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The Lexus IS offers daring styling, excellent build quality and benchmark steering feel, but it
trails most rivals in performance and fuel efficiency. Following last year's thorough redesign,
the Lexus IS essentially stands pat. We've applauded the current IS's much-improved interior
with newfound rear legroom, and its head-turning style doesn't hurt, either. On the other hand,
the IS must make do with a relatively soft and inefficient V6 engine under the hood. Although it
shares many strengths with its more powerful IS sibling, this weakness clearly holds the IS
back. That's not to say the IS can't compete. If you're not fixated on acceleration or fuel
economy, you'll find much to like about this compact luxury sedan. Standard features are
generous, including xenon headlights, a sunroof and dual-zone automatic climate control. The
upscale cabin design stands out, too, giving the Germans all they can handle in terms of both
aesthetics and build quality. Out on the road, meanwhile, we've declared the car's steering to be
class-leading for its natural feel and remarkable precision. This is an extremely competitive
segment, however, so the IS 's aging 2. Despite putting out around fewer horses than the IS 's
more modern 3. In our real-world testing, the IS actually trailed the IS by a significant 3. Partly
because the smaller engine has to work a lot harder, and partly because it's paired with an
old-school six-speed automatic transmission instead of the IS 's fresh eight-speed unit. If you're
looking for alternatives, a perennial favorite in this class is the BMW 3 Series sedan, which
offers a pair of potent and highly efficient four-cylinder engines. The other usual suspects
include the Audi A4 and the completely redesigned Mercedes-Benz C-Class , both of which
enjoy performance and efficiency advantages of their own. For Lexus loyalists, the pricier IS
merits serious consideration due to its superior engine and transmission. The Edmunds
"B"-rated IS is a perfectly fine car in isolation, but given the fast company it keeps, it may leave
you wanting more. The IS is reviewed separately. You can access iTunes, hear and compose
text messages and e-mails, arrange your calendar and more, all facilitated by Apple's chatty
digital assistant using the audio system's speakers and Bluetooth microphone. Also standard is
a new smartphone app, Lexus Enform Remote, which includes features like remote engine start,
door and window status check with remote operation capability , fuel level check and a vehicle
locator in case you lose track of where you parked. Furthermore, if you loan your IS to
someone, Enform Remote can alert you when preset parameters like speed or distance are
exceeded. Many desirable IS options are grouped into packages. The Premium package
includes LED headlights and heated and ventilated front seats. The Navigation package
replaces the standard infotainment control dial with Lexus' Remote Touch mouse-type
controller and adds a navigation system, a rearview camera with new dynamic grid lines for ,
enhanced Bluetooth with automatic phonebook download capability and the smartphone-based
Enform App Suite integrating Bing, Yelp, Pandora and other handy Internet services. A speaker
Mark Levinson audio system can be added to navigation-equipped IS s. The Luxury package
includes the Premium package and the rearview camera, and adds auto-dimming exterior
mirrors, rain-sensing wipers, leather upholstery with contrast stitching, wood trim, a power
tilt-and-telescoping steering wheel with heating on AWD models , driver memory functions, a
rearview camera with new dynamic grid lines for , a blind-spot monitoring system with rear
cross-traffic alert and a power rear sunshade. The F Sport package features a full-mesh
treatment for the grille, a revised front bumper which loses the foglights , staggered-width inch
wheels with either summer or all-season tires , a sport-tuned suspension, upgraded brake pads,
stainless steel door-sill inserts, heated and ventilated front sport seats with enhanced
bolstering, aluminum pedals, a black headliner, perforated leather trim, a heated steering wheel
AWD only and a special sport-oriented TFT gauge cluster. Building on the F Sport's equipment,
the Crafted Line is a limited-edition IS that adds unique paint, a two-tone red and black interior,
a two-piece set of Tumi luggage, blind-spot monitors with rear cross-traffic alerts and a
navigation system. Other stand-alone options for the base IS include a few of the above items
as well as same-width inch wheels with either summer or all-season tires , adaptive cruise
control bundled with a collision preparation system , a lane-departure warning system with
automatic headlights and front and rear parking sensors. The Lexus IS is powered by a 2. A
six-speed automatic is the sole transmission, and buyers can choose between rear- and
all-wheel-drive variants. In Edmunds testing, a rear-wheel-drive IS accelerated from zero to 60
mph in 7. On our diverse mile evaluation route, the same rear-wheel-drive IS test car returned 23
mpg. Rivals with turbocharged four-cylinders dust the IS in both acceleration and
fuel-efficiency, and even the explosive six-cylinder BMW i is a bit more frugal at the pump.
Standard safety equipment on the IS includes antilock disc brakes, traction and stability control,
front-seat side airbags, front knee airbags, side curtain airbags and rear-seat side airbags. In
Edmunds brake testing, an IS F Sport with inch wheels and summer tires came to a stop from 60
mph in feet, a lackluster showing compared to similarly equipped rivals. Lexus Enform Safety
Connect is also standard and incorporates automatic collision notification, a stolen-vehicle

locator, an emergency assist button and roadside assistance. Optional safety upgrades include
a rearview camera, front and rear parking sensors, blind-spot monitoring, rear cross-traffic alert
and a lane-departure warning system with automatic headlights. The optional adaptive cruise
control brings a collision preparation system that uses radar to monitor traffic conditions
ahead; if a collision is deemed imminent, it automatically tightens the front seatbelts and
increases initial braking power, though automatic panic braking is not included. In government
crash testing, the Lexus IS received five out of five stars overall, with four stars for frontal crash
protection and five stars for side-impact protection. The independent Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety gave the IS its highest rating of " Good " in the moderate-overlap frontal-offset
and side-impact tests. The Lexus IS leaves little to be desired in terms of ride comfort unless
you're talking about the F Sport. With that package's sport-tuned suspension, the IS rides
harshly on rough pavement, and the rear end has a tendency to bounce around. Otherwise, the
IS is an eminently pleasant daily driver, and its stretched wheelbase relative to earlier IS
generations gives it a more substantial feel on the highway. In keeping with Lexus' reputation,
wind noise is minimal, though road noise can intrude if the summer tires are specified. On curvy
roads, the IS 's steering is unexpectedly communicative and precise. Great handling is about
more than just steering, however, and the IS ultimately lacks the grip and playfulness to
compete at this segment's highest levels. That's particularly disappointing in the stiffly sprung
F Sport model, where performance is supposedly a top priority. To be fair, the IS feels suitably
sporty unless you're really pushing it. The Lexus IS has as nice an interior as you'll find in this
segment, and it's identical to that of the IS , so you're not penalized for choosing the entry-level
model. Supple leather and handsome wood and metallic accents are used liberally, and the
quality of the plastics is hard to fault. As expected in a Lexus, everything seems to be screwed
together exceptionally well, too. Notably, the F Sport's unique TFT-enhanced gauge cluster
features a physical gauge with a motorized sliding function; it's a nifty parlor trick, even if it isn't
particularly useful. Basic controls throughout the cabin are intuitive and easy to use. However,
the mouselike Remote Touch controller for the navigation system is an intriguing idea that
needs more refinement. The controller and on-screen cursor are immediately familiar from
computer use, but placing the cursor is difficult, and if you've incorrectly clicked, there's no
convenient hard "back" button. Moreover, because all of the icons are the same dull colors,
differentiating among them without taking your eyes off the road is needlessly challenging. The
IS 's nicely shaped front seats provide exemplary comfort, though even the F Sport's extended
bolsters could be more supportive during spirited maneuvers. As for the backseat, it's been
completely transformed for this generation. Boasting ample legroom and surprisingly adequate
headroom, it's now on par with the best in this sometimes cramped segment. The trunk can
hold a maximum of Available styles include 4dr Sedan 2. Doing so could save you hundreds or
thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Lexus IS Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask
most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save.
View Photos. Appraise this car. Lackluster power and fuel economy not as athletic as it looks F
Sport's stiff suspension finicky Remote Touch electronics interface. Other years. List Price
Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The Lexus IS is
newly compatible with an Enform Remote mobile app that offers numerous handy features,
including remote start, location finder and vehicle status check. A limited-edition trim level
called Crafted Line with specialized paint and interior touches has been added to the lineup, and
a heated steering wheel is now available on all AWD models. Read more. Write a review See all
15 reviews. I traded up from the previous model IS model year and I couldn't be happier! While
the cars may share an engine and drivetrain, the model is a significant improvement over the
previous model. Lexus has really changed the dynamics of the car with the chassis and
steering; the car feels incredbily sharp, if not overwhelmingly powerful. Forget the AWD and
save weight and mpg, you aren't going to drive this car in the snow anyways the ground
clearance alone won't allow it. Read less. Wish I would have kept the BMW. This car doesn't
have acceleration nor the power of the BMW i. However, it has the feel of a luxury automobile.
The styling is great inside and out. I love the fighter jet cockpit feel. The seats are wonderfully

comfortable. Of course the heated seats are great but the ventilated seats are divine. And yes I
lost over hp but the engine and transmission work so well together that the IS is deceptively
quick and very responsive. So far, I don't miss my TL. I chose the Atomic Silver with the Red
interior and it is definitely one of the best color combinations Lexus has to offer. The IS is nice
but the additional hp not necessary to enjoy the features of this sports sedan. I now have 26k
miles and is a joy to drive everyday. I replaced the tires at 19k miles with Michelin Pilot Super
Sports and it handles much better than when I 1st purchased it. See all 15 reviews of the Used
Lexus IS Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. IIHS Rating.
Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 5 average Rating
out of 3 reviews. Sponsored cars related to the IS Sign Up. Although the Toyota RAV4 isn't a
standout in any one area, its combination of features, passenger space and everyday utility
warrant a closer look if you're shopping for a small crossover. With their up-for-anything
personality, easy-to-park size and sensible appetite for fuel, compact crossovers are some of
the most popular vehicles on the road. Versatility is their greatest asset, as you can easily fill
them with car seats, groceries, sports equipment or the latest spoils from an antiquing trip and
be on your merry way. Thanks to increasingly more competent rivals, the Toyota RAV4 isn't
quite the no-brainer pick anymore. Still, you'll likely find that it checks off most of the boxes on
your "must-have" list. The "compact" classification is almost unjust, given the Toyota RAV4's
roomy passenger and cargo compartments. The latter is especially noteworthy not only for its
capacity which at Whether you're loading it up with a couple of dogs or a couple of bags of
heavy top soil, you'll appreciate the cargo bay's low load floor and, on upper trims, the
availability of an adjustable-height power liftgate. A pleasant demeanor on the road makes the
RAV4 especially likable. In particular, good outward visibility, a composed attitude around
corners and a smooth, quiet ride are character traits anybody can appreciate. But unlike most
competitors, this Toyota offers just one engine choice. There's no engine upgrade if you'd like
more oomph than the average performance. Also, the RAV4's fuel economy numbers are good,
but not class-leading. Given the quality of the competition in the small crossover class, it's
worth checking out a few alternatives. When it comes to all-around versatility, the Honda CR-V
dominates the class thanks to its roomy cabin, abundance of storage compartments, strong fuel
economy and quiet, comfortable ride. Those who truly enjoy driving should consider the
engaging and athletic Mazda CX-5 , though its interior isn't quite as functional as the others.
There's also the well-regarded Ford Escape , which boasts a choice of three engines and a
well-trimmed cabin. Finally, if you plan on taking any off-road excursions, the Jeep Cherokee is
tops in that area, and it's also one of the few models available with a V6 engine. All things
considered, the Toyota RAV4 is not overwhelmingly strong in any one area, but it shines as a
solid, well-rounded entry in a very competitive segment. As such, the RAV4 should easily meet
the needs of most shoppers. The XLE adds inch alloy wheels, foglights, heated side mirrors
with integrated turn signals, roof rails, a sunroof, dual-zone automatic climate control, sportier
front seats, a cargo cover and extendable sun visors. Options for the XLE include a
height-adjustable power liftgate, a navigation system and Toyota's Entune smartphone app
integration. The top-level Limited comes with all of the above plus inch alloy wheels, keyless
entry and ignition, an auto-dimming rearview mirror, a leather-wrapped steering wheel and
shifter, an eight-way power-adjustable driver seat with memory settings, heated front seats and
premium synthetic leather upholstery. Options on the Limited include a navigation system
bundled with a premium speaker JBL audio system. The Technology package adds a blind-spot
monitoring system with rear cross-traffic alerts, a lane-departure warning system and automatic
high-beam control for the headlights. There's also the Blizzard Pearl Premium Package, which
features Blizzard Pearl paint along with inch machine-finished wheels with black accents. The
Toyota RAV4 is powered by a 2. A six-speed automatic transmission is standard, and all
versions of the RAV4 are available with either front-wheel drive or all-wheel drive. Standard
safety equipment on every Toyota RAV4 includes antilock disc brakes, a rearview camera,
stability control, traction control, whiplash-reducing front head restraints, front-seat side
airbags and full-length side curtain airbags. A driver knee airbag is also standard. A rearview
camera is standard across the board, while the optional Technology package on the Limited
provides blind-spot monitoring, rear cross-traffic alerts and lane departure warnings. In
Edmunds brake testing, the RAV4 stopped from 60 mph in feet, which is about 5 feet longer
than average. In government crash tests , the Toyota RAV4 received four out of five stars for
overall protection, with four stars awarded for frontal protection and five stars for side-impact
protection. In Insurance Institute for Highway Safety crash tests, the RAV4 earned a top score of
"Good" for its protection of occupants in the moderate-overlap and small-overlap frontal-offset
impact tests. It also earned a "Good" score for the side-impact, roof strength and seats and
head restraints tests. Most small crossover shoppers will find this Toyota's 2. The six-speed

automatic transmission shifts smoothly, but if you tend to drive assertively, you'll find it slow to
downshift in passing situations. Additionally, when climbing steady mountain grades, we've
noticed that the transmission has a tendency to hunt between gears rather than picking one
gear and sticking with it. Both of these characteristics are likely a consequence of the
powertrain being tuned for maximum gas mileage. The Toyota RAV4 handles well and feels
refined and comfortable when cruising down the highway. A potential exception is the Limited
model, which can get a little jittery on rough pavement due to its big inch wheels. In spite of
that, the cabin remains very quiet, making Toyota's crossover a good option for families with
young children who tend to sleep in the car. Overall, the RAV4 is similar in personality to
Honda's CR-V, and more demanding drivers might find it less enjoyable to drive than sportier
crossovers like the CX-5 and Escape, which have more responsive steering and sharper
acceleration. If comfort is your overriding priority, though, the Toyota should do right by you.
Additionally, if you ever need to venture off the beaten path, the RAV4's available AWD system
quickly applies power where it's needed for optimum traction, giving it a decent amount of
off-road ability. The Toyota RAV4 features an interior design with pronounced angles and lines
that form a streamlined and modern-looking dash. Overall, though, the RAV's design and
materials are average for the compact crossover class, and a few of the audio and climate
controls feel slightly flimsy. The cupholder count is adequate, but there aren't as many useful
storage cubbies as you'll find in the CR-V. Although all of the RAV4's audio systems have
Toyota's Entune branding, only XLE and Limited models with the navigation system include the
Entune suite of smartphone-connected services, among these the Bing search engine, Pandora
streaming radio and traffic, sports and stock information. There's quite a bit of functionality
here, but getting started with Entune can be a hassle: You have to install an app on your phone
and register for an account, plus you always need an active data connection to use its features.
The touchscreen interface has straightforward menus, but it's sometimes unresponsive to user
touch curiously, we've found the more basic touchscreen in the LE better in this regard. On the
upside, all the conventional controls in the RAV4 are easy to use. Rear seat passenger comfort
is hampered slightly by a low-mounted backseat, but space is nevertheless abundant enough
even for taller adults. We also like how the seat provides a large amount of recline adjustment.
The cargo bay measures That's one of the largest capacities in the class. There's also a payoff
for that low-mounted rear seat: a very flat load floor and low load-in height, both of which help
minimize the strain of loading heavy items or even a couple of large dogs. The power-operated
and height-adjustable liftgate is especially convenient. Doing so could save you hundreds or
thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Toyota RAV4. Is it better to lease or buy a car?
Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a
financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off
the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less
expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive
a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review
Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. No engine upgrade option usefulness of
available Entune smartphone features is diminished by cumbersome setup process. Other
years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle
overview. For , the Toyota RAV4 is essentially unchanged save for a couple of new options and
features. Specifically, there is a new Blizzard Pearl appearance package for the Limited, while
the XLE picks up new wheels and the option of a power liftgate. Toyota has also revised the
RAV4's frontal structure this year to improve the vehicle's score in the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety small-overlap frontal-offset crash test. Read more. Write a review See all
reviews. Most reliable crossover on the market. I have had zero issues with this vehicle and
expect to drive it for many years to come. The quality on the interior certainly leaves a bit to be
desired, but after trading in my Jeep Grand Cherokee w 28k miles , I know better than anyone
that all the fancy features and cabin comfort in the world do not make up for a mechanically
unreliable vehicle. The Jeep was one problem after another, despite having very low miles. In
comparison, the Rav4 has needed nothing since the day I drove it off the lot. If some cheap
details in the cabin are the worst thing about this SUV, then you know it's a good vehicle.
Toyota did not cut corners where it truly counts with this vehicle i. However, the 4 cyl is just fine
for me. Who cares if people think it's "boring" to drive? After my Jeep nightmare, I can tell you
that it is WAY more boring to sit at a dealership for hours waiting for repairs!! When you start up

the Rav you know you will get to your destination no matter what. At the end of the day, that's
all I care about. If you're a buyer with similar priorities, you'll love the Rav4. Read less. All the
things you need in a vehicle for today. Shopped for a variety of vehicles that could be an answer
to a variety of situations. The RAV4 checks all the boxes. Oil consumption issues deleted the
Subaru Forester from my list; the Crosstrek was a strong contender but the lack of room
deleted it from my list as well. Vibration issues with the new Honda CR-V crossed itself off my
list. The Subaru Outback had a strong lead, but something in my gut said no. The RAV4 meets
most of my criteria. It's a sharp vehicle and Toyota has done its homework in tweaking
aerodynamic features to maximize efficiency vortex generators, anyone? I came out of a Nissan
XTerra, which I loved but was killing me on ergonomics, and was a poor carpooling choice. The
Limited is a rough rider, but 18" wheels and a taut suspension are the reason. The sport button
adds life to this machine, and the eco button drains any pep - nice to know those features are
there, though. Stop griping about the lack of a place to store your sunglasses - if that's all you
have to complain about, life is pretty good. We do a lot of long distance highway driving and
find it very comfortable. Overall it is a step improvement over the previous model and we are
happy with it, though it is no luxury vehicle. Of the other SUV's we considered, it was the best
manufacturer's lease deal. We've been leasing to wait for better SUV fuel economy
breakthroughs. Now that a RAV4 Hybrid is available, that is our top purchase candidate. The
much more expensive Outback was the best riding, best MPG, most luxurious , and much
quieter, but we preferred the upright seating and compacter wheelbase of a true SUV. Of the 3
true SUVs the Toyota was the quietest both Honda and Subaru still have unacceptable highway
wind noise after all these years and smoothest handling at highway speeds. Like its
predecessor, our RAV4 was flawlessly constructed. The engine purrs and acceleration is very
smooth. Handling is good considering the higher center of gravity and weight of an SUV
Forrester wins in this category with it's boxer engine. In strong wind at highway speed handling
is jittery due to the high profile and short wheelbase- a lot of micro steering adjustments may be
required. Mileage is decent, but not exceptional, and little better than the previous model
despite the addition of an extra gear. Overall I have averaged I have no problem with the
electronic displays and controls. Find them useful, easy to read, and intuitive. Backup camera
with guidelines is a great feature. Basic stereo sound is nothing special; works well with USB or
music player, easy to set up blue tooth connections. It pisses me off that Toyota doesn't include
a driver lumbar support in anything but the XLE model. Some other areas where you now get
less than in the previous model: no overhead sun glass holder, only one in-dash storage box
and a useless shelf above it, less console storage, glove box does not lock, no cross bars but a
cheap after market purchase if you need it, and at least you get roof rails on the basic models
unlike the CRV , no back seat fold down lever in the storage area, no VARIABLE control for
intermittent wiper, no full size spare, plastic wheel covers instead of finished steel wheels. The
extra charge floor mats are very cheap, better to get something after market. Some pluses
versus , ours included a rear storage cover, backup camera, the rear seat headrests can be
easily folded down to improve rear view visibility, in car spare storage and upswing rear door
makes rear access much easier, better MPG feedback tools, quieter ride. Rear visibility is
excellent much better than CRV. However, the forward descending body side lines throw you off
when trying to align the car in a parking space. Cannot see speedometer when driver seat
position is elevated. The RAV4 is lbs. RAV4 also fits more cargo as the wheel wells inside the
back are 44"apart. The rear seats also fold down completely level,unlike CRV. Driving in city,
Sport mode is a must to shift smoother. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic
Test Result No Tip. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this
also viewed 3. Sponsored cars related to the RAV4. Sign Up. A majority of all used US imports
have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to
Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US
vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their
risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years,
CARFAX has been helping millions of used car shoppers make better purchase decisions and
avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the
world to build trust with their customers and sell their American cars with confidence. With
more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built up its database with the help of its partners and
sources, including government offices, law enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car
dealerships, insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly available information,
CARFAX has collected information from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the
service, the price was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in
10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

