Diagram of guitar parts

Did you know that there are at least 21 parts of a guitar for a beginner to learn? Generally
speaking, there are two types of guitars: acoustic and electric. Luthiers, or guitar makers, build
acoustic guitars so they can be played without amplification. Electric guitars require an
amplifier to produce a sound loud enough to hear well. Strings are numbered from the thinnest
string 1st string to the thickest string 6th string. Frets are numbered from the headstock toward
the body starting with 1. Sometimes the number 0 or letter O is used to denote an open string,
or one that is played without fretting a note. Guitarists can move horizontally up or down the
fretboard, or vertically across the fretboard. These are common terms used to communicate
how to shift your hands when playing the guitar. Wow, thanks for the interesting and really
helpful post. Im trying to learn more about guitar. Chris, Thank you for your kind words. Thanks
a million times. This lesson helped clear my misconceptions about guitars. Thx for this! Thank
you for posting this info. I love music and have always played horns. I wanted to learn
something new and I love the sound of an acoustic. This has been extremely helpful. Lesson
Ticker. Ask Patmac [ March 23, ] AP What are the biggest chord mistakes for beginner guitar
players? Notes are named using the first seven letters of the alphabet, however there are more
than seven pitches, or notes, produced on the guitar. The note names, or letters, repeat
themselves. Fretting a note is executed by pressing the string down behind a fret on the
headstock side of the fret. Beginner Course: Getting Started. Next article. This was really helpful
with my guitar student this Am â€¦. I am glad that this article helped you. There are certainly a
lot of guitar parts! Printed and put on the door of the music practice room for the kids. Leave a
Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be published. Privacy Policy. All Rights
Reserved. When learning guitar, I and other tutors will make reference to some of the
terminology found on this page, so you need to know where these parts are on your guitar and
what their function is. It's also useful when shopping for a guitar so you fully understand the
specification you're getting. The electric guitar on the right pictured above has what are called
cutaways in its design - scoops where the neck meets the body. These allow you to reach the
higher frets without obstruction from the body. Guitars can have one or two cutaways and
acoustic guitars can also have them typically electro-acoustics. Let's take a more in depth look
at the individual parts of the guitar acoustic and electric from head to "tail" On a standard six
string guitar their are six tuning machines that provide the mechanism to tune each string. To
tune the strings up or down you turn the tuning pegs. Connected to each tuning peg is the
tuning machine - the mechanism that turns the tuning posts and winds the string, making it
tighter tune up or looser tune down. Each tuning post has a hole to thread the string through.
The headstock can also be where you access the truss rod , which runs inside the length of the
neck. I won't go into that too much now because it's a more advanced setup option and isn't
used very often unless your guitar is stored in environments with frequent fluctuations in
temperature. In a nutshell, the truss rod increases or relieves the bow in the neck, which can
help to eliminate fret buzz. If you're interested, you can find out more about setting up your
guitar here - bookmark that page. If you're an absolute beginner, it's not that important right at
this moment. Learn the parts of the guitar first! The nut is responsible for seating the strings as
they pass from the headstock on to the guitar neck and fingerboard. The strings get seated into
the slits in the nut. It marks one end of the vibrating length of the string when plucked, the other
end being the bridge. The neck , typically made of mahogany or maple, is not the same part as
the fretboard see below. The fretboard is in fact glued on to the neck. When holding the guitar,
your thumb will be positioned around the back of the neck. The fretboard also called the
fingerboard is where you "press" the strings to create notes and chords. Along the fretboard
are raised metal frets, or fret wires. You press the string s down just behind the fret wire to
create a particular note or chord. The most common fretboard materials are rosewood and
maple. Maple is the lighter wood and generally produces a brighter, tighter sound. Along the
fretboard there are often inlay markers , either dots or more elaborate markings positioned at
regular fret intervals usually frets 3, 5, 7, 9, 12, 15, 17, 19, 21 and 24 if the guitar has 24 frets.
This is where the neck is connected to the body. The neck is attached either through a bolt-on
usually 3 or 4 screws , set-in or neck-through construction. Both set-in and neck-through
construction generally improve sustain, although bolt-on is still used on many high end guitars.
They're also used for cosmetic reasons, often a different colour from the body or with a pattern.
The pickups are situated on the body where the fretboard ends. These are the magnetic parts
responsible for picking up the string vibrations and translating this into sound through your
amplifier. The pickup closest to the bridge is called the bridge or lead pickup. The pickup
closest to the neck is called the neck, rhythm or jazz pickup. The two main types of pickup are
single coil right, top and humbucker or double coil. Single coils traditionally used on Strat style
guitars have a thinner, brighter sound than the fatter, warmer sounding humbuckers typically
used on Les Paul style guitars. Humbuckers are often covered with chrome or brass plates. The

name humbucker comes from the fact they were made to produce less noise than single coils.
Literally "bucking the hum". These are the knobs and switches that control the volume and tone
of the signal from the pickups to the output. Guitars commonly have one tone knob per pickup
and one master volume. Some also have a volume knob for each pickup. Electric guitars also
have a pickup selector switch so you can choose which pickup s to activate. Guitars with three
pickups e. Strats tend to use 5-way pickup switches. The first position for the bridge pickup
only, the second selects bridge and middle, third selects middle only, fourth middle and neck,
fifth neck only. Acoustic guitars use what is called a sound hole to amplify the sound of the
picked or strummed strings. Electro-acoustic guitars also use a pickup and onboard preamp,
giving you the option to plug in like you would an electric and use an external amplifier.
Remember how the nut is one end of the vibrating length of the string? The bridge is the other,
and is where the string meets the body. On electric guitars, individual saddles support each
string after it's threaded through either the body or a tail piece. Adjustments can be made at the
bridge to string height and intonation more on these setup elements another time. Some guitar
bridges support the use of a tremolo arm also known as a whammy bar, see pic. The tremolo
arm moves the bridge up and down to quickly change the pitch of the strings and back again,
producing a vibrato effect or "dive bomb". The bridge on acoustic guitars serves exactly the
same purpose - to transfer string vibration to the guitar body. However, acoustic bridges are
much simpler. They typically consist of a single piece of wood e. Simply where each end of the
strap attaches to the guitar, usually one at the base of the body, the other at the top of the body
near the neck or even on the neck itself. I'm sure you know what these are! Strings come in
different gauges thickness and materials - steel for electric, steel, brass or bronze for acoustic
and nylon for classical acoustic. Gauge is measured in inches. For example, I typically use a. If
you hear someone refer to using "10's", they will likely mean a set of strings of which the
skinniest string is. The most common gauges range from. Please consider donating to fretjam
and support the free lessons Have any questions, thoughts or ideas about this lesson? Let us
know using the comments form below. Take some time to learn the parts of the guitar and get to
know your instrument! So, pretty straightforward stuff, but take your time as always. In-line
Tuners. Classical Tuners. Did This Help You? Say "thanks" by sharing this with fellow guitarists
Share Your Thoughts Where Next? Go to our FAQ page for more info. Check out the parts of the
acoustic guitar diagram larger version below to learn the different parts of the acoustic guitar.
Some of this will be a little bit technical for some or obvious for others. Headstock: The
headstock is the very top of the guitar and houses the machine heads. Machine Heads: The
machine heads are very important- they are the mechanisms that control the tensions of the
strings. Part of the machine head is the tuning peg or tuning knob. The tuning peg, like the
name suggests, is used to adjust the tension of the string to allow you to tune the string
correctly. The capstan is what holds the string in place. There is a hole in the capstan that the
string threads through and as the tuning peg is wound it turns the capstan via the gear and the
string is wrapped around the capstan. Loosening the machine head by turning it to the left will
result in a lower pitched sound. Tightening the machine head will cause the pitch of the string
to go higher. The Nut: The nut is located at the intersection of the headstock and the neck of the
guitar. The nut allows the strings to be raised off the fretboard and also maintains correct string
spacing â€” so it is a very important component! The nut along with the bridge saddle [a. This is
what is often referred to as the action of the guitar. A lower action means that the strings are
closer to the fretboard and a higher action means that they are further away. A lower action can
make the guitar easy to play but if you go too low you can end up with fret buzz. The Fretboard
a. Fingerboard : The fretboard houses the frets see below and this is what your fingers press
against when you are playing. The fretboard is usually a separate piece of wood attached to the
face of the neck and the most common wood used is rosewood. The frets control the tonality of
the guitar. The neck: The neck of the guitar runs from the heel on the top of the body of the
guitar up to the base of the headstock. The fretboard sits on the face of the neck. Steel string
acoustics and some nylon string acoustics have truss rods, which is a steel rod that runs
through the middle of the neck to strengthen it. The body: The body of the acoustic guitar is
made up of back, sides and top. Often the top sheet the sound board is made of different wood
than the back and sides. The upper part of the body closest to the neck is known as the treble
bout and the lower part is the bass bout. The waist narrowest section in between the bouts acts
as a divider between the sections. The two most common shapes of acoustic guitars are the
dreadnought shape, the grand auditorium and the classical shape. The shape of the diagram
above is the dreadnought shape. The Sound Hole: The sound hole is not just to allow the sound
to project but it is also very important for equalizing the air pressure to allow the sound board to
vibrate. The Pick Guard: Some, but not all, acoustic guitars have pick guards a. These are, as
they sound, to protect the sound board from any damage potentially caused by a pick or

fingers. The bridge is what holds the strings to the body of the guitar and transfers the sound
from the vibrating strings into the soundboard. The Bridge Saddle a. Bridge Nut : The bridge
saddle , in cooperation with the nut at the base of the headstock, controls the spacing of the
strings and the action of the guitar how high the strings sit above the fretboard. The bridge
saddle also affects the tone depending on the material that it is made from. Bridge pins: Bridge
pins are found only on steel string acoustic not on classical guitars nylon strings. Thanks for
reading and I hope you now have a greater understanding of the parts and workings of an
acoustic guitar. If you have any questions or comments please feel free to leave them in the
comments section below and I will reply as soon as possible. The parts of a guitar. It seems like
most people look at a guitar and would say "Gee whiz a guitar. The serious guitar student needs
to know more about guitars because it will be their tool that they will use to make music.
Knowing the parts and their function will help you make sure you are getting the best possible
sound that you get. When you know how to get the best possible sound out of your guitar, it will
open up the possibilities that you have pictured for yourself as a guitarist. The Parts of a guitar Acoustic and Electric Guitar. What do they have in common? The number of strings they have
can vary. The more strings the more sonic possibilities. Most guitars have 6 strings. Some have
more. We will stick with 6 for right now. Electric or acoustic, the vibration and resonance of the
wood structure of the body affects the sound of the guitar. Better wood and craftsmanship
makes a tremendous difference in sound quality. Necks - The neck of the guitar is where the
action happens. The neck not only holds the strings but the tuners, nut, frets and fretboard. The
neck is where all the notes played are fingered, tapped and sounded in various ways. The
design and material of the neck also has a dramatic effect on sound and the play-ability of the
whole guitar. Head - The head holds the tuners. The design of the head determines the
placement and design of the tuners also. The nut - The nut of the guitar holds the strings in
place on the neck. The material the nut is made of affects the sound of the guitar and it can be
made of a variety of materials from fossilized mammoth bone to plastic. Bone is better. Some
way to make the sound louder - The acoustic has a resonance chamber and the electric has
pickups. The Bridge - The Bridge is where the strings are attached to the body at the other end.
The way that the bridge is attached affects the sustain How long the notes sound. Welcome to
guitar-skill-builder. Parts of an electric and acoustic guitar. Can't find it? The rationale behind
this is straightforward. In the later lessons where we look into the technical aspects of guitar
techniques e. Without further ado, below is a labeled diagram which shows the various
components of an electric and acoustic guitar. Try this. Put one of your hands on the head and
strum the guitar with the other hand. You might also observe that the design of the head might
vary across different types of guitars usually slotted on classical guitars and fully solid in
acoustic and electric guitars. When you are changing the strings, do note that you need to tie
the end of the string to the peg in order to avoid slippage. The nut is found at the location where
the guitar head meets the neck of the guitar. It is a piece of material e. These small grooves hold
the strings in their proper position and help guide the strings towards the tuning mechanism. If
you notice any of these issues, I recommend seeking professional help in making adjustments
to the nut. The fretboard is also known as the neck. On a guitar fretboard, it is divided up into
many smaller sections by thin metal bars called frets. Position markers are indicators that can
be found on certain frets. This is because the 12th fret of a string produces the same note
octave of a higher pitch an open string. Most acoustic and classical guitars have hollow bodies.
A soundhole is an opening in the hollow body designed to project sounds made by the vibrating
strings. Basically, you can think of the sound hole as an amplifier which makes the plucked
note sounds louder. These pickups are designed to pick up magnetic fluctuations caused by a
vibrating string above it. After which, electrical signals are sent from the guitar to the amplifiers
via cables. The body of the guitar can come in many different shapes and sizes. In general, the
quality of the wood used as well as design of the body can have a big influence over the tone of
the guitar. This is one of the reasons why some guitars can cost up to 10X more than that of
another one. The bridge is a piece of hardware where the strings are anchored to the body
guitar. In hollow bodied guitars, the bridge transmits vibrations from the strings to the guitar
body for a
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mplification. The height of the bridge also determines the action of the guitar. So if you ever
need to change the action of your guitar , this is one of the key places to make adjustments.
Click here to learn more details and purchase the course before this promotion endsâ€¦. Click
here to cancel reply. Nut The nut is found at the location where the guitar head meets the neck

of the guitar. Fretboard The fretboard is also known as the neck. Position markers Position
markers are indicators that can be found on certain frets. Body The body of the guitar can come
in many different shapes and sizes. Bridge The bridge is a piece of hardware where the strings
are anchored to the body guitar. We Recommendâ€¦. Our Exclusive Newsletter! Leave A
Comment Click here to cancel reply. I used to be a full-time guitar instructor and had taught
hundreds of people how to play the guitar. I created this website to share my knowledge and as
a means for people to learn the guitar for free. No spam. No BS.

