Wiring diagram fender telecaster

This guide will show you how to wire a Telecaster. The Telecaster was the first commercially
produced guitar in the world. Way back in , Leo Fender's first creation, the Esquire evolved into
the Broadcaster in before finally settling on the Telecaster name. This guide is based on our
Telecaster wiring kit and the components therein. There is a wiring diagram at the end of the
article and we recommend you study it carefully before starting. Tinning the components before
makes for an easier and more reliable solder connection - both electronically and mechanically.
Solder melts at substantially lower temperatures but you need to make sure the component gets
hot enough to allow the solder to flow into the joint you are creating. Assuming you have
already removed the control plate from your guitar, assemble the components as per the below
photo. The two CTS pots need to be facing each other. The pot nearest the switch is the volume
control while the second pot is the tone control. With regards to the switch, it doesnt matter
which way it sits in the control plate - it will work the same whichever way round you place it.
We'll start off by grounding - the third terminal of the volume pot needs to be grounded - to do
this, fill the eyelet with solder and let it cool. Then bend the terminal back onto the pot casing.
Hold your soldering iron onto the pot casing to warm the area and flow solder in to complete the
joint. Alternatively, just use a wire running from the eyelet and solder this to the pot casing. See
the below photos for reference. Next - lay down the ground wire connecting the two pots
together - start of by tinning the side of the pots by warming the area and flowing a small puddle
of solder onto the pot casing. Then, using either the black cloth wire provided or some tinned
copper wire connect the two pots together. NOTE - this step is not essential if you are using a
metal control plate. The pots are grounded by the control plate. The easiest method is to use a
single wire running from the top of the switch continuously to the input lug on the volume pot.
Using the cream cloth wire provided, pull the cloth back 5cm or so until you have enough bare
wire underneath. Follow the below 3 way switch wiring schematic and solder the end of the wire
to the furthest switch terminal lug 1 on the diagram , then lug 2, then 7 and finally 8. The wire
running from the switch gets connected to the input terminal of the volume pot - in the same
eyelet you will solder the wire running to the temrinal directly opposite on the tone control, as
well as the treble bleed if you are using one. Before connecting the jack - lets add the capacitor.
We are using a 0. Most capacitors in guitar wiring are not polarised, so it does not matter which
way round you put it. In a Telecaster, one lead gets soldered to the middle terminal of the tone
control and the other lead gets grounded. Take 15cm of black cloth wire and solder it to the
ground lug the inner ring is always the ground on a jack. Once cooled, cover the joint with the
heat shrink tubing. Not only does this create a more durable jack, it insulates and protects the
joints from coming into contact with any shielding materials copper foil, shielding paint etc You
can also use this tubing to keep both of the jack's lead wires together until they break away to
their different solder points in the circuit. With the jack completed, solder the ground black wire
to the back of the tone or volume control pot and the live cream wire to the output lug of the
volume pot. This is the middle lug. That's the Telecaster harness completed. Now you simply
have to connect your pickups to the correct terminals follow the diagram below on the 3 way
switch, connect the groud wire running to the bridge and reassemble your guitar. Telecaster
wiring is actually quite simple - as long as you are skilled enough with a soldering iron and have
a good, clear and easy to read wiring diagram then you shouldn't have any problems at all. This
is the simple 3 way Telecaster wiring, the guitar's classical form but there are many other
options to explore - Premier Guitar have a great guide on possible Telecaster wiring mods or we
have a range of different wiring diagrams specifically suited for Telecaster wiring, including the
4 way mod, wiring in series as well as some vintage setups. To wire a reverse Telecaster control
plate so the 3 way switch is on the far side, away from your hand we have a wiring guide on how
to do this. All of the components used in this guide can be found in our guitar electronics
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the circuit as streamlined shapes, and the power and also signal links in between the devices. A
wiring diagram typically offers info concerning the family member setting and also plan of tools
as well as terminals on the devices, to help in structure or servicing the device. A photographic
layout would certainly show much more detail of the physical look, whereas a wiring diagram
utilizes a more symbolic symbols to emphasize affiliations over physical look. A wiring diagram
is usually utilized to repair issues and to earn certain that all the links have been made as well
as that everything is present. File Type: JPG. Source: pinterest. Collection of fender telecaster 3
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right clicking on the image. A very first look at a circuit representation could be complex, yet if
you could check out a metro map, you can check out schematics. The objective is the very
same: obtaining from factor A to direct B. Literally, a circuit is the course that enables electricity
to flow. Voltage: Determined in volts V , voltage is the pressure or pressure of electrical energy.
This is generally provided by a battery such as a 9V battery or keys electrical energy, the
electrical outlets in your home run at V. Electrical outlets in other countries run at a different
voltage, which is why you need a converter when traveling. Existing: Existing is the circulation
of electricity, or even more especially, the circulation of electrons. It is determined in Amperes
Amps , and also can only flow when a voltage supply is attached. Resistance: Measured in
Ohms R or O , resistance specifies how conveniently electrons could stream through a material.
Materials such as gold or copper, are called conductors, as they quickly enable flow of activity
reduced resistance. Plastic, wood, and air are examples of insulators, preventing the activity of
electrons high resistance. DC Straight Current. DC is a continual circulation of present in one
direction. DC can flow not simply via conductors, yet semi-conductors, insulators, or even a
vacuum. Air Conditioner Rotating Current. In Air Conditioner, the flow of existing regularly
alternates in between two instructions, usually developing a sine wave. The regularity of Air
Conditioning is measured in Hertz Hz , as well as is typically 60 Hz for power in property and
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diagram. A wiring diagram is a simplified conventional photographic depiction of an electrical
circuit. It shows the parts of the circuit as simplified forms, as well as the power and signal
connections in between the tools. A wiring diagram usually offers details regarding the loved
one setting as well as plan of tools and also terminals on the gadgets, to aid in building or
servicing the device. A pictorial representation would certainly show a lot more detail of the
physical appearance, whereas a wiring diagram utilizes a much more symbolic symbols to
stress affiliations over physical appearance. A wiring diagram is frequently made use of to fix
issues and also to earn sure that the links have been made which everything exists. Variety of
fender telecaster 3 way switch wiring diagram. Click on the image to enlarge, and then save it to
your computer by right clicking on the image. Architectural electrical wiring representations
show the approximate areas and also affiliations of receptacles, illumination, as well as
long-term electric services in a structure. Adjoining cord courses could be shown around,
where certain receptacles or fixtures must be on a typical circuit. Electrical wiring
representations make use of conventional signs for electrical wiring devices, normally various
from those utilized on schematic representations. The electric signs not only show where
something is to be installed, however additionally exactly what type of tool is being set up. A
surface ceiling light is revealed by one icon, a recessed ceiling light has a various symbol, as
well as a surface area fluorescent light has one more sign. Each sort of switch has a different
sign as well as so do the different outlets. There are icons that show the place of smoke alarm,
the buzzer chime, and thermostat. On huge projects signs might be phoned number to reveal,
as an example, the panel board and also circuit to which the tool attaches, as well as to identify

which of numerous types of fixture are to be installed at that area. A set of electrical wiring
diagrams might be called for by the electric examination authority to authorize link of the
residence to the public electric supply system. Electrical wiring layouts will certainly
additionally consist of panel routines for breaker panelboards, and riser layouts for unique
solutions such as fire alarm system or shut circuit tv or various other unique solutions.
Facebook 0 Tweet 0 Pin 0. If you're repairing or modifying your instrument or simply need some
replacement part numbers, these lists and diagrams should help you get started. The model list
is, for the most part, of instruments currently in production. This list is by no means
comprehensive, and documentation for other models will be posted as it becomes available.
Note: Modifications to an existing Fender instrument currently under warranty, or service
performed on a Fender instrument currently under warranty by any person other than
authorized Fender service centers and technicians holding a certificate of warranty service
authorization for the period during which the work was performed, will void the instrument
warranty. Note: Most of our older guitar parts lists, wiring diagrams and switching control
function diagrams predate formatting which would allow us to make them available on this page
as PDF files. If you do not find the list or diagram for your specific instrument on this page, we
may still be able to furnish you with a "hard" copy from our archive. You may check the
availability of older material by contacting Fender's Consumer Relations Department by phone
at If we have the document you seek, we're happy to send you a copy. The table below lists
instruments by model name, part number and document revision date: Note: All part numbers
and specifications in each document are subject to revision, change or discontinuation without
notice. Discussion in ' Just Pickups ' started by noiseordinance , Feb 13, Telecaster Guitar
Forum. Win a Broadcaster or one of 3 Teles! The annual Supporting Member Giveaway is on. To
enter Click Here. To see all the prizes and full details Click Here. To view the thread about the
giveaway Click Here. Feb 13, 1. Age: 39 Posts: Hey there. I have an American Special that came
with Texas Specials, and the previous owner removed them. I'm thinking about putting the back
in, but can't seem to find a wiring diagram. The guitar currently has a 3 way switch installed, for
what it's worth. Anyone have any pointers? Feb 13, 2. Posts: This is a good start:. Feb 13, 3. Feb
13, 4. I wasn't really impressed with the Texas Specials. What do you have in the guitar now?
How is the American Special different in terms of wiring from a Standard Strat? Feb 13, 5. Posts:
9, Under the assumption that this is a Telecaster? If both are two wire, a standard Tele wiring
should do. If the neck pickup has three wires, you can wire a 4 way switch for the series option.
If you want the series option and the neck pickup only has two wires. You will have to run a
separate ground for the cover. Any or all these wiring diagrams can be found at the Seymour
Duncan site or just google "standard Telecaster wiring" and log on to images. Good luck, have
fun! Feb 13, 6. Posts: 10, I'm thinkin' Tele Blacks are ground, also the yellow neck lead goes to
ground. So YOUR yellow bridge to switch, white neck to switch. Diagram would be the way the
switch is, just stay with however the pots and cap are. Feb 13, 7. That's what I did. With this
diagram you have the pickups wired in series in the middle position. I also put a treble bleed in
there. I think they are great pickups. GuitarKaos likes this. Feb 14, 8. Thanks for the info, guys.
And my bad, telecaster is correct. I desoldered the prior pickups and am looking to solder in the
Texas Specials. A few extra questions before starting. There are currently two caps wired to the
tone pot one that is tiny, labeled Y5U M and bridges two posts, and another that is larger and
labeled Z5U M that grounds the third post. Most diagrams I see only have the single cap that is
used to ground the third post. Additionally, you can see that my 3-way selector is wired
differently than the one in the Texas Special diagram above. Should I just desolder everything
as currently wired, and wire as closely as possible to the Texas Special diagram above? I've
attached a few photos of the current setup. JPG File size: Feb 14, 9. I would just wire the three
neck leads and the two bridge leads as you see them on the diagram I posted, keeping it regular
tele 3 way. So you only have two leads to go to the switch, then ground the other three to the
back of the vol. If you want to go easy route on your grounds, that being not have to mess with
soldering on a pot and ruining it, cut that black jumper about 1 inch up from the vol. Snip the
other end of it the black wire on the tone pot as close to the solder as you can. Not to mention it
is a sad looking solder job. Somebody did a grease bucket to your tone pot not that that is a bad
thing or anything to do with a pup swap:. Last edited: Feb 14, Feb 14, Feb 15, Posts: 1, Maybe
stick with the Fender American Special Telecaster diagram. Greasebucket in all its glory.
Thanks for the reply, guys! I think I'll just keep the grease bucket and roll with the diagram in
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ng above. Last question; it appears that my tele only has one ground screw attached to the
bottom of the control cavity, but does not have one at the bottom of the pickup cavity. Is that ok
to bypass? Age: 75 Posts: I just removed my Texas specials and put a pair of Vintage in. Much
prefer them. The pole stagger on the Texas Specials were giving me loud 3rd and 4th strings
and a very weak 1st. The Vintage set have pole pieces that are the same height and give a much
better string balance and a warmer tone. Now that found the joys of four and five-way switching,
I couldn't go back to three-way. I have the control cavity and the pick-up cavities lined with
self-adhesive copper shielding plus the underside of the pickguard - all grounded to the volume
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