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The United States Coast Guard commissioned a new Keeper class of coastal buoy tenders in
the s that are feet 53 m in length and named after lighthouse keepers. Keeper-class cutters
serve the Coast Guard in a variety of missions and are tasked with maintaining aids to
navigation ATON , search and rescue SAR , law enforcement LE , migrant interdiction, marine
safety inspections, environmental protection and natural resources management. Keeper-class
cutters are also used for light ice breaking operations. These vessels are ' long and replaced the
World War II era ', ' and ' tenders. The new class of buoy tender cut crew size from 50, 35 and 26,
respectively, to 25, saving the already cash-strapped Coast Guard financial and personnel
resources. Keeper-class cutters are equipped with mechanical Z-drive azimuth thruster
propulsion units instead of the standard propeller and rudder configuration. These mechanical
drives are designed to independently rotate degrees. Combined with a thruster in the bow, they
enable Keeper-class tenders to dynamically maneuver in a variety of sea states. This allows the
cutter to precisely place an aid to navigation ATON. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
Baker, A. Saunders, Stephen. Jane's Fighting Ships â€” Keeper-class cutters. List of cutters of
the United States Coast Guard. Hidden categories: Webarchive template other archives All stub
articles. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community
portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons.
United States Coast Guard. Ida Lewis. Marcus Hanna. Baltimore, Maryland. James Rankin.
Petersburg, Florida. Frank Drew. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. William Tate. Atlantic Beach,
Florida. Henry Blake. San Pedro, California. George Cobb. This United States Coast Guard
article is a stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it. This article about a specific ship or
boat of the United States Armed Forces is a stub. Introduced for the model year as the
replacement for the Ford F-series panel van , the model line is currently in its fourth generation.
Produced in multiple design variations for both retail and commercial sale, the E-Series was
developed as a van for either cargo or passenger use, and as a cutaway van chassis and
stripped chassis a chassis without bodywork. Since the model year, only the latter two designs
are offered, as Ford replaced E-Series vans with the Ford Transit. From to , the E-Series van was
the best-selling full-size van in the United States. The model line entered its 60th year of
production for , second only to the Ford F-Series in production since within Ford Motor
Company in terms of longevity. Prior to its closure, Lorain Assembly Lorain, Ohio assembled
the model line from to Ford released the first-generation Ford Econoline on September 21, for
the model year. Three models were available, a cargo van, a passenger van also sold under the
Station Bus and Club Wagon names , and a forward-control pickup truck. Competing directly
against the rear-engine Chevrolet Corvair van and Volkswagen Transporter , the Ford Econoline
established multiple design precedents adopted by successive American vans, including the
Chevrolet Van and Dodge A While also a forward-control vehicle, Ford introduced a mid-engine
configuration. The first-generation Ford Econoline was based on the Ford Falcon compact car
range. For , the six became standard, with a cubic-inch six introduced as an option. A
three-speed manual was standard, with a Dagenham four-speed manual introduced for and
discontinued in ; the cubic-inch engine was offered with a 3-speed automatic in , and the larger
two engines were both offered with a 3-speed automatic as an option thereafter. In contrast to
the Falcon, the Econoline was fitted with a solid front axle and a solid rear axle suspension with
leaf springs for all four wheels. In its body design, the Ford Econoline adapted several elements
of the Volkswagen Type 2 while making major departures with other design features to
accommodate its mid-engine layout. In line with Volkswagen, the Econoline positioned the front
seats above the front axle, making it a cabover -style configuration similar to the Jeep Forward
Control. The grille placed below the headlights was a design feature borrowed loosely from the
Ford Thames E a predecessor of the Ford Transit. The mid-engine placement enlarged the cargo
area, as the engine compartment was located forward of the flat load floor. Through its
production, the first-generation Ford Econoline was offered in several variants. Alongside the
standard 6-door cargo van, an 8-door version adding 2 doors on the driver side was added for
For , a panel van was introduced, deleting side loading doors altogether. For , a "Super Van"
extended-length body was introduced, extending the body 18 inches behind the rear axle.
Econoline cargo vans except panel vans were offered with or without side windows in several
configurations. Alongside the Ford Falcon, the Ford Econoline was expanded into a product line
including several vehicles. In Canada, the Econoline was marketed through both the sales
networks of both Ford and Lincoln-Mercury as a Mercury , to increase its presence outside of
urban areas. Introduced alongside the cargo van in , Ford introduced two passenger variants of
the Econoline branded as part of the Falcon range. Introduced as a bodystyle for , the Ford
Econoline pickup truck derived its body from the cargo van. Similar in configuration to the
Chevrolet Corvair pickup , the Econoline pickup bed saw no engine intrusion related to the
engine compartment. While far shorter than the similar-GVWR F, the Econoline pickup was

designed with a 7-foot long pickup bed sized between the two F-Series offerings. Two versions
of the cab were offered, a standard "3-window" cab and an optional "5-window", which added
wraparound windows to the cab corners. The introduction of the cubic-inch engine for
necessitated a larger engine compartment, intruding slightly into the cargo bed to provide
clearance for the transmission bellhousing. The same year, a "Spring Special" package was
offered as a trim option. At the time of its launch, Ford projected the Econoline pickup truck to
outsell the van, but buyers reversed the trend, with the van outselling the pickup truck
nine-to-one. When branding its truck offerings under the Mercury brand, Ford of Canada
maximized its presence in rural area serviced by either Ford or Lincoln-Mercury but not both. As
with the Mercury M-series trucks, the Mercury Econoline was largely identical to its Ford
namesake differing primarily in badging ; the model was marketed in Canada as a cargo and
passenger van and a pickup truck. After , production of the model line was sourced from the
United States. Production numbers of Mercury Econolines were low; for example, a total of 1,
Mercury Econoline pickup trucks were built in As the result of a lengthy United Auto Workers
strike in , the launch of the second-generation Econoline van was delayed almost four months
until January Instead of calling it a or Shedding its Falcon roots, the second-generation
Econoline became a heavier-duty vehicle, sharing many of its underpinnings with the F-series
full-size pickups. While the unibody construction of the previous-generation van was carried
over, a major change was made in the overall layout in the body and chassis of the Econoline.
To build a heavier-duty chassis, the mid-engine forward-control layout was abandoned in favor
of a front-engine layout with the axle placed forward; this also allowed the use of the " Twin
I-Beam " front suspension used in the F-series trucks. With the change of chassis and axle
configurations, the Econoline gained a conventional hood for engine access though most
engine access remained from the interior. To aid in engine compartment ventilation, the model
was given a conventional grille, styled similar to the F series. For , the grille was redesigned to
match the updated F series. For , a sliding rear door became an option; introduced on a cutaway
van chassis was the Hi-Cube van, a cab-chassis version of the Econoline with a box-van body.
The introduction of the cab-chassis variant would become popular in the recreational-vehicle
industry a Class C RV , a segment still dominated by the E series in the s. Inside of the
Econoline, the shift of the engine location moved the engine housing from between the seats to
in front of the driver and front passenger, under the windshield. While the Econoline cargo van
remained, it was joined by an Econoline passenger van replacing the Falcon van. Based on an
all-new chassis , Ford became the first American manufacturer to adapt body-on-frame
construction to a full-size van. The new-generation Econoline would become common not only
in its own right, but as the basis for other vehicles. With a full frame, the Econoline became
popular as a cutaway van chassis ; the design served as a basis for many ambulances, and
various types of trucks and buses. The shared drivetrain with the F-Series marked the
beginning of aftermarket four-wheel drive conversions. During the s, the Econoline became
popular as a basis for van conversions. Using the sparsely-equipped Econoline cargo van as a
basis, a luxurious interior was fitted, along with extensive customization of the exterior. To
increase the versatility of the full-size van line, the Econoline was developed using
body-on-frame construction for the first time. In addition to increasing the strength of the
chassis, the configuration allowed more commonality with the F-series trucks. As before, the
Twin I-Beam front suspension was used. In its new configuration, the engine was moved further
forward and lowered relative to the body. After the model year, the inch wheelbase Club Wagon
passenger van was discontinued, and the inch wheelbase Econoline Cargo Van was
discontinued after the model year, leaving the inch wheelbase as the sole option. In , to increase
the fuel economy of the Econoline without a major loss in engine output, Ford introduced the
option of a 6. The diesel V8 engines were available only in Econoline s or Club Wagons sold on
the same chassis. The cutaway version was available with the larger 5. Due to the popularity of
automatic transmissions in full-size vans, Ford discontinued all manual transmissions after the
model year. The column-shifted 3-speed departed after , leaving the floor-shifted 4-speed
overdrive manual as standard. The four-speed was replaced by a Mazda-sourced 5-speed M5OD
for Unlike its predecessors, Ford designed the Econoline with a "two-box" layout. Similar to the
Ford Transit of the time, the configuration moved the engine as far forward as possible and
lower in the chassis than in its predecessor; although the hood was nearly twice as long, the
hoodline was much lower. A higher degree of parts commonality with the F series made itself
known in the bodystyling: the vent windows, taillights, bumpers, and wheels were common
items between the two vehicles. In , a minor facelift updated the grille design; round headlights
were replaced by rectangular units. Although the Ford Aerostar minivan would introduce styling
far different from the Econoline, the basic styling of the full-size van would heavily influence the
Ford Ranger and its SUV offspring, the Ford Bronco II. Inside, the redesign of the chassis

expanded interior room, though the rear of the engine still remained between the front seats; an
engine cover still provided access for servicing. Sharing many controls with the F series, the
new design also improved interior ergonomics. In three body sizes, the Econoline was
produced in a cargo van and passenger van, with the latter produced in three trim levels; base,
Custom and Chateau. In addition, the Club Wagon was produced solely as a passenger van.
While the third-generation chassis was largely carried over, the body and interior underwent a
complete redesign. As with the smaller Ford Aerostar , the fourth-generation model line was
offered two body lengths on a common wheelbase. For , to adopt a nomenclature closer in line
to that of Ford full-size trucks, the Econoline was renamed the E-Series. From onward, the
E-Series has remained in production solely for commercial markets in cutaway-cab and stripped
chassis configurations. Sharing many components with F-Series trucks, the E-Series retained
the "Twin I-Beam" front suspension used by rear-wheel drive Ford trucks in North America from
the s to the early s. The rear suspension was a live rear axle with rear leaf springs. For the
model year, the chassis underwent its largest revisions of the fourth generation. In an effort to
improve handling and safety, larger brakes were added, improved steering, rollover stability
control , and a higher GVWR. On or series vans, a 7. During , the IDI diesel was replaced by a 7.
For , the E-Series underwent a revision of its engine lineup, retaining only the 7. Sharing its
gasoline engines with the tenth-generation F-Series , a 4. The 5. For , the 7. While gaining an
intercooler over its predecessor, due to the lack of airflow in the engine compartment compared
to Super Duty trucks , Ford had to detune the E-Series version of the 6. For , the 4. The 6.
Diesels were no longer offered after the model year. For , the E-Series gained flexible-fuel
capability with 4. In May , the final 4. For , the 6. During its production, the fourth-generation
E-series underwent minor revisions in and , with a major revision in ; for , the model line
underwent an additional update. The cargo van was sold as a two-passenger vehicle, with the
passenger van sold in various configurations, including 5, 8, 9, 12, and 15 passengers. During
its production, the fourth-generation model line underwent several name changes. As with the
previous generation, the Econoline was sold as both a cargo van and as a passenger van
Econoline Wagon with the Ford Club Wagon sold only as a passenger van. Toward the end of
the s, Ford began to phase out the use of the Econoline and Club Wagon nameplates. For , the
Club Wagon nameplate was discontinued in favor of Econoline Wagon. For , the Chateau was
dropped, replaced by the E Traveler; due to low sales, it was dropped after a single model year.
For , to commemorate the 50th year of production, Ford offered a 50th Anniversary Edition of
the E-Series. Offered on XLT Wagons, the option package was distinguished by blue metallic
paint, embroidered seatbacks, and exterior badging. For the model year, the body of the
Econoline underwent a complete redesign. In contrast to its GM and Dodge competitors, the
two-box body configuration made a return. To optimize the aerodynamics of the van body, the
hood was angled slightly downward and the windshield was raked back though far less than the
Aerostar. If specified, all side and rear window glass was flush-mounted to the body, along with
wraparound taillamp lenses; flush-mounted composite headlamps were an option standard on
all Club Wagons. When redesigning the interior of the E-series, the driver compartment
underwent extensive modernization. While space between the front seats was again dominated
by the front-mounted engine, a redesign of the engine cover freed up additional passenger
room. Sharing controls and components with the F-Series and Aerostar, the model line became
the first full-size van equipped with a standard driver-side airbag except for series models,
exempted by their GVWR. The instrument panel received more legible instruments but no
tachometer ; a 6-digit LCD odometer replaced the previous 5-digit analog unit. For , CFC-free Ra
air-conditioning refrigerant was adopted beginning with September production. For , the
E-series underwent a revision of both its exterior and interior, largely to bring its appearance in
line with other Ford trucks. The previous egg-crate grille was replaced by an eight-hole
oval-shaped cutout matching the Explorer and F The interior underwent a complete redesign,
adopting an all-new dashboard. Following the adoption of dual airbags for all versions , the
"brick"-style steering wheel was replaced by one with a center-mounted horn. To improve the
convenience of interior controls, rotary switches for climate controls were introduced, along
with a double-DIN radio. The instrument panel was redesigned, reintroducing an analog
odometer. The front seats underwent a redesign, relocating the seatbelt mounting to the
B-pillars. For , the E-series underwent an exterior update, adopting the grille introduced by the E
Super Duty see below. The new grille shifted the Ford Blue Oval emblem from the hood to the
center of the grille for the first time since ; based on trim, the grille was either dark gray or
chrome. The front turn signal lenses were changed from clear to amber their first change since
Coinciding with the exterior revision, the interior saw several updates. While the dashboard
remained essentially unchanged, the engine cover was redesigned including redesigned cup
holders ; the design now included a center-mounted glovebox absent from the E-Series since

For , the instrument cluster was updated with a digital odometer; heavy-duty vans now offered a
tachometer as an option. Sharing a number of chassis components with the F Super Duty, the E
was distinguished by a grille styled in line with Super Duty pickup trucks with a three horizontal
slots between two vertical openings. To accommodate the wider, heavier-duty front axle, the
van body was fitted with a larger front bumper and plastic fender flares shared with the F truck.
Several wheelbases were offered, ranging between Following the model year, Ford ended
production of the E Super Duty the E currently remains in production. For the model year, the
fourth-generation E-series underwent its most extensive revision since its introduction. While
the chassis itself saw few fundamental changes, the bodyshell saw a major update to the
exterior and interior. Largely concentrated forward of the windshield, the redesign included new
fenders, a new hood, and a much larger grille. To increase parts commonality, the grille and
headlights were shared with the revision of the Super Duty trucks. For , the dashboard
underwent its own redesign sharing only the steering column with the previous version. Further
increasing parts commonality with the Super Duty, the instrument panel was redesigned
standardizing a tachometer ; the glovebox was shifted from the engine cover to ahead of the
passenger seat. Sharing additional components with the Super Duty, the model line gained the
Ford Sync system and in-dash navigation as options. For the first time in a full-size van, the
E-series was offered with a rear-view backup camera as an option. For the model year, Ford
discontinued sales of the E-Series passenger and cargo vans, replacing them with the
fourth-generation Ford Transit. While the E-Series had remained the best-selling vehicle in the
full-size van segment since , [24] [25] the model line had seen little change since on a chassis
introduced for the model year. From onward, the E-Series has remained in production entirely
for commercial sale, with all examples produced as incomplete vehicles. The model line is
currently offered in two configurations: cutaway-cab open-cab, to be fitted with second-party
rear body and stripped-chassis no body, to be fitted with complete second-party body. Sold
outside of North America since , the Transit was introduced to the United States and Canada,
offering increased fuel economy and additional body configurations over the E-Series.
Following the discontinuation of E-Series passenger vans, the powertrain underwent a revision,
with the 6. Initially planned to continue production until the end of the s, [16] Ford extended the
life of the E-Series into its sixth decade, unveiling a revised model line. Replacing both the 6.
The largest overhead-valve V8 since the 7. For the first time since , the E-Series is fitted with a
new tilt-telescope steering column [29] [30] and the first redesign of the instrument cluster since
; both components are derived from the F and Super Duty trucks. From Wikipedia, the free
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finance to suit you. The first generation of cars to be designated as E-Class were the facelifted
W models, and they were in production from to Multiple engine options were available, ranging
from a diesel version to a gasoline-powered V8, though a Mercedes-Benz E-Class for sale in the
United States was not able to select the four-cylinder gasoline option. During the time this
generation was available, buyers could also select from the coupe, saloon, convertible and
estate body configurations. A wagon was also available. The rise of the E-Class came at the
same time as the introduction of a new nomenclature system for the German manufacturer, in
The second generation went into production from , carrying the model line into the new
millennium with visual, mechanical and quality improvements overall. The headlights shifted
from a boxy appearance to a rounded design, with the front fascia becoming more narrow and
sleek than the earlier models. As with the first generation, buyers could select from a
convertible, saloon, coupe or estate body configuration. The third generation, produced from ,
saw yet another exterior facelift and a few new variants to appeal to different demographics.
From a four-door coupe to an AMG variant, the E63 AMG , this model line became one of the
most versatile and varying available from the marque. This is just one of the reasons you often
find vehicles used as city vehicles across Europe and Asia, from taxis, to police cruisers. For
the fourth and most recent generation, the Cabriolet first came around. The W cabriolet was
introduced at the North American International Auto Show, and was available for purchase that
same year. The fifth generation is planned for Recent Arrival! Source: EdmundsOur goal is to
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