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on Oct 29, Show More. Helpful Automotive Resources. Electricity then flows from the battery,
through the starter relay, and to the starter solenoid. Bad Starter Solenoid Symptoms Although
you may have heard of a starter solenoid, you might not know what the part actually does.
Basically, the starter solenoid is an electromechanical device that engages the starter motor.
Most starter solenoids are mounted directly on top of the starter. The Starting System Because
batteries emit hydrogen gas while charging, the battery case cannot be completely sealed.
Years ago there was a vent cap for each cell and we had to replenish the cells when the
electrolyte evaporated. If your engine cranks normally but does not start, the starter motor is
not to blame. Automotive professionals break down no-start situations into two separate
categories: crank-no-start and no-crank-no-start. Contact Us. Phone Number Shop with
Confidence. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Use. Privacy Policy. California Supply Chain
Disclosure. Accessibility Statement. Not every problem with an engine refusing to start is the
same. That's why we call figuring out what's wrong with your car "troubleshooting" rather than
just "fixing. Here is what this owner experienced:. In this case, the owner replaced the fuel
pump , but the problem was elsewhere. Don't be discouraged when this happens. Although it
costs more money when you have to replace multiple parts in your car to solve a problem, this
is the burden of the DIY mechanic. And think of all the money you've saved by working on your
own car! A bad fuel pump causes a sputtering type of stall, not an out-and-out lack of spark.
This owner's car just "quit," and one reason for that might be a problem with the main
relayâ€”an electronic device that opens and closes the fuel supply to the engine. Other Causes
of a no-Spark Engine. There are three primary things that will keep the engine from getting a
spark: A bad ignition coil, a bad igniter, and a bad distributor. The resistance should be about 0.
It can also be bench tested out of the car. As for the igniter, if the tachometer is working, then
the igniter is okay. Here is the procedure for checking the igniter. If the coil and igniter check
out as good, then replace the distributor. Check for codes in the power-train control module.
That will help pinpoint the problem for you. Matthew Wright. Matthew Wright has been a
freelance writer and editor for over 10 years and an automotive repair professional for three
decades specializing in European vintage vehicles. Updated February 19, We have a 97 Accord
EX 4 cylinder with well over , miles on it. Unless you slam the driver side front door, it comes
ajar enough for the door ajar light to come on. That has depleted the battery enough to require
recharging or replacing a few times. So my first question is, how do I replace or fix this issue.
The second problem may be failing starter. We left if overnight and I went back today intending
to remove the battery and have it tested. On a whim I tried to start it and it cranked fine. I left the
newer care there and drove it home to get my wife so we could go back and get the '09 Accord.
When we tried to restart the '97, we got a click but nothing else. Anyway, after a couple more
attempts, it started and ran fine. Any advice on either issue would be greatly appreciated. The
problem could be due to a failing ignition switch. A quick look shows that your car is one those
covered under a Recall for this problem. If the repair has never been performed previously you
can have it done free of charge at any Honda dealer. This would be a good time to have other
outstanding Recalls performed. You can go to Motor Trend, etc. Hope that helps. The door may
just be the door switch. See what happens when you just press the plunger hondas have
plungers, I think. A door switch usually grounds a wire when the door is open. Maybe that wire
is frayed and makes intermittent contact. Usually you can take them out by just taking out a
couple of screws. As far as the starter, be sure to check the battery connections, both ends.
Check the wire going to the frame and the one from the frame to the engine. Also check and
clean the fat red connection going from the starter to the battery. Thanks fellows. We have had
problems with the ignition switch. Only one of our keys will work in it and it seems to be getting
loose. No, there does not have to be an apparent problem to have any Recall done. Is this a
secret recall? I did get two other recalls that were performed. Being notified about a Recall is a
coin flip. Sometimes car owners receive a notification in the mail and in most cases do not. Car
manufacturers are not required to notify individual owners of Recalls; they only have to put it
out there in the public domain. WOW, I had no idea there were this many recalls on my car. I am
not having trouble with the ignition switch or the headlights, but that lower ball joint recall has
may attention. I have had problems with tire wear on the front of this vehicle, especially the
passenger side front but have not been able to pinpoint a cause. The ball joints all look good, at
least using all the shade tree diagnostics. Is this part of a subscription service? BTW, I had the

steering knuckles off the car to replace the rotors and wheel bearings last year and the ball
joints did not appear to be loose. They felt almost like new. I guess its a tenfourfox thing. Okay, I
called the dealership and they say the ignition switch recall work has already been done, along
with the electrical system wiring recall. They looked up the VIN. Is there a test for that I can have
done without pulling the part? Does it have an automatic transmission? Next time it acts up you
might shift into neutral and try to start the engine. If it starts, then that could point to a faulty
neutral switch. Repair guides and support for the 5th generation Honda Accord coupe, sedan,
and wagon. Roy Urena. Drove my Honda accord to the store when I tried to start the car it was
dead. Checked the battery checked the starter both are OK cars lights go on but it doesn't turn
over or start please help. Roy Urena " but it doesn't turn over or start please help" how did you
check the starter? I have a 97 honda accord and am having serious issues with this car. It starts
up and then it'll cut off while im driving. Then it will either crank right up or might take a while.
But today i got in to crank it up and sounds like something broke. Now it sounds like a hushing
noise or vacuum. Did i just break my car?! Someone please help. I have a new battery, starter,
spark plugs, and solenoid. Hello everyone, I had the same issue with my honda accord that
while i was driving for like minutes the car would shutoff on me. I had my mechanic friend
install that for me and my car has been running great for over 3 years now. Show 11 more
comments. Joseph McCoy. Same thing happened to my 97 accord a few weeks ago. I replaced
the starter and the battery under warranty. Everything pointed to the starter being bad. Turns
out just by luck I started looking around the engine compartment and at a glance I happened to
see that the negative battery cable had broken in 2 where it connects to the transmission. This
stopped the starter from working but allowed everything else in the car to still function. If this is
your problem it will be very cheap to fix. Go to a parts store get a 2 foot battery cable and
replace it. Although the one I got at pep boys had a smaller Guage wire for the chassis ground.
So I'll be getting one from honda for piece of mind. Need help. Does it start and then shut off
when you let go of the key? If that's the case then you probably need the electronic part of the
ignition switch, not the key part. Or just throwing it out there. Are you sure that you clocked the
distributor correctly? My honda was sent to a mechanic they said they can't find the problem
but it will crank but don't start I need to no what's wrong with my honda accord ex coupe. I
recently had several of the 97 Honda Accord starting problems discussed above including
quotes of several hundreds of dollars to replace many parts of the electrical, starter and ignition
systems it was a very frustrating experience that had a very simple answer. I changed my keys
to the second backup key that I had never used and to my amazement all the startup problems
went away. In discussions with a key locksmith he pointed out that Honda makes its keys out of
a soft Aluminum alloys and the ignition key mechanism is a case hard steel, over time the steel
wears down the soft key and slight misalignments with the key develop that result in multiple
confusing startup problems. Immediately upon this discovery, I had the locksmith make me
several copies of my never before used backup key, all of which work great. Try my solution, I
hope it works for you! We had this problem today, and tried with our spare key, and the car
started! It took a couple of turns but then it got going. First remove distributor cap have
someone turn engine over if rotor doesn't spin it's the timing belt. If it does chances are it's the
igniter in distributor these cars are known for it Its cheaper to replace with complete after
market distributor than just Honda igniter. Easy fix,with cap removed. Also check electrical plug
count the pins so you get the correct distributor I believe they can be either 8 or 12 pin 9 outta
10 times this is the culprit! Gary kongfish. If it's a 5spd. It could be the clutch start safety switch.
It's located on the clutch if you look down in the floorboard with a flashlight push the clutch in
with one hand while looking to see if the switch depresses all the way in. Try putting it in neutral
with the E-Brake on. With one hand or foot press the clutch hard and start the car at the same
time if no, use your hand so you can see it actually touching the circuit. And it will be a quiet
humm for about 2seconds. If you hear a humm go to next. With a car, you need A, spark, B. D
water to keep it cool. Check all of your fuses, there's 2 fuse boxes 1 under the hood, 2. Maybe
like its turning faster check for a missing belt. Turn the key nothing happens this morning I put
water in the radiator now nothing happens when I trun the key. I got a Honda accord ex v6 99
crank and it won't start I got new spark plugs and wire and new distributor I think is no spark is
very low buzzing sound from the gas pump I need help. I hope by now you have it fixed,
however most likely the starter is going bad and has become stuck. A short term remedy to get
you home in this situation would be to get someone to try and start the car while you take the
handle of something and strike the starter motor. Teching for someone else's franchise. I've
seen twice a honda accord that looked like a fuel pump problem turn out to be the ignition. They
fall apart internally, you can generally get them to go ahead and start or restart if it died while
driving by wiggling the keys a bit then try again. I am not very familiar with honda,but sounds
like it could be that the mass air sensor is bad or has a piece of debris on it, most cars run at

startup for a few seconds then switch over to the computer and at this time if the computer
thinks there is not any air coming into the engine it will cut the fuel, this sensor should be
mounted in the air intake close to your air filter box. My Honda Accord was doing the same
thing, it ended up being my ECM module aka the computer for your car under the glove box,
and I had that replaced and my car has been running perfect since. Had a similar issue with my
Honda Accord, ended up taking it to the Honda dealership to get a diagnostics ran on it, they
found it my distributor needed to be replaced. I replaced it on my car and my car had been
running good for the past 4 years now. I hope this helps. When my was having those same
issues even after I replaced the Distributor, it ended up being the ECM the needed to be
replaced. Janine allison1. My 97 Honda accord would also cut off while I was driving Works fine
now. Patricia Kirk. Hot days I had to park in shade if the sun ended up being on my 94 accord
when returning to drive striatup won't start Everytime if was shady start up no hesatating. Weird
'went through several possibilitys all'n'all was the main relay the first research result that came
up. I looked past it. Note the D4 was blinking when it does that u know not starting. Hector
Ayala. This is not an answer just a suggestion try looking for a vacuum leak. It would cause you
car to stall without anything crazy being wrong with it. Fix Your Stuff. Back Answers Index. Roy
Urena Rep: 4 2 1. Answer this question I have this problem too Subscribed to new answers. Is
this a good question? Yes No. Voted Undo. Score How to determine if it is a gas pump issue.. It
cranks but no start 5speed. Most Helpful Answer. Joseph McCoy Rep: 49 1. Was this answer
helpful? Score 4. It might just be a vacuum leak honestly that is what it sound like. Pvalmont
Rep: 37 1. Score 3. Erica First remove distributor cap have someone turn engine over if rotor
doesn't spin it's the timing belt. Easy fix,with cap removed remove two bolts retaining dist.
Score 2. Gary kongfish Rep: 5 3 1. Is it a automatic or 5spd.? If it's a automatic here the list to
check off to lead you to the problem. D water to keep it cool Unplug your negative battery
terminal, 30 sec. Plug it back up and try it. Score 1. Bobby Rep: 2. Andrea Rep: 13 2. Janine
allison1 Rep: 13 1. Patricia Kirk Rep: 13 1. Hector Ayala Rep: 1. Score 0. Add your answer Roy
Urena will be eternally grateful. View Statistics:. If you're needing a step-by-step Honda starter
motor testing article then you've found it! This tutorial will help you diagnose the starter motor
on your Honda as good or as bad in two simple and easy test steps. Not only that, this is an
on-car test that's done with a simple multimeter, you won't be needing any expensive test
equipment. NOTE: Before you start, let me tell you that the photos used in this article show the
starter motor off of the vehicle just to facilitate the explanations of the starter motor test. For
your testing purposes, do not remove starter motor. Also, the battery cable terminals and
battery posts must be clean and corrosion free. Take all necessary safety precautions, like
using jack stands to hold up the vehicle, wearing eye-protection safety glasses , etc. This will
prevent the engine from starting, in case the starter motor is OK. To get this show on the road,
the first thing you need to do is to use a remote starter switch to apply 12 Volts to the S terminal
of the starter motor solenoid. If the starter motor is good, it'll activate and crank the engine. If
the starter motor doesn't activate and crank the engine after applying 12 Volts to the S terminal ,
then you've got a bad starter motor on your hands. If applicable: jack up your Honda vehicle
and place on jack stands. You'll need to raise the vehicle to gain access to the starter motor.
Most, if not all, of the vehicles covered in this tutorial don't have to be raised to gain access to
the starter motor solenoid. Disconnect the battery negative terminal. You'll reconnect it back in
one of the following steps, for now, it's a safety precaution as you set up the test. Attach a
remote starter switch to the S terminal of the starter motor solenoid. This is easier said than
done, so take your time and make sure the connection is on the S terminal of the starter motor
solenoid. Reconnect the negative battery cable to the battery negative post. Now, apply 12 Volts
to the S terminal of the starter motor' solenoid with your remote start switch. As you apply
these 12 Volts to the S terminal of the starter motor solenoid , you'll get one of two results:.
CASE 1: The starter motor cranked the engine. This means that the starter motor is good and
that you have an electrical issue keeping the starter motor from cranking the engine. This
usually means that your starter motor is bad and needs to be rebuilt or replaced. I suggest one
more test and this is to test the battery cable that attaches to the starter motor for corrosion.
This can be accomplished very easily with a voltage drop test. As an Amazon Associate, I may
earn a small commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product links from this
website. Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic testing
information to help you solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2 Page 3. Contents of this tutorial:. All
Articles: Honda 2. Applies To:. Honda Vehicles:. Do NOT follow this link or you will be banned
from the site! One of the most important â€” and most forgotten â€” components of any
vehicle's ignition system is the starter relay. This electrical part is designed to redirect power
from the battery to the starter solenoid, which then activates the starter to spin over the engine.
The proper activation of this process allows the ignition switch's circuit to complete, which will

permit you to shut the vehicle off when you turn the key off. Although it's unlikely that you'll
ever experience a problem with the starter relay, it is prone to mechanical failure and will need
to be replaced by a professional mechanic if it wears out. Most of today's modern cars and
trucks have an electronic ignition switch that is activated by remote key. This key has an
electronic chip embedded that links up with the computer on your vehicle and allows the
ignition button to activate. There are times when this type of key will impact the operation of the
starter relay and display similar warning signs as if this system is damaged. Listed below are a
few of the symptoms of a damaged or worn out starter relay. If you notice these warning signs,
make sure you contact a local ASE certified mechanic to completely inspect your vehicle as
these symptoms might indicate problems with other components. The most obvious warning
sign that a problem with the starter relay exists is when the vehicle won't start when you engage
the ignition process. As stated above, electronic keys do not have a manual ignition switch.
However, when powered, it should send a signal to the starter relay once the key is turned or
the starter button is pressed. If you press this button or if you turn the key on a manual ignition
switch and the vehicle does not turn over, it may be caused by a problem with the starter relay.
This problem may be attributed to a circuit that has failed, so no matter how many times you
turn the key, the vehicle will not start. If the circuit has not yet completely failed, you may hear a
clicking noise as you try to turn the key. In either case, you should contact a professional
mechanic to inspect the symptom and correctly diagnose the precise cause. When you start
your engine and release the key or stop pressing the starter button on a modern vehicle, the
circuit is supposed to close, which will discontinue power to the starter motor. If the starter
stays on after the engine has ignited, the main contacts in the starter relay have most likely
welded together in the closed position. When this occurs, the starter relay will be stuck in the
on position and damage will occur to the starter, circuit, relay, and the transmission flywheel if
it is not addressed immediately. If the starter relay is working properly, it will send power to the
starter every time it is engaged. However, it is possible that the starter relay will become
damaged due to excessive heat, dirt, and debris or other issues that might cause sporadic
operation of the starter. If you try to start your car and the starter doesn't activate instantly, but
you turn the key switch once again and it works, this is most likely due to a problem with the
relay. In this case, it's important that you contact a mechanic as soon as possible so they can
determine what is causing the intermittent contact. In many cases an intermittent starting
problem is linked to a bad wire connection that may become dirty due to exposure under the
hood. This symptom is common when your battery is low on amps , but is also an indicator that
your starter relay is not sending a full signal. The relay is an all or nothing device, meaning that
it either sends the full electrical current or sends nothing to the starter. However, there are
some occasions when a damaged starter relay will cause the starter to make a clicking sound
when you turn the key. The starter relay is a very durable and reliable mechanical part, however
it is possible for damage to occur requiring a mechanic to replace the starter relay. If you notice
any of these warning signs, make sure to contact one of the professional mechanics at
YourMechanic. The most popular service booked by readers of this article is Starting And
Charging Inspection. Our certified mobile mechanics perform over services, including
diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled mileage maintenances, and will come to you with
all necessary parts and tools. Our certified mobile mechanics make house calls in over 2, U.
Fast, free online quotes for your car repair. Starting And Charging Inspection Cost. Service
Location. Vehicle does not start The most obvious warning sign that a problem with the starter
relay exists is when the vehicle won't start when you engage the ignition process. Starter stays
on after engine started When you start your engine and release the key or stop pressing the
starter button on a modern vehicle, the circuit is supposed to close, which will discontinue
power to the starter motor. Intermittent issues starting the vehicle If the starter relay is working
properly, it will send power to the starter every time it is engaged. Clicking sound coming from
the starter This symptom is common when your battery is low on amps , but is also an indicator
that your starter relay is not sending a full signal. Home Articles. The statements expressed
above are only for informational purposes and should be independently verified. Please see our
terms of service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings. YourMechanic Auto Repair.
Related Articles. How Does a Starter Motor Work? Recent Starting And Charging Inspection
reviews. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Eugenio 26 years of experience. Request Eugenio.
Eugenio arrived on time and provided a great explanation of what's going on with the car. Hope
to book him again soon! It was well done job, In order to change the wheel bearing you need to
have the right tools and I believe to remove the bearing which is not an easy task, maybe you
should provide better tools especially for cars that they are over 10 years old. Torrieanto 12
years of experience. Request Torrieanto. Prompt, professional, and friendly. He knew his stuff
and made recommendations. Thanks so much. One of the best mechanics I have ever dealt

with. Anderson 27 years of experience. Request Anderson. Anderson was very friendly and
professional. Michael 27 years of experience. Request Michael. My interaction with Michael L. I
plan on using Michael and Your mechanic again and will highly recommend them to others.
Need Help With Your Car? Related articles. The highest tech cars can contain miles of electrical
wiring. Wires must be secured and protected from heat and debris in order to work properly.
Read more. How to Dispose of Car Batteries Car batteries have chemicals which can damage
the environment. Dispose of car batteries at a battery recycling center or a local auto supply
store. It all starts with your car battery. Your car's electrical system operates on a close
2005 dodge grand caravan fuse box location
yj 350 swap
1993 buick century fuel pump relay location
d circuit, with the main power system being the automotive battery. It uses less than Related
questions Car won't turn over Hello there, a no-start condition is a very common fault. The most
likely causes for this to happen on your Plymouth Breeze would be a battery, starter, battery
cable, ignition switch, wiring harness fault, or an open circuit. Whan engine is warm, it shuts off
and won't restart Hello there, thank you for asking about your Dodge Ramcharger. We must
determine what is going on when the engine is warm that causes the no start. The proper fuel
pressure and ignition signals must be present or it No light dimmer radio Hello. On your
dashboard, there should be a three piece button that is located between the speedometer and
the radio. One of the three buttons should have a plus and minus symbol on it. There should
also be a picture Browse other content. Schedule your Starting And Charging Inspection today!
Starting And Charging Inspection Price. How can we help? Read FAQ.

