Truck camper wiring diagram

Truck camper wiring is typically split into two subsystems: the volt appliance system and the
volt chassis system. The volt system is designed to power the air conditioning and other
high-drain appliances such as televisions or microwave ovens. The volt system is connected to
the vehicle and serves the taillights and interior lighting. The wiring standards for these
systems are different from one another, with different colored wires designating a black or white
negative ground. Locate the junction box on the camper. Truck campers, as with most other
recreational vehicles, have a power junction box that contains a fuse panel and power
connections. This panel will have two parts: an interior fuse block and an exterior volt
connection box with a cable. Most panels will have integrated inverter units for converting the
volt power to 12 volt when the cable is connected to "shore" electricity. Check all fuses and
problem connections by removing the fuse panel's cover. The fuse panel will resemble a home's
fuse block, with colored switches or screw-type fuses, contained within a flat panel that can be
unscrewed counterclockwise. Any debris or refuse in the rear of this block can blow fuses and
cause electrical problems. Determine which system is having issues by observing the colored
wires. This allows the use of small home appliances by simply wiring or plugging them into the
camper. The fuse block and outside shore power junction will retain these wiring codes, and the
two systems should only connect at these junctions. Wiring the systems together at any other
point could cause severe damage and injury. Ensure a solid connection to the truck by testing
the wires at the trailer hitch connection. This volt connection is used for powering or recharging
the camper's lighting and batteries, when shore power is not available. It typically connects to
the truck through the towing trailer electrical wiring harness, located in the rear of the vehicle.
This connection also serves to power the brake and running lights when the truck is in motion.
Eli Laurens is a ninth-grade physics teacher as well as a computer programmer and writer. He
studied electrical engineering and architecture at Southern Polytechnic University in Marietta,
Ga. Color-Coded Wires Determine which system is having issues by observing the colored
wires. Vehicle Power Ensure a solid connection to the truck by testing the wires at the trailer
hitch connection. Free Wiring Diagram. Collection of travel trailer wiring schematic. A wiring
diagram is a streamlined traditional photographic depiction of an electric circuit. It reveals the
parts of the circuit as streamlined shapes, as well as the power and also signal links in between
the gadgets. A wiring diagram generally offers information concerning the family member
placement as well as plan of tools and also terminals on the gadgets, to assist in building or
servicing the gadget. A pictorial representation would certainly reveal much more information of
the physical appearance, whereas a wiring diagram makes use of an extra symbolic notation to
emphasize affiliations over physical appearance. A wiring diagram is often utilized to fix
problems as well as to make sure that all the links have actually been made and that everything
exists. Assortment of travel trailer wiring schematic. Click on the image to enlarge, and then
save it to your computer by right clicking on the image. A wiring diagram is a simple graph of
the physical connections and physical format of an electric system or circuit. It shows just how
the electric cables are interconnected as well as can likewise show where fixtures and elements
may be linked to the system. Usage circuitry representations to assist in building or
manufacturing the circuit or electronic gadget. They are additionally useful for making repair
services. Do It Yourself lovers make use of wiring diagrams however they are additionally
typical in residence structure as well as vehicle fixing. For instance, a residence building
contractor will want to verify the physical area of electrical outlets as well as lights making use
of a wiring diagram to avoid pricey mistakes as well as developing code offenses. A schematic
reveals the strategy and feature for an electrical circuit, yet is not interested in the physical
design of the cords. Electrical wiring representations demonstrate how the cables are linked as
well as where they must situated in the real device, along with the physical connections
between all the elements. Unlike a pictorial diagram, a wiring diagram utilizes abstract or
streamlined forms as well as lines to show elements. Photographic layouts are typically photos
with labels or highly-detailed drawings of the physical components. If a line touching another
line has a black dot, it implies the lines are linked. The majority of signs utilized on a wiring
diagram look like abstract variations of the actual items they stand for. A switch will certainly be
a break in the line with a line at an angle to the wire, much like a light button you can turn on
and off. A truck camper is a recreational vehicle that you can attach to a pickup truck. You may
also hear it called a slide-in or cab-over. A truck camper can go anywhere and withstand the
rough roads, so it brings the amenities to off-road camping. If you are considering towing a
truck camper behind your pickup, you must do some rewiring ahead of time to make your
camping and traveling more comfortable. You will need electricity to access your radio, use
your electronic gadgets and operate your taillights. Once you have decided the new location
where the wires should go through, check that place for any obstacles such as water supply
lines. Next remove all the lighting equipment, outside connectors, outlets, and so forth inside

the truck camper. Take away the angle and joint casts that can be found along the windows.
Then organize and store your hardware materials and equipment in a convenient place. Remove
the external sheets. Use a screwdriver to remove the screws that secure the sheets. Removing
the sheets will give you extra access to where the wires should go through. Use the battery drill
with bits to make a hole for the new outlet location. Before installing wiring, you may need to
trace the wire connections with a pencil and paper. Make a realistic sketch of the wires. Label
where each wire goes to and comes from. Also note the wire colors. With the drawing as a
guide, you may now install the new wiring or add additional connections or outlets. Run the red
and black wires, starting from the newly set outlet towards the battery or converter. Fold the
wire ends and attach them to their corresponding partners. Red wires should go to the inline
fuse holder and black to the battery wire. At the newly set outlet, connect the red terminal wire
to the positive post and the black to the negative one. Replace the stuff you previously
removedâ€”the exterior sheets, the trims, and moldings, fixtures, connectors, and outlets. We
welcome your comments and suggestions. All information is provided "AS IS. All rights
reserved. You may freely link to this site, and use it for non-commercial use subject to our
terms of use. View our Privacy Policy here. Toggle navigation subscribe. Wiring Guide for a
Truck Camper. Written by Doityourself Staff. To ensure our content is always up-to-date with
current information, best practices, and professional advice, articles are routinely reviewed by
industry experts with years of hands-on experience. What You'll Need. Wire terminals. Wire
strippers. Crimping tool for the wire. Cutters for the wire. Various wire ends. Various hand tools.
Battery drill with bits. Inline fuse holder and fuses. Vehicle Upgrades. Related Posts Working on
a camper roof. I just got a model hornet camper 21 feet long. The only thing wrong w Read
More. Towing a camper. It's rated to tow 5, Gift Ideas - Camper Owners. My parents are retired
and just bought a camper, and I'd like to get them a Types of wall design. When I grew up there
were only 2x4 walls, studs on 16" centres were standar Related Posts Wiring Diodes into truck
lighting. Hello, I am somewhat new to wiring things up such as diodes, resistors, Hi Guys, I have
a 06 f dump with a monarch 4 wire control box. I am not Truck For Sale Needs minor bodywork
Popular Articles. The Best Truck For Campers. By Alden Smith. Tips for Installing Truck Camper
Shells. By Cameron Sherber. RVing in Winter Wonderland. Installing a Second Truck Battery.
How to Adjust the Height of Fifth Wheel By Andrew Cowell. Lance Truck Camper Wiring
Diagram â€” wiring diagram is a simplified adequate pictorial representation of an electrical
circuit. It shows the components of the circuit as simplified shapes, and the capacity and signal
associates amongst the devices. A wiring diagram usually gives guidance practically the
relative direction and understanding of devices and terminals upon the devices, to encourage in
building or servicing the device. A pictorial diagram would achievement more detail of the
bodily appearance, whereas a wiring diagram uses a more symbolic notation to make more
noticeable interconnections over subconscious appearance. A wiring diagram is often used to
troubleshoot problems and to create sure that every the connections have been made and that
all is present. Architectural wiring diagrams fake the approximate locations and
interconnections of receptacles, lighting, and remaining electrical services in a building.
Interconnecting wire routes may be shown approximately, where particular receptacles or
fixtures must be on a common circuit. Wiring diagrams use agreeable symbols for wiring
devices, usually exchange from those used on schematic diagrams. The electrical symbols not
by yourself law where something is to be installed, but then what type of device is inborn
installed. For example, a surface ceiling spacious is shown by one symbol, a recessed ceiling
roomy has a exchange symbol, and a surface fluorescent roomy has unconventional symbol.
Each type of switch has a exchange symbol and therefore realize the various outlets. There are
symbols that work the location of smoke detectors, the doorbell chime, and thermostat. A set of
wiring diagrams may be required by the electrical inspection authority to take on link of the
habitat to the public electrical supply system. Wiring diagrams will after that enlarge panel
schedules for circuit breaker panelboards, and riser diagrams for special facilities such as blaze
alarm or closed circuit television or extra special services. Necessary cookies are absolutely
essential for the website to function properly. This category only includes cookies that ensures
basic functionalities and security features of the website. These cookies do not store any
personal information. Any cookies that may not be particularly necessary for the website to
function and is used specifically to collect user personal data via analytics, ads, other
embedded contents are termed as non-necessary cookies. It is mandatory to procure user
consent prior to running these cookies on your website. This website uses cookies to improve
your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Accept
Reject Read More. Close Privacy Overview This website uses cookies to improve your
experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are
categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of

basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and
understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with
your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of
these cookies may affect your browsing experience. Necessary Necessary. Non-necessary
Non-necessary. Latest: Choosing the Right Truck. Are you adding a volt device or outlet to your
camper? John Wells gives us an overview on power sources, safety, wiring, and choosing a volt
socket type in preparation for your project. There are so many things that we can do wirelessly
now. We can send messages, photographs, texts, music, and even stupid jokes. As truck
camper owners, we often need an extra volt light, outlet, or appliance in a location the
manufacturer never anticipated. Without sacrificing safety or aesthetics, we want to add more
volt convenience and utility to our camper electrical systems. Once you have decided that you
would like to herd some volt electrons to a particular point in your truck camper, there are
several basic considerations that need to be addressed first. Specifically, you need to consider
what volt power sources are available in your truck camper. Here are the most common
options:. Above: Typical truck camper battery showing positive and negative connections. The
smaller gauge wires may very well be from a solar charging system. You can connect a new volt
line directly to the volt batteries in your camper. This is especially useful for circuits that will
draw heavy loads, or provide charging. For example, a solar panel charging system is often
directly connected to the battery for efficient charging. Above: The orange circle in the
photograph shows the distribution buss in a Chalet SF. The red circles are the positive white
and negative black connections. Some truck campers have a distribution bus located separately
from the battery with heavy gauge connections to a distribution panel, generator, or other major
connections. This distribution bus can also be an acceptable location to add a volt circuit if it
has an inline fuse in an accessible location. Note the two blue Posi-taps harvesting electrons to
feed an added LED dinette light fixture. That is just on the other side of that wardrobe wall. You
can also redirect power from an existing circuit with wiring that is convenient and accessible to
the desired final location of our new volt outlet or device. This connection would be most useful
for devices that have a low current draw 5 amps or less. Examples are a cell phone charger,
LED light, or a small fan. This approach requires knowledge of the fuse size protecting the
circuit as well as the draw of the intended addition. Finally, you can add a volt circuit to the
existing distribution panel if there are empty slots available. The fuse for this circuit will be
installed in the panel. Here are the most common options: Above: Typical truck camper battery
showing positive and negative connections. Batteries You can connect a new volt line directly
to the volt batteries in your camper. Distribution Bus Some truck campers have a distribution
bus located separately from the battery with heavy gauge connections to a distribution panel,
generator, or other major connections. Existing Circuits You can also redirect power from an
existing circuit with wiring that is convenient and accessible to the desired final location of our
new volt outlet or device. Above: Front and rear view of an empty distribution slot see red
circles in the photographs 4. Empty Distribution Panel Slots Finally, you can add a volt circuit to
the existing distribution panel if there are empty slots available. Related Items:. Campers for
Sale. Latest Content We discuss More Latest Content. Gear Companies Torklift Intl. Tug Pug
and Truck Camper. An Inspiring Story of Rebuilding. To Top. Latest: Choosing the Right Truck.
TCM asks A. Rosenbrock, Assistant Plant Manager at Travel Lite, about truck camper electrical
systems and the five sources of truck camper power. Rosenbrock, took us to a Travel Lite truck
camper and went through the basics of camper electrical systems. This article is designed to be
an introduction to the basics of truck camper electrical systems and refers to several other
articles for more in-depth information. Shore Power: Shore power is also called volt or AC
power alternating current , utilizes a three prong 15 or 30 amp power cord. This cord from your
truck camper is plugged into a 15 or 30 amp power outlet. Shore power will operate all systems
in your truck camper. This includes your microwave, lights, fans, furnace, water pump, jacks, air
conditioner, television, radio, slides, and appliances. If you want to use your air conditioner and
microwave at the same time, you need to be plugged into a 30 amp outlet. If you plug into a 15
amp outlet, which is a standard household three prong outlet, you will not be able to run your
air conditioner and microwave without potentially blowing a fuse or damaging the electrical
system. Battery Power: Battery power is also called 12 volt or DC power direct current. Battery
power will operate all of the 12 volt appliances and systems in your camper including lights,
water pump, and 12 volt televisions and entertainment systems. Some camper systems use 12
volt power and propane such as your furnace blower uses 12 volt power , hot water heater
ignites with 12 volt power , and two-way refrigerators. Newbies often make the mistake of
overlooking the 12 volt needs of their furnace blower and refrigerator. A running furnace blower
can drain your batteries overnight and a refrigerator running on 12 volt power will drain your
batteries within a few hours. With rare exceptions, battery power will not run AC power

appliances including microwaves and air conditioners or anything that requires a residential
style AC outlet shore power. The rare exceptions involve custom installed battery systems and
power inverters capable of supplying AC power without a shore power connection. If your
camper features a two-way refrigerator, it can run off shore power volt or 12 volt power and
propane. If you have a three-way refrigerator, it can run off shore power Volt , volt power and
propane, or just 12 volt power. Again, be careful about running a refrigerator on 12 volt power
alone as it will quickly drain your batteries. To conserve 12 volt battery power, always use
propane or shore power when possible. If you travel distances on a daily basis, truck power
may be all you require to keep your camper batteries charged. Generator Power: If you camper
features a built-in or portable generator, your generator uses propane built-in generators or
gasoline portable generators to produce volt AC power. Some generators are not capable of
running your microwave and air conditioner at the same time so consult your generator owners
manual. Solar Power: 12 volt electricity collected by solar panels and stored in camper batteries
is an option for most truck campers. An installed solar panel and controller system trickle
charges your camper batteries by producing a small wattage during daylight hours. The
benefits of a solar power system vary significantly on the size and quality of the solar panels,
solar controller, and batteries. A fuse box can be found on the inside of your truck camper and
has two parts; a 12 volt DC side and an volt AC side. When the camper is plugged into volt AC
shore power, the converter and charger convert the volt AC power into 12 volt DC power and
charges the camper 12 volt battery system. Most campers feature a converter and charger. On
the AC side of the fuse box is a main breaker. Like a house, this main breaker turns off all the
power to your camper. If you look on the fuse box in the photograph, you will see that the lights
are on a 15 amp fuse and the refrigerator is on a 20 amp fuse. The refrigerator is a bigger
appliance and therefore needs a larger gauge fuse and wire to run. Inverters take your 12 volt
DC power and convert it into volt AC power allowing you to operate small volt AC powered
appliances like computers. Some people use after market inverters in their truck campers. It is
important to know the volt AC power requirements of the appliances you want to use before
purchasing an inverter. Each volt AC appliance should have the information on how many watts
that appliance requires on the appliance itself. You need to carefully match your power inverter
to the requirements of your volt AC appliances. For example, we have a Watt, 1. This is more
than enough to re-charge our cell phone that requires 1. Most truck campers feature a battery
disconnect switch. This switch can be located in several different places including in the
outside battery compartment to inside the rear door to inside an internal cabinet. The function
of a battery disconnect switch is to disconnect your camper electrical system from the camper
battery or batteries. The most common battery disconnect switch is a button that you push in to
disconnect the battery and pull out to connect the battery. To protect your battery while you are
not using it, either in the winter or between camping trips, it is a good idea to push in the battery
disconnect button to disconnect your battery from your camper electrical system. If a part of
your electrical system is not working while plugged into shore power, there are a few things you
can do before taking your camper to a RV dealer. Here are some examples. Your lights are not
working. First, check your main breaker by turning it off and on. Then plug in an appliance to an
outlet like a hair dryer or curling iron. If you have power with those appliances, you have power
in your camper but may have a blown fuse. Look for the corresponding fuse in your fuse box
and pull it out. If it is blown, the wire inside of the fuse will be separated. You can get the proper
fuses by going to a hardware store like ACE Hardware or Home Depot and getting a standard
automotive fuse. Another thing that could be an issue is the GFI, or ground fault circuit
interrupter. Any volt AC outlet that might get wet, like an outlet near your sink or your entrance
door, has a GFI reset button. You may need to reset the GFI reset button if your electric is not
working at those outlets. Above: A storage compartment pre-wired for a generator. Related
Items: Travel Lite. Recommended for you. Travel Lite Camper Buyers Guide. Campers for Sale.
Latest Content We discuss More Latest Content. Gear Companies Torklift Intl. Tug Pug and
Truck Camper. An Inspiring Story of Rebuilding. To Top. This is done to prevent the 6-pin plug
from being inserted upside down into the 6-pin receptacle. With the exception of the charge and
ground wires, Northwood Manufacturing uses 14 AWG wiring inside their campers and in the
pigtail. For the charge and ground wires, Northwood Manufacturing uses 10 AWG wiring to
facilitate a better charge. If you own a truck camper from another manufacturer the 6-pin
receptacle will probably look a lot different than the 6-pin rectangular receptacle used by
Northwood Manufacturing. I know that Lance uses a smaller, round receptacle as do several
others, while some prefer to use the standard 7-pin setup. The dealership that sold you your
camper will finish making this umbilical for you. Make sure that all lights and the charge lines
are fully tested during your dealership PDI. We like to use WD Electrical Contact Cleaner to
clean the electrical contacts, followed up with a light brushing using a small, round metal brush.

As for the length of the pigtail, that varies. The pigtail to our Wolf Creek is approximately 6-feet
long. Check your inbox or spam folder now to confirm your subscription. Northwood
Manufacturing has made some significant changes to the Wolf Creek N since I bought mine in
Indeed, most of the gasoline-powered, [read more]. Every once in a while, I come across a new
RV product that is simple in concept yet meets an important need. Indeed, the concept [read
more]. How do I know which pigtail to get for my truck camper? Instead of using di-electric
grease you should consider a product that is an electric conductor such as Ideal Naolox which
can be found at the typical big box hardware stores in the electrical isle. Di-electric grease will
help protect against the elements but it is a terrible conductor of electrical current. Naolox will
do both. Thanks for the recommendation. Truth be told, I've never had a issue with di-electric
grease, but I'll look into it next time I go to Lowes. You must be logged in to post a comment. All
rights reserved. Mello Mike is an Amazon. Powered by WordPress. Like this: Like Loading
Subscribe to Our Newsletter. About Mello Mike Articles. He currently rolls in a Ram with a
Bundutec Roadrunner truck camper mounted on top. A communications expert, he retired from
the U. He also does some RV consulting, repairs, and inspections on the side. Website
Facebook Instagram YouTube. April 3, Truck Camper Rankings. January 29, Product News and
Reviews. June 6, Log in to Reply. Leave a Reply Cancel reply You must be logged in to post a
comment. Got Adventure? Get it with Truck Camper Adventure's weekly newsletter. It only
takes a few seconds. Did you know that there are three different wiring systems in your vintage
camper? I did NOT! I soon found out as I was faced with rewiring all of them in my Shasta
rebuild. Luckily, my little vintage camper was somewhat simple. Because this was my first
wiring job, I did a lot of research and talked to several of my construction friends. My
father-in-law is an electrician so I enlisted his help as well. By the end of the research process, I
think I had four wiring diagrams and several pages of notes. Disclaimer : The information
contained in this website is for general information purposes only. The information is provided
by Lip Gloss and Power Tools and while we endeavor to keep the information up to date and
correct, we make no representations or warranties of any kindâ€¦ [read more]. The old system
had glass fuses and old wiring. By this, I mean the lights that illuminate when you drive; tail
lights, marker lights, and blinkers. In a previous post, I showed you how I prepared for the trailer
lights by running a length of conduit pipe under the trailer frame. Check out my post on that,
here. I ran the wiring through the conduit and made the plug connection at the hitch. I was lucky
enough to have my father-in-law, Dave, over and he showed me how to clean up the light cans
and get them ready to reinstall. He tested each light and labeled the wire before we installed it.
Check out the tinyrevolution. This is where I got the diagram. These instructions are really
great. Dave used the old tail light wood blocks as templates and cut new ones for me. What a
guy!!! The blocks were installed on the aluminum siding and the lights were placed in them.
This next part took two people because we had to connect the wires and hold the aluminum
siding at the same time. After the connections were made, I put the panel up with a couple of
screws and tested them out. This runs your water pump, and for me, a light above the bed. I
added a socket to run a fan or charge a cell phone. I chose a deep cycle marine battery from
Walmart. The wires run inside the lower kitchen cabinet to the water pump and socket. The light
wires run under the cabinet, through the wall and over the top of the camper. I used gauge
stranded wire and ring connectors. Stranded wire is more flexible and easier to run under the
cabinets and around tight bends. The wires are run to the corresponding posts on the battery. I
installed an in-line fuse on the negative side. I installed a breaker box that replaced the old glass
fuses. I got help from my husband, Mike for this. I bought a two-gang breaker box and two
breakers one amp and one amp. My camper has two light fixtures. Originally, these lights had a
base that contained an outlet. I decided to replace the light bases with new, modern ones. I
found the exact same base on Amazon. I feel much better about the outlet now. Click here to
visit my post on how to dismantle your vintage camper. Those outlets on the light fixtures were
the only ones the camper had. For this reason, I opted to add an outlet by the bed and one in the
cargo area for outdoor string lighting. I added a piece of plywood to create a compartment in the
cargo area. This partition would conceal the wires and act as a mount for the breaker box. I
mounted the breaker box, then cut a hole in the partition that would fit the outlet. I also cut a
hole for the outlet by the bed. The outlets were easy to wire; again I used g stranded wire.
Outlets have a hot, neutral and a ground. They are marked respectively. This YouTube video
was very helpful in clarifying the process. How to install an electrical outlet box. How to wire an
electrical outlet. Typical installation guidelines; Use a amp breaker with g wire for light fixtures.
Use a amp breaker with g wiring for outlets. Butâ€¦because my light fixtures had an outlet on
the base, this was a problem. Finally, I installed the shore power outlet to the exterior of the
camper. It was scary cutting into the siding of the camper. I used a hole-saw the exact diameter
of the outlet and took my time. Then I used a file to make it a bit bigger and ensured a snug fit. I

placed a bead of caulking around the outlet to seal out any water and road grime. After I
purchased the outlet, I realized that I needed a power cord to go with itâ€¦duh! Hope this is
helpful to you for your rebuild or remodel. After everything was installed and tested, I took the
time to make t
pump control panel wiring diagram
2008 saturn astra fuse diagram
cabin air filter 2007 chevy silverado
he wiring look neat and clean under the sink and cargo area. My husband and kids know how I
hate to see wiring that is messy. With a few clips and zip ties, I could finally look under the sink
and keep my OCD at bay. Mischief Managed!!! The next order of business is to connect the
water tank, install the faucet, water hand-pump, and drain. How hard could that be? These
words have gotten me into lots of trouble over the years!! Get Free Email Updates! Signup now
and receive an email once I publish new content. I will never give away, trade or sell your email
address. You can unsubscribe at any time. Please note that this is how my vintage Shasta
camper is wired and yours may be different. Old Glass Fuses. The Best Father-in-law in the
world! Dave replaced some of the wires in the light cans New gasket material was cut Rear
marker lights all shined up Tail light Dave hard at work! I agree to have my personal information
transfered to MailChimp more information. How to Make a Real Wreath.

