified
mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. For
an AC system to work, it needs a gas or liquid substance called refrigerant R in older cars, Ra in
and newer cars. Over time, refrigerant can leak from the AC system through seals. If the AC
does not have enough refrigerant, it will not blow cold air. Since the AC system is a sealed unit,
the only way to tell if the car needs arecharge is if the AC is not blowing cold air through the
vents. There are two types of refrigerant. These cannot be interchanged. For older cars, it
should be filled with R12 refrigerant or converted to a newer system. For cars made after , the



AC should be filled with Ra. It is common for refrigerant to leak. If the AC is not as cold as you
expect, then it is probably a good time to have the mechanic look at it. Lack of proper cold air
can be an indication of other problems with AC fan not working, AC compressor not working,
etc. In addition to your comfort, air conditioning systems add value to your vehicle. You should
keep your AC fully operational. In some systems, the hot and cold air are blended to achieve the
desired temperature setting. In these cases, when the AC system fails, in addition to not getting
any cold air, the entire temperature regulation can be thrown off. Estimate price near me.
Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50
point safety inspection. See availability. Keep in mind: Since the AC system is a sealed unit, the
only way to tell if the car needs arecharge is if the AC is not blowing cold air through the vents.
How it's done: Install air conditioning manifold gauge set. Determine if the air conditioning
system charge is low. Add the correct refrigerant to top off the air conditioning system. Install
thermometer in vents to monitor vent temperatures. Check system for leaks. Check for proper
operation of AC system. Our recommendation: It is common for refrigerant to leak. What are the
common symptoms indicating you need an Car AC Repair? AC is not working. AC is not
blowing cold air. Clicking noise from the engine compartment. How important is this service?
Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular Honda Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of
our expert Honda mechanics Real customer reviews from Hond
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a owners like you. Excellent Rating. Ratin% Summary. Ramon 20 years of experience. Request
Ramon. Ramon was efficient, friendly and knowledgeable. Figured out the situation with my AC
and was done in 30 minutes. Job well done. Jacob 12 years of experience. Request Jacob. My
AC was no longer cold enough to be of use. Being old school, | believed it need "recharging. He
found the level a little low and "topped" it off, and lowered the price to that of a checkup. The
AC is working much better now, and Jacob used a coolant that contains a dye that will reveal
any slow leaks. So my car is better short term and long term. Jacob was extremely nice and
showed me exactly what he was looking for in the car and explained what he was doing. He
spent the time to make sure the problem was resolved. Peter 43 years of experience. Request
Peter. Second time having Peter working on my Honda, as always, amazing, thorough, and
efficient with his work. How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type Car AC Repair.
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