Harley brake light switch

A majority of the time, the brake light is actually stuck on. This, most typically, is an indication
that your front brake light switch is misaligned or broken. There are a few common ways a front
brake switch gets damaged. Typically, it is not from regular usage but from improperly installing
new hand grips, new levers, or from incorrectly installing your front master cylinder assembly.
In this video on how to replace a brake light switch on a Harley, it is necessary to use a shim to
hold the brake lever contact tab away from the switch during assembly. Harley Davidson
actually supplies a shim with a complete set of controls. The front brake light switch has
changed very little over the years and makes how to replace a brake light switch on a Harley
fairly straightforward. It uses two wires. Typically an orange wire or orange with a white tracer is
the constant 12 volts which powers the switch. A red wire or red with a yellow tracer is powered
when the switch is activated and sends 12 volts to the brake light, a module, or relay depending
on the year and model. When the small button on the switch is pressing inward, the switch is in
its closed position. When the button is released outward, the switch is in its open position. The
switch is located in your right side, lower switch housing. To remove the switch, you will have
to remove your front master cylinder and your throttle grip throttle cables can stay with the
housing. Unscrew and remove the right turn signal switch and cut any necessary tie wraps.
Now you can remove the brake light switch shim on most models and remove the damaged
switch. When removing the damaged switch, cut the wires at the switch, leaving you the most
wire possible to work with. Make neat, secure soldered connections with heat shrink and install
the new switch in the reverse that you removed the old. Most importantly, shim your brake lever
when reinstalling your front master cylinder and assemble everything loosely and tighten
evenly. Hopefully, you can view this video and learn how to avoid damaging your front brake
switch rather than how to replace a brake light switch on a Harley. You should do this without a
rider or passenger and with the bike in neutral. They teach you how to check for belt tension
and deflection and how to retorque the axle so you can give your bike a smoother ride. Bob
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Bob takes you through the step-by-step process for throttle cable service and adjustment, and
air cleaner service or replacement. He discusses the different parts in the throttle system, their
specific roles and how to clean and take care of them, then teaches you about the elements of
the air cleaner. You should do this without a rider or passenger and with the bike in neutral.
They teach you how to check for belt tension and deflection and how to retorque the axle so
you can give your bike a smoother ride. Bob and Mark teach you how to properly service
important parts on your bike, including draining and replenishing the fluids, adjusting the clutch
and the primary chain, inspecting the clutch cable and servicing the kickstand. They pinpoint a
few problems to look for when servicing each of the parts, and give you some tips on how to
deal with any of these possible problems. They also stress the importance of paying particular
attention when removing and re-installing parts. Bob shares some tips on Harley battery
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style and performance demanded by motorcyclists. While the big V-twin motors have no
problem bringing the bike up to speed, they rely on hydraulic brakes to bring the iron steed to a
halt. A smaller, yet critical, component to the brake system is the brake light switch which
illuminates the tail light when the brakes are engaged. When these switches fail, accidents
happen. Fortunately, replacing these switches is well within the grasp of the DIY motorcyclist.
Check that the ignition is in the "Off" position. For additional safety, disconnect the negative
terminal from the battery. Place your cardboard strip between the front brake lever and the
brake switch. This will prevent damage to the switch while removing the switch housing.
Remove the two screws that secure the handlebar clamp to the front brake master cylinder
housing, with a Torx T driver. Disassemble the right switch housing by removing two screws,
with a Torx T driver. Remove the screw that secures the brake switch to the housing and cut the
switch's wiring. Discard the old switch. Cut two separate inch-long strips of shrink tubing and
slide them over the new switch's wires. Twist the ends of each wire from the original harness
together with the wires from the new switch and solder to permanently secure the wires. Slide
the shrink tubing over the soldered joint and apply heat to seal the tubing. Hold the brake lever
away, place the new switch into the housing and tighten the mounting screw. Place your
cardboard strip between the switch and lever before releasing. Reassemble the switch housing
and tighten both T screws to a range of 35 to 45 inch-pounds. Then secure the master cylinder
to the handlebar clamp, tightening both T screws to 60 to 80 inch-pounds. Disconnect the
switch from the wiring harness by gently pulling off the spade connectors. Unscrew the switch
from the rear brake master cylinder. Clean the switch mounting threads on the master cylinder
to prevent contamination of the brake fluid. Apply a drop of Loc-tite No. Connect the spade
connectors to the new switch. Turn the ignition switch to the "On" position and depress the rear
brake pedal. If the brake pedal feels soft or the brake light does not illuminate, then you may
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Unscrew the switch from the rear brake master cylinder. Step 3 Apply a drop of Loc-tite No. Tips
Verify the torque specifications for your specific year and model Harley. Take your time.
Rushing the repair can create more problems. If you are uncomfortable performing this task, or
lack the tools necessary for the job, you should have the work done by a qualified technician.
Do not over-tighten screws or bolts. Over-tightening can damage the threads and lead to costly
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