Vauxhall frontera

The three-door MU was introduced in , followed in by the five-door version called Isuzu MU
Wizard , both of which stopped production in to be replaced by a second generation. This time,
the five-door version dropped the "MU" prefix, to become the Isuzu Wizard. The acronym "MU"
is short for "Mysterious Utility". Isuzu manufactured several variations to the MU and its
derivates for sale in other countries. Based on the Isuzu Faster TF pickup truck of , both the
three- and five-door models shared bodywork and most internal components from the front
doors forward. Japanese sales were limited by the fact that the exterior width dimensions were
not in compliance with Japanese Government dimension regulations , and the engine
displacement obligated Japanese drivers for higher levels of annual road tax. Between and ,
Honda retailed three-door versions of the MU under the name Honda Jazz for the Japanese
market under a model sharing arrangement that resulted in several Isuzu models being badged
Honda and vice versa. Sales of the three-door began in the United States during the second
quarter of under the Isuzu Amigo name. The transmission was initially manual only. There were
very limited options for the early Amigo including air conditioning, seating for two or four, and
two trim levels to choose from, S or XS. Some of the model year changes throughout
production included: small cosmetic alterations for , the standardization of the 2. No major
changes were made for , but for , a high mount rear stop light was added, power steering and
mirrors were made standard. The Amigo was dropped by Isuzu in the US market in A limited
number of XS-F editions with the "F" standing for "Frontera" were produced which had
additional options such as power windows and locking, four-wheel anti-lock brakes ABS
inactive in low-range 4WD mode, only active on the rear wheels in 4WD high-range. This version
of the Amigo had only state emissions reasons unknown and there are no official sales
numbers, although most dealers agree there were fewer than 75 sold. The only badging that
shows this model is a sport blue XS symbol with a sport-font "F" beside it also sport blue. Isuzu
introduced the five-door Isuzu Rodeo to the United States in for the model year. It was available
with either a 2. An automatic transmission was available for the V6. A RWD manual
transmission model with a The vehicle's lug wrench was stored under the seat bottom,
concealed by a carpeted Velcro flap. The jack was located behind a plastic panel in the rear left
of the cargo area along with the rear windshield washer fluid reservoir if equipped. The LS was
available with privacy glass, velour upholstery, and split-folding rear seats. A secret locking
compartment was fitted in the depths of the center console below a removable cassette storage
bin. For the model year, Isuzu replaced the GM V6 engine with their own 3. Manually locking
hubs were eliminated, but the floor-mounted transfer case shifter remained. The Rodeo featured
a recalibrated suspension system, softened spring rates and softened shock valving. Also for ,
a Family II 2. The "V6" badge on V6 models was moved behind the front wheels. Midway
through , the Rodeo received an updated dashboard and steering wheel, both of which added
airbags. For Isuzu increased the power of their 3. Isuzu sold 24, Rodeos in and 45, Rodeos in In
the s the plant had come under joint control between Isuzu and General Motors, with the
Frontera being built alongside a number of other commercial vehicle models. The Australian
and New Zealand version of the model range was known as the Holden Frontera and these were
also produced at the Luton facility. The Frontera was Vauxhall's answer to the growing demand
for 4X4 vehicles in Europe - particularly the right-hand drive British market - during the s, where
Japanese imported products from Daihatsu , Mitsubishi , Nissan , Suzuki and Toyota had
proven hugely successful, not to mention the success of the long-running British Land Rover
and Range Rover. Despite the vast and growing competition in the 4X4 market, the Frontera
sold well throughout Europe. The early cars to had a choice of engines, with the LWB available
with either a 2. The Frontera sport Isuzu Amigo was available with the 2. In , the model went
through a facelift and the Frontera received rear coil springs and a new line up of engines. The
SWB gained a new 2. The LWB also had new engines, with the 2. In the â€” models interior trim,
including the dashboard, was changed, and a new 2. A redesign took place in , and the Frontera
was produced in Britain for a total of 13 years until it was finally discontinued in Petrol models
featured the 6VD1 V6 engine. The earlier 2. It featured a 4-cylinder turbo charged watercooled
in-line direct injection and also a high revving high output diesel engine with its VE rotary
injection pump. These models were more sought after due to its reliability status compared to
its similar 4 cylinder 8 OHV brother the 4JG2-t. The later 3. The 4JG2 is an indirect injection
engine and was upgraded from mechanical injection to electronically controlled mechanical
injection. While the Landwind looks like the Rodeo it is not an Isuzu vehicle. The Cameo using a
2. The transmission was 5-speed manual with rear wheel drive only. The equipment is the same
as in the TF and the only body style available is a five-door wagon. In , Isuzu Thailand decided
to have a major change for Cameo and gave it new name Vega, equipped with four-wheel drive
only. It was introduced with 2. In addition, it connected with a choice of 5-speed manual and
"Technomatics" 4-speed automatic controlled by the TCM system Transmission Control

Module. The driver can manually choose style of driving by "Normal mode" and "Power mode".
North American and European sales began shortly thereafter. In , Isuzu added the optional 3.
The Amigo made a comeback in the US for after a three-year hiatus with the second generation
model alongside the redesigned Rodeo. The Amigo was originally only available only as a soft
top with a five-speed transmission. Standard rear-mounted spare tire, ABS, and removable
sunroof rounded out the feature set. Fender flares and special inch wheels were available on the
V6 and 4WD models. The Rodeo could also be optioned with a rear-mounted spare tire and its
own inch wheels on higher trim packages. A new 2. From a technical perspective, the Rodeo
and Amigo were built with a rigid frame that has eight crossmembers. Front suspension has
independent lower and upper arms, with a solid rear axle. The Rodeo and Amigo 4WD models
came with a modified Dana 44 rear axle and push-button four-wheel drive. They also had a
traditional floor mounted lever for switching from high- to low-range. Underneath, both vehicles
came with protective skid plates as a standard feature. In October , the U. Vehicles with more
severe corrosion would have a reinforcement bracket installed. In some cases, corrosion was
so severe that repairs could not be made, resulting in Isuzu and Honda purchasing vehicles
from the owners. The final MU rolled of the assembly line on June 5, However, with the closure
of the Vauxhall Luton plant the decision to move was reversed. In the new model series was
introduced with a choice of 2. Further modifications were carried out on the diesel engine post,
with the final version to be fitted in the marque being the 2. This model met the Euro 3
Emissions standard. This time, both three- and five-door bodies were offeredâ€”now produced
in the US. Although the Frontera Sport came in just one specification, the five-door wagon
offered base, S and SE trims. Holden facelifted the model in with a revised front grille and front
bumper, reshaped headlamps and new taillamp lenses. In late , a second upgrade arrived,
bringing reductions in engine noise, the fitment of an electronic throttle, a change to the SE
model's ABS calibration to bring improvements to dirt road performance, and several interior
upgrades. Holden discontinued the Frontera Sport in June The five-door wagon continued until ,
with enough production stockpiled to last until mid, but it was ultimately semi-replaced with the
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you head away from the Tarmac regularly. But, overall, a Freelander has a much better blend of
abilities. Inside, too, things are far from great. For the driver and front-seat passenger, the
shallow footwells make things uncomfortable, and the cheap-looking interior is disappointing, if
durable. On the plus side, there's as much space in the back as in the Freelander, but getting
there is tricky. The only saving grace is the boot, which is much bigger than a Freelander's,
although even that is spoilt by the side-opening tailgate. What Car? These cookies are
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makers have always tried to take a fast track into new categories to make a quick buck. And
while the current demand for SUVs and crossovers is the strongest it's ever been, Vauxhall
attempted to make an impact with its own SUV model in the s. The Vauxhall Frontera was the
product of another misguided partnership, this time between Vauxhall's parent firm General
Motors and Japanese maker Isuzu. The MU wasn't just used by Vauxhall, though, because the
car was sold across the globe under assorted names. Then there were the badge engineered
models, starting with the Vauxhall Frontera. And finally, there was the Honda Jazz. But this was
one car where Made In Britain didn't spell a quality product. The Frontera was rushed to market,
and with woeful on-road handling, and a range of thirsty and unreliable petrol and diesel

engines, the car didn't have many redeeming features at all. Poor handling, whether you chose
a short or long wheelbase version, was just part of the story. A bouncy ride meant the car was
uncomfortable, too. The cabin was cramped on the short-wheelbase model, while the boot was
compromised by a side-hinged tailgate. You'd be lucky to get more than 20mpg through regular
driving - that's if you had the car back from the garage long enough to drive it, because the only
off-roading most Fronteras would do would be up on jacks to get it repaired. The first Frontera
was built from , and despite its poor reputation, it was replaced by a second-generation model.
That car was marginally better than the original, but it also had too many faults to be taken
seriously. The Frontera name was consigned to the history books in , while its replacement, the
Vauxhall Antara , arrived in New all-electric Hyundai Ioniq 5 arrives to take on Tesla. Skip to
Content Skip to Footer. Features Home Features The worst cars ever made. Vauxhall Frontera
Currently reading Introduction 1. Austin Allegro 3. Chrysler PT Cruiser Convertible 4.
SsangYong Rodius 5. Alfa Romeo Arna 6. Rover CityRover 7. Morris Marina 8. Reliant Robin 9.
FSO Polonez Vauxhall Frontera See all pages. Top 10 worst cars ever 1. Vauxhall Frontera.
Continue Reading 1 Introduction Unreliable, ugly and terrible to drive: these are the worst cars
ever made. It had the performance of a sleepy vole and the structural integrity of your slippers.
Austin Allegro A worst car classic, the Austin Allegro provokes nostalgic smirks from those
who remember it and fits of furious anger from past owners. SsangYong Rodius Clearly
designed last thing on Friday during a power cut, the SsangYong Rodius is one of the
oddest-looking machines of the modern era. Morris Marina The Morris Marina is that rare thing,
a truly bad car that was a sales success. Reliant Robin The butt of countless jokes, the Reliant
Robin was missing more than a wheel and will be remember as one of the worst cars ever.
Vauxhall Frontera - currently reading An early crossover SUV, the Vauxhall Frontera was ahead
of its time in some ways, but horribly behind in others. Share this on Twitter Share this on
Facebook Email. Most Popular. Mercedes C-Class. The fifth-generation Mercedes C-Class
features a range of petrol, diesel and plug-in powertrains, with high performance AMG models
set to follow in 20â€¦. Spanish brands plan to launch a smaller electric hatchback which will
share underpinnings with the upcoming Volkswagen ID. Skip to Header Skip to Content.
Vauxhall launched these three and five-door off-roaders in late into a market deep in recession,
yet they were immediately a smash hit. Sales of GTi-style cars had crashed after insurance
companies pushed premiums through the roof. Suddenly, all those twenty-something buyers
needed a new type of vehicle to turn their attentions to and they found it in the Frontera. The
Frontera comes in two forms that appeal to two different buyer groups. The Tonka-toy looks of
the three-door are as irresistible to as many people as the five-door junior Range Rover styling.
The engines are a successful mix of European and Japanese, like the styling. There were three
models at the October launch - a 2. The first change came in September when the 2. The model
retained the Sport name but gained electric mirrors and windows. Apart from a couple of very
limited-run special editions and a short-lived but desirable open-topped Sport version, there
were no further changes until April when new engines arrived, including a 2. For the model year,
driver and passenger airbags became available and the 2. A new dashboard lifted the
appearance of the interior and addressed all the ergonomic criticisms that had been thrown at it
since the launch. The line-up was replaced by an all-new range including a V6 derivative in
October This featured more modern styling and a new 2. The 2. This 3. Late saw further changes
to the Frontera line up, with a V-shaped grille, clear light lenses and new designs of alloy wheels
adopted. The Olympus models, previously special editions, were subsumed into the mainstream
range whilst the 3. By early it was all up for the Frontera. You don't get full-time four-wheel
drive. No, these are Suzuki Vitara-style off-roaders. Most of the time, the Frontera is a rear-wheel
drive machine but you can change to four-wheel drive quickly enough. The main advantage with
cars of this type is the ability to see over the cars queued ahead of you and to anticipate
hold-ups. The interiors are a bit boring to look at but are usually full of equipment to make the
journey less tiring. Many cars have electric windows, central locking and a sunroof as well as a
good sound system. Please fill in the form here for an exact up-to-date information. For a time
the Frontera had a bad name for quality with owners descending en masse on Vauxhall HQ to
complain. Mechanicals are generally tough, though like the interiors, so there's no major
concern with the durability of either. But look out for leaky rear doors, oil leaks, rattly
crankshafts, clattery camshafts and noisy wheel bearings. Be careful, as always, with the turbo
diesels. If the engine has had a hard life it'll blow lots of smoke, even when warm. Turbo rotor
seals are vulnerable to abuse so get the car checked by someone who knows what to look for.
Better to be safe With any off-roader, the most important thing is to check that the vehicle hasn't
been badly abused if it's gone off the beaten track. Scuff marks on the paint, small dents and
touched-up black paint on the bull-bar if fitted are all tell-tale signs that your chosen machine
has spent some time off the bitumen. All are OK, just something to help get the price down a

little. Based on a Frontera 2. Or perhaps off the road? The Frontera isn't really at its best either
way. It does a fair job both in the mud and in Sainsbury's car park but suffers from being a bit of
a compromised vehicle. The weight is considerable, with that heavy transmission to carry
around, but most of it is down low in the vehicle so stability is not as bad as some top-heavy
rivals. You'll notice it's slightly truck-like to drive, if you've come from, say, a GTi, but then you
can't drive your hot hatch through a muddy field, can you? Like all vehicles of the type, be
prepared to accept that the Frontera wasn't really designed to sit quietly and be totally stable at
80mph on the M1 and you'll be more forgiving of its limitations. Neither fish nor fowl. It wants to
be a real off-roader but hasn't got the ground clearance or full-time transmission. Equally, it's a
littl
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e too unrefined to cut it as a motorway cruiser or easy-to-drive shopping car. Best to think of it
as a handsome and full-size toy-car and one that has the ability to cope with most things you
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