Ford explorer fuel filter replacement

Keep the fuel system in your Ford Explorer in optimal condition by replacing the fuel filter every
30, to 40, miles. A clean fuel filter means clean fuel injectors and a clean fuel pressure regulator.
Follow the instructions below to replace the filter on a Ford Explorer in under 45 minutes. Begin
by disconnecting the battery ground cable. Relieve the fuel system pressure by removing the
fuel pump relay and then starting the engine. Let it idle until it stalls. Then, crank the engine for
about 5 seconds to make sure the pressure has been released. Turn the ignition off. Raise the
vehicle and locate the fuel filter on the passenger side, under the door near the front wheel well.
It is behind a curved shield called the fuel filter heat shield. Remove the bolts from that shield.
Then, remove the nuts and the fuel filter shield. Disconnect the quick release and spring lock
couplings. Remove the fuel filter and any fuel line caps. Put the new filter in place and connect
the quick-release and spring-lock couplings. Make sure you install the fuel pump relay. Reinstall
the fuel filter heat shield and torque the bolts to 15 foot-pounds. Lower the vehicle and
reconnect the battery ground cable. Start your Ford Explorer, check for leaks, and fix any you
find. Don't disconnect the fuel lines until you let the pressure out of the fuel system. Before you
start your Explorer, wipe up any fuel that may have spilled while replacing the filter. This article
was written by a professional writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point
auditing system, in efforts to ensure our readers only receive the best information. To submit
your questions or ideas, or to simply learn more, see our about us page: link below. Items you
will need Hoist Wrench Quick-connect separator tool set New fuel filter. Warnings Don't
disconnect the fuel lines until you let the pressure out of the fuel system. Writer Bio This article
was written by a professional writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point
auditing system, in efforts to ensure our readers only receive the best information. The Ford
Explorer comes equipped with sequential port fuel injection, and a high-pressure fuel delivery
system protected by a high-pressure canister-style fuel filter. The on-board computer calculates
fuel requirements based on various sensor inputs, and the assumption that the fuel delivery
system is providing fuel at the required volume and pressure. Over time, the fuel filter captures
sediment and this sediment will cause a restriction that lowers both the fuel pressure and
volume supplied to the injectors. The result is stumbling and bogging during acceleration.
Replacing the fuel filter at the recommended intervals will prevent this from occurring. Place
wheel chocks behind the front wheels. Lift and support the rear of your Ford Explorer with the
floor jack and position jack stands under the frame. Lower the vehicle onto the jack stands. This
will prevent injury if the floor jack fails. Locate the fuel filter. It is under the vehicle, attached
inside the driver-side frame rail. Attached to each end of the filter is a fuel line. There two lines
on the filter. The inlet line comes from the fuel tank, and the outlet line leads to the injector rail.
Select the "Ford" quick disconnect tool from the kit. Disconnect both the inlet and outlet fuel
lines attached to the fuel filter by releasing the fuel line with the tool. Accomplish this by
inserting the fuel line tool over the fuel line, and into the fitting. Push the tool into the fitting
until it releases the line from the filter. Loosen the fuel filter clamp with the screwdriver. Slide
the old filter out of the clamp. Insert the new filter into the filter clamp; tighten the clamp. Push
the fuel lines onto the new filter until they snap into place. Raise the Explorer off the jack stands
and remove the stands. Lower the vehicle to the ground. Cycle the ignition key from the off
position to the on position three times to prime the fuel system. Start the engine and check for
leaks. Lee Sallings is a freelance writer from Fort Worth, Texas. Specializing in website content
and design for the automobile enthusiast, he also has many years of experience in the auto
repair industry. He began his writing career developing and teaching automotive technical
training programs. Items you will need Floor jack Jack stands Wheel chocks Fuel line
disconnect tool kit Screwdriver set. Several components make up the fueling system on a Ford
Explorer. The fuel line carries gas from the fuel tank to the engine. The fuel pump manages the
amount of gas that flows into the fuel injectors. The fuel filter cleans the gas in the fuel line by
straining it for dirt and impurities. Over time, the fuel filter clogs, which can cause serious
damage to the engine. Ford recommends that you replace the filter every 20, miles or so. Jump
to: navigation , search. Engage the parking brake to prevent the vehicle from rolling while you
are changing the fuel filter. Open the hood and disconnect the negative battery cable. Unscrew
the gas filler cap from the fuel tank to depressurize the fuel line. Crawl underneath the Explorer
from the driver's side of the vehicle. Locate the fuel filter just below the driver's seating area.
Identify the filter as a silver or black cylinder mounted to the frame rail. Notice that the fuel filter
is also connected to the fuel line. Disengage the retaining clips that attach the fuel filter to the
fuel line. Simply push the retaining clips together and, once you have removed them, set them
aside. If the retaining clips appear stuck, use a flat-head screwdriver to pry them apart. Grasp
the fuel line and pull it gently away from the filter until it disconnects. Slide the fuel filter out of
the mounting bracket. You may need to adjust the clamp on the mounting bracket to provide
enough space for the fuel filter to slide through. Discard the old fuel filter. Replace the old fuel

filter with a new filter. Slide the new filter into the mounting bracket and tighten the clamp over
the filter. Align the fuel line with the inlet hose of the fuel filter. Push the fuel line onto the inlet
hose of the fuel filter. Install the retaining clips over the area where the fuel line meets the filter.
Crawl out from under the vehicle. Screw the gas filler cap to the fuel tank. Connect the negative
battery cable to the battery. Start the engine and allow your vehicle to run for a few minutes to
pressurize the fuel line. Keep open flames and lit tobacco away when replacing your fuel filter.
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May , at One of the worst problems that can happen to your Ford Explorer is a bad fuel filter.
When the filter goes bad, it can limit the amount of fuel that enters the engine. Without fuel, the
vehicle will not run at all. With that in mind, most of the symptoms of a bad fuel filter revolve
around the vehicle stalling out. Fuel filters have been making a rearward progression for the last
50 years, literally. It looked like a little pill, and it would be quick and easy to replace. This was in
the era of carbureted vehicles. Fuel injection requires higher fuel pressure. Higher fuel pressure
meant that a more robust fuel filter would be required. This meant the fuel filter was no longer
left under the hood. It was put in the steel fuel line, between the gas tank and engine bay. These
fuel filters were more reliable, but they also were tougher to change. Repairing them means
getting under the vehicle and disconnecting steel fittings. The good news is, no matter how old
your Explorer is, the symptoms of a bad fuel filter are universal. And, fuel filters are cheap.
Before taking anything apart, check to see if your engines computer has any trouble codes
saved in it. The engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist could be a clue.
Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor related trouble
code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel filter is that it resembles many other
vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or accelerating the
engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel filter can also feel a
heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the motor feel like it is
running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not feel as jarring. If you
are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters. If you get P or P
trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter causing these
symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel filter is going to be that the your
Explorer is difficult to start. If your car is difficult to start, a clogged fuel filter would probably
not be the place to start looking, especially if you are getting no trouble code for fuel pressure
or the oxygen sensors. It could certainly cause the problem though. A fuel pump that is going
out is going to feel the same as a bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump
vs bad fuel filter very challenging. How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have
high pressure on its input side and low pressure on its output side. They are both going to
cause the same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting. The only way to truly tell is to
place a fuel pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a reading from both. A priming fuel
pump sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and can be heard with a sharp engine
right after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is engaged. The symptoms of a bad
fuel pump match a lot of other common problems that can occur in the Ford Explorer. Testing
the filter and pressure on each side of it are going to be the quickest ways to rule it out. If there
is anything you would like to add, please leave a comment below. Good luck! Hard to Start
Engine One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel filter is going to be that the your Explorer is
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Perfect oem. Delivery delay due to being shipped around the country. Once arrived it fit
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different fluids, most drivers experience difficulty distinguishing one type of leak from another.
They are listed in your owners manual along with recommended replacement intervals. If you

live in a dusty area or in a big city, then you should replace them more frequently. The following
filters are. Contact Us. Phone Number Shop with Confidence. All Rights Reserved. Terms of
Use. Privacy Policy. California Supply Chain Disclosure. Accessibility Statement.

