2011 mini cooper reviews

Despite being the least-expensive Mini, the base Mini Cooper with a manual transmission is our
top-scoring variant. It outscores the faster turbocharged Cooper S and larger Clubman due to
its better ride and fuel economy. Even with its base engine, the Mini is a joy to drive with
excellent handling and braking. Fuel economy is impressive at 33 mpg overall, but it requires
premium fuel. A slightly choppy ride and high interior noise levels grate on a long trip. The rear
seat is small and many controls are overly complicated and unintuitive. Bluetooth is standard
on all models. An all-new model debuted for In most cases, automotive warranties are based on
the vehicle identification number VIN , and the warranty will be valid regardless of ownership.
The dealership can tell you exactly how much warranty is left. The Reliability score is based on
our latest subscriber survey of Mini Cooper owners. The owner comments describe problems
respondents experienced with this vehicle. Accessory belts and pulleys, engine computer,
engine mounts, engine knock or ping, oil leaks. Both were replaced". Extended maintenance
required to diagnose, with oil pressure solenoid, high pressure fuel pump, and multiple sensors
replaced". Check engine light came on oil was 3 quarts low causing misfiring". Work was
covered under a warranty. However, it required a trip to the only Mini dealer in Indiana which is
60 miles from my home. Service Bulletin Known problem but not part of a recall. Has potential
for oil to go up wiring harness into computer so really should be part of recall.. Fixed during last
month of warranty ". Solenoid was replaced and new wiring harness installed. Also on a
previous repair the oil pan gasket was replaced. The valve cover gasket on top of the engine
was seeping oil. May have been caused by a blocked PCV valve, which is integrated in the
cover. I was told this was a common problem that the cover can warp or the PCV fails. Lots of
leaking. Cruise control, clock, warning lights, body control module, keyless entry, wiper motor
or washer, tire pressure monitor, interior or exterior lights, horn, gauges, 12V power plug,
remote engine start, alarm or security system. Not done". This resulted in a loss of power, but I
was able to limp at lower speed to my dealer. The coils are not covered under base warranty".
The engine now knocks and pins". Replaced spark plugs, problem solved". This was not
covered under base warranty". Coils are per spark plug, and we had all the spark plugs and all
the coils replaced on all four cylinders. To be honest, engine performance is now better than
ever. So common in Minis that manufacturer now advising owner to blast clean assembly every
30k miles. Also had to replace failed coil". After the third time this happened, I made an
appointment to have problem diagnosed. They found problem with fuel pump and replaced it
without cost. The dealership provided free rental car". The engine would sputter. BMW covered
that repair under a special extended warranty. This is crazy, but mini has replaced them free of
charge every time". This time we drove it to the mechanic with hazards on and it was a scary
ride due to the lack of the fuel pump not performing consistently. Radiator, cooling fan,
antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat, overheating. The new parts were from "virgen plastic"
and should hold up better. Mini never offered to reimburse or recall all these defective parts".
Took to the dealer and was repaired under warranty". Oil leakage had also damaged wiring
harness and computer. This was not coolant. Required multiple trips to dealer. Dealer did a very
good job". The Thermostat in the radiator was stuck open. It took nearly a week to get a new
part so it could be repaired, out of warranty". This is a poor design, clearly to extract the most
dollars from owners". Alternator, starter, hybrid battery and related systems, regular battery,
battery cables, engine harness, coil, ignition switch, electronic ignition, distributor or rotor
failure, spark plugs and wires failure. Fortunately it only had some minor electrical issue and
since the price was below wholesale, I bought it and figured I would trouble shoot problems
myself or just live with them. The 12volt plug in doesn't work and I simply haven't tried to fix it
yet since I haven't had a need to use it. The Mini comes with a USB port and that does work, so
I'll get around to fixing it eventually, but it's not a deal killer. The replacement was covered by
MINI extended repair program for this module. One bulb actually was burned out, but others
weren't and it really was a problem with the design of the blub mounting base within the tail
light housing on both sides. The bulb has to sit just right in the rotating base to work, but if it's
slightly off, then it won't work. Basically it's a not-so-great design. The car had high mileage
when I purchased it , , so some issues like this might be forgivable, but this was not. It was also
not that big of a deal to fix because I'm handy and able to trouble shoot these types of things
relatively quick. I'm a cheap bastard, so I went the tape route. That said, a Mini Cooper S is a fun
car to drive - even with high mileage, but unless you are willing to overpay for service at the
local Mini dealer, you have to be willing to trouble shoot a few niggling problems on your own
that are typical of any higher mileage car. More irritating than anything". Engine rebuild or
replacement, cylinder head, head gasket, turbo or supercharger, timing chain or timing belt.
Engine lost all oil". We had to tow it to our mechanic as it was undriveable. The problem turned
out to be the timing chain tensioner that fell into pieces when the mechanic removed it from the
engine. Replacement of the tensioner fixed the problem. Antilock system ABS , parking brake,

master cylinder, calipers, rotors, pulsation or vibration, squeaking, brake failure or wear.
Mechanic said it happens all the time, but factory refused to pay for parts or labor. Dealer finally
paid for parts only". Replaced at miles". I knew buying my Mini would cost a little more to
maintain but did not expect it would cost so much for a thermostat. Bluetooth , voice control
commands, steering wheel controls, portable music device interface e. When it does the music
player takes forever to load onto the on-board computer. Trying to change what is playing
causes the system to freeze and you have to start over". Won't pair. Whole system has
problems. Cuts off. Have to totally re set everything when it goes down". It had to be replaced,
and is now in good shape". Even repairman said he has problems". According to my mini
specialist mechanic this is a a common problem in mini coopers because of the poorly
designed part, which is 2 pieces of plastic, that tend to leak at the seam". It appears the noise
comes from the bumper and rear panels shaking while driving and NOT from the suspension
nor driveline. I was able to quiet down some noise between a hard plastic and metal contact.
Mini's are known for these rattles. And was told the new ones have addressed these issues
better". My other vehicle, granted it is an SUV, has the same mileage, same production year,
same roads, has no squeaks or rattles at all. Power or manual windows, locks and latches,
tailgate, hatch or trunk, doors or sliding doors, mirrors, seat controls, safety belts, sunroof,
convertible top. Because of its design, parts and labor were several hundred dollars to repair.
Given the limited mileage on the car, should not have failed in the first place. Fortunately, the
electronic release still opens the hatch. While the part is expensive, it is a repair I can do myself.
Again it is a failure I believe should not have occurred. From these comments and my earlier
comments you will note both manual releases on my car failed. Shocks or struts, ball joints, tie
rods, wheel bearings, alignment, steering linkage includes rack and pinion , power steering
pumps and hoses, leaks , wheel balance, springs or torsion bars, bushings, electronic or air
suspension. Sensitivity due to lower profile standard tires and steering caused dashboard alerts
to appear and service visits. Equivalent to high end sports cars Porsche etc I've owned in the
past. Fortunately, it was under warranty and I got a new compressor installed. Took vehicle to
independent shop who replace thermostat but found no problems with hose or leks. Shop could
not just refill". Transmission rebuild or replacement, torque converter, clutch replacement.
Entire clutch and pressure plate assembly was replaced at miles". I've been driving manual
transmission all my life and have never had to replace a clutch". We've been driving manual
transmissions for 40 years and even started going extra easy on shifts after first replacement.
Mini Cooper S either intentionally used a too-small transmission design, or their engineers are
foolish. The dealer's own repair shop staff says their engineers messed up and it is a
widespread problem". Muffler, pipes, catalytic converter, exhaust manifold, leaks. Gear selector
or linkage, leaks, transmission computer, transmission sensor or solenoid, clutch adjustment,
rough shifting, slipping transmission. Paint fading, chalking, cracking, or peeling , loose interior
and exterior trim or moldings, rust. I was told it had to do with the sealant used to adhere paint
to the bumper. It was totally repaired under warranty". Reactivate now to get the information
you were looking for! If you feel you have received this message in error, please view our
customer care FAQs or access your account information here. Sign In. Become a Member.
Remember Me. Not a member? Need further assistance? Please call Member Services at Unlock
Ratings. New Used Mini Cooper Change Vehicle. There are 2 recalls on this vehicle. Learn More.
See All. Owner Satisfaction. Crash and Rollover Tests. Road Test Results. Performance
Performance. Acceleration Acceleration Acceleration tests are conducted on a smooth, flat
pavement straightaway at the track. The time in seconds that a vehicle takes to reach 60 mph
from a standstill with the engine idling. Transmission Transmission Transmission performance
is determined by shifting smoothness, response, shifter action, and clutch actuation for manual
transmissions. Fuel Economy Fuel Economy We perform our own fuel-economy tests,
independent of the government's often-quoted EPA figures and the manufacturers' claims.
Using a precise fuel-flow measuring device spliced into the fuel line, we run two separate
circuits to represent city and highway consumption. CR's Overall Mileage CR's Overall Mileage
CR's overall mileage is a composite of measured fuel usage on a prescribed city course and
highway cruising; and CR's mile test trip of mixed driving, if tested. In recent road tests, we've
discontinued the mile trip test. Braking Braking The braking rating is a composite of wet and dry
stopping distances and pedal feel. Braking distance is from 60 mph, with no wheels locked.
Emergency Handling Emergency Handling Several factors go into the rating, including the
avoidance maneuver speed and confidence, as well as how the vehicle behaves when pushed to
its limit. Ride Ride Our expert judgment of how well the suspension isolates and absorbs road
imperfections and how steady it keeps the body on various road surfaces. Noise Noise Our
expert judgment of the vehicle's interior noise level in everyday driving. Front Seat Comfort
Front Seat Comfort Our judgment of how comfortable the front seat is for drivers of various

heights. Rear Seat Comfort Rear Seat Comfort Our judgment of how comfortable the rear seat is
for two passengers to sit across. Emissions Emissions. Greenhouse Gas Greenhouse Gas The
Greenhouse Gas Rating represents the amount of carbon dioxide the vehicle emits compared to
other vehicles of the same model year. This score from the EPA ranges from 1 worst to 10 best.
Smog Rating Smog Rating The Smog Rating represents the amount of health-damaging and
smog-forming airborne pollutants the vehicle emits compared to other vehicles of the same
model year. Owner Reports. Worse Better. Reliability History Reliability History The reliability
charts are based on responses on hundreds of thousands of vehicles from our latest Annual
Auto Survey. Consumer Reports subscribers reported on any serious problems they had with
their vehicles during the past 12 months that they considered serious because of cost, failure,
safety, or downtime, in any of the trouble spots included in the table below. The results are
presented relative to the average model that year. Extra weight is given to the more serious
areas such as major engine or transmission problems. Based on this data and further analysis,
we predict reliability for the latest year. An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for
a specific year. Engine Major Engine Major Engine rebuild or replacement, cylinder head, head
gasket, turbo or supercharger, timing chain or timing belt. Engine Minor Engine Minor
Accessory belts and pulleys, engine computer, engine mounts, engine knock or ping, oil leaks.
Engine Cooling Engine Cooling Radiator, cooling fan, antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat,
overheating. Transmission Major Transmission Major Transmission rebuild or replacement,
torque converter, clutch replacement. Transmission Minor Transmission Minor Gear selector or
linkage, leaks, transmission computer, transmission sensor or solenoid, clutch adjustment,
rough shifting, slipping transmission. View all Reliability. Owner Satisfaction Owner Satisfaction
To learn about satisfaction, CR has collected survey data from our annual survey on more than
half a million vehicles. Our subscribers provide great insights into their satisfaction by
answering one simple question: If they had it to do all over again, would they definitely buy or
lease the same model? In addition, respondents also rate their cars in six categories: driving
experience, comfort, value, styling, audio, and climate systems. Driving Experience Driving
Experience Includes acceleration and handling. Comfort Comfort Includes seats, climate
control, noise, and ride. Value Value Did you get what you wanted relative to the price you paid?
Styling Styling How it looks inside and out. View all Owner Satisfaction. Safety Equipment. ABS
and side air bags standard. Head protection air bags standard on hatchback. ESC available,
standard from Drive Wheels. Coverage varies among versions of this vehicle. Read more about
extended warranties. Body Styles. Transmissions Available. Engines Available. What Owners
Say. Engine computer "Oil leak from thermostat area had entered computer housing and wiring
harness. Extended maintenance required to diagnose, with oil pressure solenoid, high pressure
fuel pump, and multiple sensors replaced" Kay B. Check engine light came on oil was 3 quarts
low causing misfiring" Donald D. Fixed during last month of warranty " John M. Alternator
"alternator needed replacement" Jeremy C. The coils are not covered under base warranty"
Michael T. This was not covered under base warranty" Michael T. The dealership provided free
rental car" Andrea S. Antifreeze leaks "left side radiator to engine hose disconnected at the
radiator end" Marius R. Mini never offered to reimburse or recall all these defective parts"
James B. It took nearly a week to get a new part so it could be repaired, out of warranty" Jason
H. More irritating than anything" John J. Engine lost all oil" Joe G. Dealer finally paid for parts
only" Robert N. Replaced at miles" Dudleigh S. Driveline vibration "A cross mount in the
dashboard constantly rattles when going over 30 mph. External music device interface e. Trying
to change what is playing causes the system to freeze and you have to start over" Nathan S.
Have to totally re set everything when it goes down" Bonnie Y. It had to be replaced, and is now
in good shape" Nathan S. Even repairman said he has problems" Bonnie Y. Air or water leaks
"Throttle housing part leaked at miles. According to my mini specialist mechanic this is a a
common problem in mini coopers because of the poorly designed part, which is 2 pieces of
plastic, that tend to leak at the seam" Anonymous, CA Mini Cooper S 1. And was told the new
ones have addressed these issues better" Alex J. Alignment "Living and driving throughout
NYC, Brooklyn etc - the alignment needs to be adjusted repeatedly due to the road conditions.
Clutch replacement "Clutch began making noise at start. I've been driving manual transmission
all my life and have never had to replace a clutch" Anonymous, CA Mini Cooper S 1. The
dealer's own repair shop staff says their engineers messed up and it is a widespread problem"
Anonymous, UT Mini Cooper S 1. Paint fading, chalking, cracking, or peeling "Below the boot
doors, the paint began peeling. It was totally repaired under warranty" Rebecca D. See All
Trouble Spots. Change Vehicle. Ready to Shop Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More
From Consumer Reports. Make a Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital
access to ratings and reviews. You could buy a MINI I've spoke with the customer relations
team several times, and although they are very nice and do their best to placate customers,

that's all they do--placate you. There is never an actual solution provided. I'm hoping a
class-action suit is filed against MINI soon, because I believe they are defrauding consumers
with poorly-built cars and hiding the true costs of ownership. I bought my manual base Cooper
with 35, miles on it The car will sputter on acceleration, take up to 10 seconds to turn over in the
morning, etc. Cost at an independent mechanic to fix? Another common problem is dirty
injectors at this point. Oh, and it needs a full synthetic oil And the worst part? Don't get a flat
tire. The only good part of this car is the gas mileage, but even then, it's not as good as other
manuals out there. I get about 33 mpg with, as I said, mostly highway driving. It has gone for a
great many months without any repairs whatsoever other than routine maintenance. Apparently
it was not fairing too well as a garage queen and now that it ha been driven everyday as a back
and forth to work car it seems to be thriving and it just keeps on going day after day without the
need for anyt repairs. As previously mentioned, it is so fun to drive always and now that all the
kinks seem to have been ironed out of it, it feels like a car I will be wanting to keep for a great
many more years. Even if I were to get a larger and safer car for back and forth to work, I would
still keep the Convertible Mini just because it is so much fun. Drive it every day to keep it in
shape! Clutch just failed without warning at 46, miles. Other reviews reveal the same type of
problems including potential failure of the timing chain tensioner which is a similar failure and
cost to repair. This was required to pass emission test. I am selling the car as soon as I get it
back from the shop. Great fun to drive but be prepared to pay for the privilege. Too bad BMW
couldn't duplicate their impressive engineering results in the Mini. I bought a Mini Cooper for
my son to earn to drive on because it was like a go-kart. I knew what I was in for, it being a
perfect storm of unreliability being a German car made in England. All of my other vehicles are
either a Toyota or a Scion. You buy them and drive them. They are like purchasing an appliance.
We had the Mini for 5 months when the timing chain broke at a red light, destroying the engine.
Now, although this is a known defect, BMW waned nothing t do with it. Know this; if you are not
rich, buy Japanese every-time. Bad Motor Works. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. More about the Cooper. View Photos. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale.
Cooper model: All Cooper models S 2dr Hatchback 1. Filter by: All ratings 5 stars 4 stars 3 stars
2 stars 1 star. Wish I had read up more on the common problems Interior Comfort Reliability
Value. Items per page:. Write a review See all Coopers for sale. Sponsored cars related to the
Cooper. Sign Up. Thanks to British character and German engineering, the Mini Cooper is a
great pick for a small coupe or convertible. Motoring fun doesn't have to destroy the planet, nor
does eco-friendly driving have to be boring. The Mini Cooper is proof that you can be
entertained by a lively car without drawing criticism from environmentalists. With agile
handling, loads of charm and a cool factor that's hard to match, it's no surprise the Mini Cooper
has remained so popular for so long. Under the hood, the fun starts with the lively yet
economical base 1. There's not a whole lot of power here on the spec sheet the base engine
puts out just horsepower, for instance but the Mini doesn't weigh very much, either. This boosts
fuel economy and helps the Cooper feel lively around town. The car's small size makes it a
breeze to park, too. Inside, the Cooper is surprisingly spacious for two people, and Mini offers
further enticement with a dizzying array of factory options and dealer-installed accessories. It's
not all sunshine and smiles, though. While the suspension is understandably tuned to foster the
car's spry handling, there is a trade-off in a rather firm ride quality that might not suit some
drivers we highly recommend sticking with smaller wheels. The Cooper's rear seat has an
almost comical lack of legroom, although the Cooper Clubman reviewed separately is a remedy.
If these qualities seem like turnoffs, it might be good to check out some alternatives. That said,
none of these cars can match the Cooper's unique blend of personality, performance and
frugalness. For a small coupe or convertible, it comes highly recommended. The Mini Cooper is
available in two-door hatchback and convertible body styles. The base Cooper comes standard
with inch alloy wheels, full power accessories, keyless entry, air-conditioning, cruise control, a
height-adjustable driver seat, leatherette vinyl upholstery, a tilt-and-telescoping leather-wrapped
steering wheel, multicolor ambient lighting and a six-speaker stereo with a CD player, HD radio,
satellite radio and an auxiliary audio jack. The Cooper convertible models add inch alloy wheels
and a full power convertible top that includes a sunroof feature. The Cooper's Sport package
adds inch wheels on the hatchback and inch wheels on the convertible, foglamps, traction
control, a rear spoiler, sport seats and hood stripes. The Cooper S adds inch wheels, a
turbocharged engine, firmer suspension tuning, foglamps, sport seats and alloy pedals. The
Cooper S Sport package adds inch wheels, xenon headlights, traction control and hood stripes.
The John Cooper Works includes a more powerful turbo engine, upgraded Brembo brakes and
cloth upholstery. A limited-slip differential and a firmer suspension can be fitted to both the S
and the John Cooper Works. Other options include different wheels, parking sensors, cloth or
leather upholstery, a navigation system and a multitude of different interior trims and materials.

As has been the case since the Cooper's debut, a multitude of dealer-installed features are
additionally available. The Mini Cooper comes with a 1. A six-speed manual with hill-start assist
is standard and a six-speed automatic is optional. Mini estimates a manual-equipped hatchback
will go from zero to 60 mph in 8. The Cooper S has a turbocharged version of the same engine
good for hp and lb-ft of torque lb-ft at full throttle thanks to an overboost function. Mini
estimates mph acceleration in 6. The John Cooper Works cranks up the turbo boost to produce
hp and lb-ft of torque. A six-speed manual is the only available transmission. Mini estimates a
time of 6. All Mini Coopers come standard with antilock disc brakes, stability control and
front-seat side airbags. Side curtain airbags are standard on the hatchback, while the
convertible features pop-up rollover bars and larger front side airbags that extend to head
height. Traction control is optional. In Edmunds braking, various Mini Cooper S models with
inch wheels stopped from 60 mph between and feet -- excellent results. The Cooper has not
been rated using the government's new, more strenuous crash testing procedure. Its rating
which isn't comparable to the new methodology was four stars out of five for frontal and side
impacts for both driver and passengers. The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety gave the
hatchback its best rating of "Good" in the frontal-offset test, and its second-best score of
"Average" in the side-impact and roof-crush tests. No matter which flavor of Mini Cooper you
might be interested in, you can expect thrilling handling and quick responses to driver inputs.
On the downside, the Mini's ride is on the stiff side and can be rather loud, as well. Opting for
the Cooper S or John Cooper Works models further stiffens the ride, leading us to recommend
that mainstream buyers forego the sport suspension and larger wheels. The base Cooper will
likely satisfy most drivers, while the S adds quite a bit of excitement and the JCW turns the fun
dial up to The six-speed manual transmission is notable for its precise shifter and compliant
clutch. The automatic isn't the smoothest-shifting unit in the world, but in Manual mode it
responds quickly to the driver's inputs to the shift paddles on the steering wheel. Of all the
ways to describe the Mini Cooper's interior, we doubt anyone would call it boring. The massive
center-mounted speedometer is a nod to the original Mini, but in terms of practicality, it comes
off as a bit gimmicky. One of our main gripes of previous Minis was the oddly placed stereo
control knobs. Fortunately, that has been rectified for with a slightly more conventional layout.
Despite the Mini Cooper's small size, the front seats are surprisingly spacious. There is no
shortage of headroom or legroom and the cabin feels extraordinarily airy. The rear seats, by
comparison, are much less accommodating, with a notable lack of legroom. Trunk space is also
restrictive, at a very meager 5. The convertible features a tailgate-style trunk opening with an
upper package tray that can be raised to allow larger items to fit in the tiny 6-cubic-foot trunk.
Unlike most convertibles, the Mini's rear seats can be folded flat to accommodate larger items,
but the rollover hoops and soft-top mechanism prevent the loading of bulkier objects. Rear
visibility for the convertible is poor with the top down and even worse with the top up. Available
styles include 2dr Hatchback 1. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars.
Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you
make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the
type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find
cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're
interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out
what other owners paid for the Used MINI Cooper. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most
people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save.
View Photos. Appraise this car. Poor rearward visibility in convertible stiff and noisy ride lacks
rear legroom weak base stereo. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale.
Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. For , the range of Mini Cooper models receives a
slight increase in power output, modified steering for reduced torque steer under hard
acceleration, minor cosmetic changes inside and out, optional adaptive headlights, reworked
radio controls, standard HD and satellite radio, and added sound insulation. Read more. Write a
review See all 30 reviews. You could buy a MINI I've spoke with the customer relations team
several times, and although they are very nice and do their best to placate customers, that's all
they do--placate you. There is never an actual solution provided. I'm hoping a class-action suit
is filed against MINI soon, because I believe they are defrauding consumers with poorly-built
cars and hiding the true costs of ownership. Read less. Wish I had read up more on the
common problems I bought my manual base Cooper with 35, miles on it The car will sputter on
acceleration, take up to 10 seconds to turn over in the morning, etc. Cost at an independent

mechanic to fix? Another common problem is dirty injectors at this point. Oh, and it needs a full
synthetic oil And the worst part? Don't get a flat tire. The only good part of this car is the gas
mileage, but even then, it's not as good as other manuals out there. I get about 33 mpg with, as I
said, mostly highway driving. It has gone for a great many months without any repairs
whatsoever other than routine maintenance. Apparently it was not fairing too well as a garage
queen and now that it ha been driven everyday as a back and forth to work car it seems to be
thriving and it just keeps on going day after day without the need for anyt repairs. As previously
mentioned, it is so fun to drive always and now that all the kinks seem to have been ironed out
of it, it feels like a car I will be wanting to keep for a great many more years. Even if I were to get
a larger and safer car for back and forth to work, I would still keep the Convertible Mini just
because it is so much fun. Drive it every day to keep it in shape! Clutch just failed without
warning at 46, miles. Other reviews reveal the same type of problems including potential failure
of the timing chain tensioner which is a similar failure and cost to repair. This was required to
pass emission test. I am selling the car as soon as I get it back from the shop. Great fun to drive
but be prepared to pay for the privilege. Too bad BMW couldn't duplicate their impressive
engineering results in the Mini. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test
Result No Tip. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars
related to the Cooper. Sign Up. The Mini Cooper Clubman has all the personality and fun of the
standard Mini Cooper, along with added space and practicality. With all of the kitschy
personality and peppy performance that the Mini Cooper is known for, it does have a few
drawbacks, lack of interior space foremost among them. The Mini Cooper Clubman addresses
this issue by virtue of its larger dimensions -- about 10 inches longer overall, translating to
about 2. These aren't huge gains, but they do help bring some welcome practicality to the
Cooper formula. The Clubman comes with the same powertrain choices and standard and
optional feature lists that the smaller Mini enjoys. From the sensible base model to the more
entertaining S and John Cooper Works, there should be a Clubman to fit most budgets and
tastes. It also drives very similar to its shorter-wheelbase brethren, with comparable
acceleration, handling abilities and fuel economy. About the only Clubman-specific downside is
its slightly ungainly profile, which makes it look like a Ford Flex left too long in the dryer. It's
worth noting that the Clubman also inherits some of the standard Mini's less desirable traits.
Even with the increase in rear legroom, adults will still feel cramped. A trade-off for the car's
spry handling is a slightly harsh ride quality stick with smaller wheels unless you're a
performance-minded buyer. There's also a tendency for the reasonable price to skyrocket as
options are piled on. Admittedly, the Clubman is a niche offering, and that's particularly true
this year. There's also the Mini Countryman this year, which is Mini's new small crossover SUV;
it gives you the Mini experience but with a much more useful four-door layout. But for a car with
a heap of personality and decent daily usability, the Mini Cooper Clubman is hard to beat. The
Mini Cooper Clubman is a four-seat, two-door hatchback with a passenger-side reverse-opening
rear door. In place of the regular Cooper's rear liftgate is a pair of outward-swinging doors. The
base Cooper comes standard with inch alloy wheels, full power accessories, air-conditioning,
cruise control, leatherette upholstery, keyless entry, multicolor mood lighting, a
tilt-and-telescoping leather-wrapped multifunction steering wheel, a trip computer and a
six-speaker stereo with a CD player, HD and satellite radio and an auxiliary audio jack. The
Cooper S adds a more powerful engine, inch wheels, run-flat tires, foglights, dual exhausts,
firmer suspension tuning, sport seats and alloy pedals. Step up to the John Cooper Works
edition and you'll get even more power, inch wheels, Brembo brakes and cloth upholstery. A
limited-slip differential and a firmer suspension can be fitted to both the S and the John Cooper
Works. Other options include different wheels, rear parking sensors, cloth or leather upholstery,
a navigation system and a multitude of different interior trims and materials. As has been the
case since the Cooper's debut, a multitude of dealer-installed features are also available. The
base Cooper Clubman is powered by a 1. The Cooper S raises the bar considerably, packing a
turbocharged version of the base Cooper's four-cylinder that generates a robust hp and lb-ft of
torque. The John Cooper Works packs hp and lb-ft of torque lb-ft at full throttle, thanks to an
"overboost" turbocharger function. The regular Cooper and the Cooper S come standard with a
six-speed manual transmission, while a six-speed automatic with manual shift control is
optional. The JCW can only be had with the six-speed manual. Mini estimates the base Clubman
with a manual transmission will accelerate from zero to 60 mph in 8. The Clubman S is
considerably quicker, reaching 60 mph in 6. The Mini Cooper Clubman comes standard with
antilock disc brakes, front-seat side airbags, full-length side curtain airbags and stability
control. In recent brake testing, the Clubman S came to a stop from 60 mph in a short feet.
Despite being longer than the regular Mini, the Mini Cooper Clubman still provides a
comparable level of driving entertainment. Driver inputs are met with immediate results and

plenty of feedback through the seats, steering wheel and pedals. The electric-assist power
steering makes maneuvering at slow speeds effortless, while hitting the Sport button standard
on every Clubman firms up the steering and sharpens throttle response. For some, though, the
stiff suspension may be a bit jarring, particularly on the John Cooper Works model and the
Cooper S with the optional sport-tuned suspension. In addition to the Clubman's athletic
handling, engine power is surprisingly zippy, even for the base 1. The close gear ratios will have
manual-transmission drivers changing gears quite often, but power is perfectly acceptable for
the majority of owners. The Cooper S and John Cooper Works models will likely bring a smile to
more enthusiastic drivers, with the turbo providing a generous helping of oomph with barely a
hint of lag. Regardless of which Clubman you choose, prepare to have fun. The Mini Clubman's
biggest advantage over the standard Cooper is in rear-seat legroom -- as in, it actually has
some. If you've ever taken a ride in the backseat of a regular Mini, you know what we mean. The
Clubman's passenger-side access door also makes climbing in and out of the backseat a much
easier proposition. However, it's still pretty cozy back there, particularly for larger-than-average
adults. Swing open the twin rear doors and you'll find a cargo area more than 50 percent larger
than the regular Cooper's, although with only 9. Flip the rear seats down, however, and the
cargo bay expands to a useful Just like the regular Cooper, the Clubman features a snazzy,
retro-inspired control setup. One of our main gripes about previous Minis was the oddly placed
stereo control knobs. Fortunately, that has been rectified for with a slightly more conventional
layout. Available styles include 3dr Hatchback 1. Doing so could save you hundreds or
thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used MINI Cooper Clubman. Is it better to lease or
buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And
from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments,
pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a
less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to
drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review
Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Form-over-function interior controls space still
isn't great suspension may be too stiff for some noisy on the highway weak base stereo
potentially high price. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds'
Expert Review. Vehicle overview. For , the range of Mini Cooper Clubman models receives a
slight increase in power output, modified steering for reduced torque steer under hard
acceleration, minor cosmetic changes inside and out, optional adaptive headlights, reworked
radio controls, standard HD and satellite radio and added sound insulation. Read more. Write a
review See all 10 reviews. Beware - Mini is a cool car, but breaks constantly. I own a Mini
Clubman S. After 12 months of use I've concluded that the build quality and engineering design
of the Mini Clubman is poor. The fuel pump broke driving off the lot, the airbag system has been
repaired 3 separate times, the water pump failed, an oil pump solenoid leaked and has been
replaced twice, and the rear cargo 12v outlet came apart. The runflat front tires needed
replacement at 12, miles told by dealer this is "normal", which of course is silly , and now there
is a recall on the electric coolant pump for the turbo can cause engine fire. Car developed
rattles within the first month, and I can still barely use the radio as the controls are so poorly
designed. Read less. More for the money than expected. Looking for a car that would seat four
adults, but still be a "sports car" narrowed the choices real quick. We looked at competing small
cars, but they simply did not come close to looking, driving or performing like the Mini. The
base-engined Clubman with the 6-speed is more than adequate for civil driving and has enough
punch when we want to get "sporty. High-speed driving is effortless, as the engine creates good
mid-range torque. Wind does not affect handling or power. Interior comfort is very good, too.
The car draws good comments and everyone that rides in it finds that it is more than it appears,
as in power, comfort, features, quality, etc. We have owned several MINI's, pretty much every
model. We have used it to carry over 30 bags 40 of dirt for our garden or to take our 3 pets and
half our household to our vacation home for the summer. The Clubman holds it all and still
leaves us room in the front seats to drive comfortably for miles. We love, love, love it! Fun, safe
and mostly reliable But dumb design. I love this car. What I don't like is the hesitation when
pulling out in traffic especially when cold. The acceleration is also delayed which makes it
tough to get used to. My real problem with the car is the dumb design that BMW put into this
car. I've owned the car for about 3 years and never had a problem other than brakes which are
weak but who needs them it is a go-kart after all. So it sat a lot during the winter which was

quite mild. We found about 2 inches of water in the passenger side floor. I evacuated all the
water and dried it out. My wife had left the door ajar so I assumed this was the problem. It
happened again a few days later. Turns out the sunroof drain came off during the winter while
the car was sitting and the water
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leaked down the front pillar into the electrical junction box and into the passenger
compartment. HI BMW a third grader could have figured this out. Audi had already lost millions
in a class action for the same thing. FYI the drivers side is set up the same way. I also noticed
that the screw covers had all been removed prior so the problem obviously had happened
before. The dealer offered me 5k for my 11k car so I'm fixing it and trading it. No longer a fan. I
called Mini Regional and they never called back. Turns out customers are below them. Mini also
does not have any set pricing guides for repairs like most manufacturers have so the dealer can
charge you whatever they want. Wow what a great car. Faster, quieter, more power and about
the same size. Better gas mileage on the highway about the same around town. So look around
before you buy a Mini. They may look cool but there are a lot of other options out there. Write a
review. Sponsored cars related to the Cooper Clubman. Sign Up.

