Sierra ignition switch

Last Updated: June 17, References Approved. This article was co-authored by Jason
Shackelford. Jason Shackelford is the Owner of Stingray Auto Repair, a family owned and
operated auto repair shop with locations in Seattle and Redmond, Washington. There are 15
references cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has
been viewed , times. A faulty ignition switch in your vehicle can cause several problems ranging
from your car stalling and all lights going dark to the radio not working unless the key is
wiggled from side to side. You should consult an application specific repair manual before
starting this project on your own. To replace an ignition switch, you'll need to either have your
old switch rebuilt by a dealership so you can keep your old keys or purchase a new switch from
a dealership and get a new set of keys. Either way, you should remove your old ignition switch
by taking out your vehicle's steering wheel and ignition module cover, inserting the key and
turning it to the accessory position, and then sliding out the switch. Once the old switch is out,
you can slide the new or rebuilt one into the hole on the steering column and reassemble the
dashboard. To learn how to remove a steering wheel and ignition module cover, keep reading!
Did this summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the world
continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us
to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our
work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private
browsers. Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an
account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree
to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article
Explore this Article parts. Tips and Warnings. Things You'll Need. Related Articles. Article
Summary. Part 1 of Disconnect the negative terminal on the battery. Locate the battery in the
engine bay or trunk of your vehicle. Use an appropriate sized wrench to loosen the nut holding
the cable on the negative - terminal and then slide it off the post. Remove the trim around the
steering wheel. There are likely a number of plastic trim pieces between you and the ignition
switch. Remove them carefully by either popping them off of their plastic clips or removing the
screws and bolts that hold those pieces in place. In some vehicles, you may be able to replace
the ignition switch without removing the steering wheel. Refer to a vehicle specific repair
manual for guidance on how to safely remove your steering wheel from the vehicle. You can
purchase vehicle specific repair manuals at your local auto parts store. On some vehicles, you'll
need a special tool called a steering wheel puller to remove it. Release the clips on the ignition
module cover. There may be a plastic cover surrounding the ignition module in your vehicle. Set
it aside someplace safe until you need to reassemble the dash. Part 2 of The ignition switch
needs to be set to the accessory position before you can release it from the ignition module.
Press the release pin inside the hole on the ignition module with a screwdriver. Insert the
screwdriver into the hole to press down on the release pin inside. Slide the ignition switch out.
With the release pin pressed, pull the ignition switch straight out of its place beneath the
steering wheel. Have your ignition switch rebuilt if you want to keep the same keys. Some
dealerships will rebuild your existing ignition switch if you would rather not have to switch
ignition keys. Rebuilding your switch can vary in price based on the application and may not
always be available. The only real benefit of a rebuilt switch is not having to use new keys. In
that case, you will need to get a new switch from a manufacturer specific dealership that will
also provide you with new ignition keys to match. Provide the dealership with the year, make,
and model of your vehicle along with the VIN number to be sure to get the right part. Part 3 of
The same release pin that stopped the switch from coming out now needs to be pressed in so
you can slide the switch into place inside the ignition module. Just press it down with your
thumb. Slide the ignition switch into its hole. The new or rebuilt switch should slide easily back
into its hole on the steering column. Align the shape of the cylinder and the location of the
release pin with the coinciding grooves in the ignition module. Keep pressing it in until you hear
the click of the release pin setting into place inside the steering column. You may need to push
in on the switch a little to make it click into place. Reconnect the battery and test the new
switch. Reconnect the cable to the negative - terminal on the battery, then insert the key into the
ignition and turn it to start the vehicle. Shut the engine off if it starts and disconnect the battery
again. Now that you know the new ignition switch works, you can set about re-assembling your
interior. Remove the cable from the negative terminal on the battery for safety while you work.
Put the dash back together in the opposite order of how it came apart. Dashboards are
notorious for the use of overlapping plastic. Start by installing the last parts your removed and
go backwards from there. If you find yourself having trouble getting the pieces to fit back
together properly, refer to a vehicle specific repair manual for help. Reconnect the battery. With
the dashboard completely assembled and the new ignition switch working, reconnect the cable
to the negative - terminal on the battery and tighten it with the right sized wrench. The pins are

stuck. If you spray WD into the key hole and then push the key in and out, wiping the dirt from
the key, the pins will free up. Repeat until the key comes out fairly clean. Not Helpful 9 Helpful
Replacing a switch is not that hard. Buy a new switch, then slowly jiggle the old one out. You
can use an old key, but if you don't have that, get something small and hard. Not Helpful 10
Helpful What might happen if I don't disconnect a battery when changing the ignition switch?
Not Helpful 6 Helpful What do I do if the ignition switch won't go all the way back in the
cylinder? Unplug the gear selector in the back. Then put in the cylinder. Make sure the key
shuts off and remove it, then put back the gear indicator cable. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 3. Yes, but
keep in mind that the computer might need to be reprogrammed, depending on the model. It's
required to get a key replacement from manufacturer. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 2. You could try
spraying some WD40 down in the hole and a bit on the key, then inserting the key and turning it
again. Also, make sure your tires aren't locked. I have an old VW buggy and the wheels lock,
and you have to jiggle the key while turning the wheel to unlock both, the switch and the
wheels. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 0. How can I tell if a failed ignition switch is causing my car to fail
to start? Alexander Hollings. The most common signs of a failed ignition switch are the car
suddenly turning off while you drive, or starting and then the key fails to stay in the "on"
position. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 1. Check that all wiring to and around the key cylinder are
properly seated. Turn off the key, remove it and wait a few minutes. Turn the key to the On
position just before start and after accessory. Look at the dashboard lights to see if the word
"security" is on and flashing. If not, the car will start. If, however, "security" is on and flashing,
then the computer must be reset by disconnecting the negative cable on the battery for about
10 minutes. Then reconnect the cable, turn the key to On and wait about 3 minutes for the
computer to reboot and then the car will start. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 3. WD40 or graphite sprayed
into the lock is best. Then insert the key in and out a few times to distribute to the lock pins. Not
Helpful 2 Helpful 2. Unanswered Questions. How do I replace the ignition barrel on a vehicle?
What tool do I need to remove the panel beneath my steering wheel so that I can replace the
ignition lock cylinder? How do I replace an ignition switch if I don't have the key to the old one?
The key is broken in ignition switch. What should I do? Include your email address to get a
message when this question is answered. Not all steering assemblies are the same. Check your
owner's manual to find the parts mentioned and how to disassemble them on your particular
vehicle. Helpful 1 Not Helpful 0. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 6. About
This Article. Co-authored by:. Jason Shackelford. Co-authors: Updated: June 17, Categories:
Car Batteries and Ignitions. Article Summary X To replace an ignition switch, you'll need to
either have your old switch rebuilt by a dealership so you can keep your old keys or purchase a
new switch from a dealership and get a new set of keys. Italiano: Sostituire un Interruttore di
Accensione. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read , times. Reader
Success Stories Anonymous Jun 29, Edson Kanani Nov 17, Anonymous Oct 31, More reader
stories Hide reader stories. Did this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By
continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Anonymous Jun 29, Share yours!
More success stories Hide success stories. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are
agreeing to receive emails according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. X Help us do more We've
been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for
over a decade. Let's do this! Putting the key in the ignition switch and starting the car feels like
second nature. However, if your car has ignition switch problems , you may not be able to start
the car at all. Ignition switch problems can also cause issues on the road, such as unexpected
shutdowns or electrical problems. Here's how to fix several common issues. The average car
key only has a few hundred thousand combinations. Of course, if you access the car itself with
your key, you likely won't be able to turn on the ignition because of all those extra tumblers.
This has really happened, much to the chagrin of car owners and inadvertent felons. The
ignition cylinder is mechanically connected to the steering wheel lock, so a potential thief
cannot steer the car without the key. If you turn off the engine with the steering wheel turned or
turn the steering wheel after turning off the engine, the steering wheel lock can bind and
prevent you from turning the ignition. How To Fix It: Fortunately, this is an easy fix. Just turn
the wheel back and forth until the ignition cylinder is freed. You may insert and remove the
ignition key thousands of times every year, wearing the key and tumblers ever-so-slightly every
time. Heavy keychains can add more stress to the ignition cylinder, increasing wear. After a
while, the key may fall out of the cylinder or be unable to turn out of the lock position. How To
Fix It: The best way to do this is to get a new lockset, with new keys and a new cylinder. You
might consider getting a matched lockset that includes the door and trunk cylinders. The
ignition switch itself is connected to the ignition cylinder by a shaft or lever. Inside the ignition
switch, several contacts connect vital electrical systems needed to start and run the car. These
generalizations, depend significantly on year, make, and model. Worn ignition switch contacts,

temperature problems, or broken springs can all cause the ignition switch to fail, preventing
you from starting your car. On the road, poor ignition switch contacts could shut the engine off
while driving, which could be dangerous. How To Fix It: After ensuring the rest of the electrical
system is intact, such as fuses, relays, and circuits, replace the ignition switch. Modern cars
with immobilizers use transponder keys to enable or disable engine starting or running. The
chip in the key transmits a specific code, of which there are millions. If this code matches the
ones programmed into the vehicle, engine starting is enabled. An incorrect key code, such as
from an unprogrammed key or damaged key, would prevent engine starting. Electrical
problems, such as broken immobilizer antenna wiring, which usually encircles the ignition
cylinder, can prevent the engine immobilizer from reading transponder codes. Finally, some
keys have battery-amplified transponders, so a dead battery might prevent the codes from
being read. How To Fix It: For amplified transponders, replace the battery. Otherwise, you may
need to have a professional make sure all keys are programmed to your immobilizer and that
the system is electrically sound. Benjamin Jerew. Benjamin Jerew is an ASE-certified Master
Automobile Technician with over a decade of experience in auto repair, maintenance, and
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