Xj cb radio install

A CB radio is an indispensable tool for any Jeep trail ride. Without one, how are you going to
heckle your buddy two vehicles up for the poor line he just took? Jeeps have some unique
requirements compared to other vehicles when it comes to picking a CB radio and antenna
setup. You need heavy-duty equipment that can withstand vibrations and open-air conditions.
And because most Jeeps cabs are on the smaller size, those massive cinderblock sized radios
well, it seems like it at least just aren't going to cut it. You need something smaller. Here at
Right Channel Radios, we specialize in Jeep and 4x4 CBs - and know exactly what will work well
for your vehicle. We'll cover everything you need to know below. The tire carrier is one of the
most popular places to mount an antenna. It's especially an attractive choice for JK Jeeps, as
there's a special JK mounting bracket that fits those vehicles perfectly. If you're mounting to a
swing out tire carrier on non-JK models, it's crucial to make sure the tire carrier arm is
grounded to the vehicle. Often, the swing hinge prevents the arm from grounding to the vehicle.
And without a good ground, your CB antenna simply won't work. So use a multimeter to make
sure there's a solid ground. For those who don't mind drilling new holes, a standard 3-way or
side mount are also commonly used. Many of the mounts mentioned above are finished with a
black powder coat, which gives them a nice factory finish. However, this coat prevents the
antenna from grounding properly. If you don't take the necessary steps to ensure your mount
allows your antenna to ground, your CB performance will be abysmal. Here's what you need to
do. Make sure to scrape off the powder coating in two places:. Sound confusing? Don't worry.
We include steps on how to do this in all our Jeep CB kits, and have also included pictures of
how this looks below. Mounting the antenna on the rear of the Jeep - either on the tire carrier,
tub or bumper - is probably the most popular location drivers choose. And it's not a bad option!
The antenna is out of the way in the back, protected from overhanging brush, and there are a
number of vehicle specific mounts for rear mounting. But you do need to be careful of two
things when mounting in the rear. If you don't have at least this much showing, you're likely
going to have some noticeable performance issues. Without getting too technical, CB antennas
use a vehicle's metal chassis to send and receive a signal. So when the antenna can't see much
metal as is the case when mounted on the back behind a fiberglass topper , it can't function
nearly as well. You're likely to get SWR in the 1. But it's something to be informed about when
making your decision. Mounting to the rear bumper can be a tempting option, but is one you
should probably avoid. When mounting on the rear tire carrier, the antenna may be blocked by
the Jeep's cab, but it's usually mounted high enough to clear the roofline and offer reasonable
performance. But when mounting to the low bumper, it's usually difficult to get the antenna high
enough to perform well. And even if you use a long 5' antenna, most of the antenna's length will
be below the roofline, and you're likely to have some performance issues. While the rear
bumper isn't ideal, mounting to the front bumper can work well from a performance issue if you
use a 4' or longer antenna. The antenna will have plenty of open room, as well as being able to
"see" the metal from the hood to use as a ground plane to send and receive a signal. Mounting
along the hood channel is another convenient option, and like the front bumper mount gives the
antenna more free room to operate from. Jeep hood mounts are fairly unique in the auto world,
and most universal hood CB mounts won't work. Fiberglass antennas are hands-down the best
option when it comes to Jeep installations. Unlike center-load antennas which break easily, a
good fiberglass antenna will be able to withstand the rigors and impacts of off-road use. Magnet
mount antenna can be a viable option for Jeeps with solid, metal tops. It's built extremely well
here in the good ol' USA, tunes up nicely and has a 5-year warranty. These thin and highly
flexible antennas offer much more "give" than stiffer antennas like the Firestik FS, and are
perfect if you do a lot of trail rides with overhanging brush, trees, etc and need something that
can get bent in just about any direction. But like anything else, there's a trade-off. Flexible
antennas like the Wilson FLEX won't give nearly as good of performance as a thicker, more
standard fiberglass models. If your really want something flexible, we'd recommend the FLEX.
Otherwise, stick with the proven Firestik FS. If you do decide to use a FLEX antenna, we'd
strongly recommend mounting it on the hood or front bumper. Mounting it to the rear of the
Jeep will likely exacerbate the performance issues flexible antennas have due to the reasons we
discussed above in "Rear Mounting Performance Considerations". When it comes to length,
we'd recommend a 4' antenna for your Jeep. This tends to be enough to clear the roofline for
most back-end installs, offers noticeably better performance than a 3' antenna but isn't so long
as to severely cause clearance issues. If you're mounting on the front bumper or hood mount,
you can probably get away with a 3' antenna - but we still recommend the 4' for the increased
range. While range will vary based on conditions and other factors, you'll get approximately
miles range with a 3' and miles with a 4' fiberglass antenna on your Jeep. As we mentioned
earlier, an antenna spring can be installed which allows the antenna to flex at the mount point.
Sometimes you'll run into issues where a spring mounted antenna will start oscillating and

repeatedly hitting the back of your Jeep - enough to drive you mad after about yards. When
considering radios to recommend to Jeepers, we strongly consider size, performance and
durability. And given these criteria, two radios have emerged as being extremely well suited for
Jeeps - the Cobra 75 and the Uniden The Cobra 75 is the 1 radio we sell to Jeep owners. If you
regularly ride with other Jeep owners, you've almost certainly seen one in action before. It's an
all-in-one unit that contains the radio components in the microphone assembly. So instead of
having to find space to mount a huge CB unit, you only have to worry about mounting a
microphone. In addition to it's tiny footprint, it's insanely well built and can withstand just about
any use and abuse. We sell equipment to a lot of mining companies who really beat up their
equipment. The radio they order time and again? The Uniden Now, the isn't a show horse and
doesn't have many features - it's a pretty bare-bones system. It's big brother - the Uniden offers PA public address capabilities if that's important to you. But beyond that, the features are
pretty much the same. But that's the beauty of the radio. A small, bombproof model that doesn't
have a bunch of dials you may never need. If you have the choice, we recommend RG8X coax
cable for Jeep installs. Ring-style coax is also popular with Jeep installs, as it tends to hold up
to the elements a bit better than standard metal PL barrel connections. And if you have the
choice to use a coax cable with a FME connector, do it! Without it, you might have to make any
drilled routing holes much larger to accommodate the bulky ring or barrel style coax ends.
Hopefully this guide was helpful, and you know have a much better idea of what will work well
for your Jeep! Listed below is a cheat-sheet of all the equipment we mentioned, from complete
Jeep packages to our favorite individual components. Our most popular compact CB! Features
an all-in-one unit and a very clean installation. Our top-pick for an incredibly durable, compact
and surprisingly affordable CB radio. Recommended Products. Add to Cart. Why a CB radio?
I've been looking for an excuse to buy one since listening to the song Convoy as a boy, but do I
really need one? To communicate on the trail, most 4-wheelers use a CB Citizen's Band radio.
It's used by spotters to help you through a tough spot, by the trail boss to explain the
geographic history of a scenic area during a tour, and it's used to keep the group together for
safety. There are many other reasons to have a radio, but those few were enough to get me
shopping. My objective in purchasing one was to minimize the cost and size. It's really small,
lightweight, and inexpensive. Good enough. I temporarily mounted the CB radio here and there
inside the Cherokee to test functionality and ease of installation. I tried above the rear view
mirror, on the passenger side of the transmission tunnel, and in front of the driver's right knee. I
liked it above the rear view mirror; it was out of the way and the bottom-located speaker pointed
toward me. It seemed trucker-like, too There were a couple of negatives to putting the radio
here, however. In this high location, the microphone cord hangs in the driver's view. With the
microphone disconnected most of the time, this would be a problem only on the trail, but still
not ideal. The routing of the power and antenna cables also proved to be a road block for me. It
is possible to route these through the headliner and down the A-pillar the roof pillar between the
windshield and the front-most window , but not easy. From the driver's perspective, mounting
the radio on the passenger side of the transmission tunnel was good. Routing power and
antenna cables would be easy from there, the microphone cable wouldn't be in the way and the
radio would be in easy sight. There's so little room in the cab, though, I couldn't take away from
the passenger. On long trips, there always seems to be more than enough junk collecting under
foot and I knew the radio would not be a welcome addition. I was hesitant to put the radio in
front of my right knee --what seemed to be the most logical and ergonomic location --because I
thought it would interfere and be a constant irritant. Not so. The radio doesn't touch my leg and
has been never been a bother while street or trail driving. It was easy to install, wire and
connect. It's also really easy to access the controls. Using my knee as a rest, I can adjust the
radio even on rough roads. There's a negative to the low radio placement. The speaker points
toward the floor and isn't as easy to hear as it would have been in the overhead location. There
is no provision for an external speaker, but I can hear it regardless. Perhaps one day I'll figure
out a way to route the CB radio output through the stereo system. The first step was to make
sure there was a suitably strong location on the lower valance of the Cherokee for the mounting
bracket. It was also a concern that the radio be mounted low enough to be visually out of the
way, but high enough to not interfere with my feet. The specifics of this installation apply
through the model year. The Cherokee was redesigned for the through models. Make sure you
aren't going to drill into anything important by feeling behind the valance with your hand. If you
want to see what's back there, go for it. It's possible to wedge your head far enough into the
footwell to get a look behind the lower dash area, but it's not comfortable. Instead, loosen the
valance to get a better look behind. The valance extends the entire width of the cab, but it's not
necessary to remove the whole thing. Remove the screws on the driver's side and in the center
behind the ashtray , and you'll be able to pull it away enough to see behind it from above.

Reinforcing the plastic is a metal strip. Of course, mounting the radio to the metal would be
stronger, but it would have moved the radio location too low for my liking. I decided that the
plastic would be strong enough to hold the feather-weight CB. I simply drilled a couple of holes
and bolted on the bracket. The quick-mount bracket leaves quite a bit of room wasted above the
radio, so I decided to drill new holes see image detail in the metal arms. With the new holes, the
radio is tight against the dash. Rather than cut them off, I left the original mounting ears in case
the installation requirements should ever change. They hang down a bit, but are not in the way.
The fuse panel has some empty spots for both switched and unswitched power. I chose to use a
switched connection to help prevent accidental battery drain. It's easy enough to connect the
hot red lead. I crimped on a spade connector and plugged it in. You can see the plug location in
the image, circled in yellow in the upper left corner. The CB power wire is red and has a white
fuse holder connected to it lower left corner of the image. If I ever need to use the CB while the
ignition is off, I can just change the connection to an unswitched slot. Lastly, the ground wire
needs to be connected to the body somehow and there are any number of places to do so. I
removed the plastic body panel near the parking brake and found a suitable screw. I attached
the ground black wire to the screw with a round crimp connector. Antenna design and theory is
an art and I won't pretend to know anything more than this: tune your antenna. If you don't want
to buy a tuner this may be the only time you use it , contact your local 4x4 club and ask if any
member has a tuner. The Radio Shack antenna I purchased is a dual purpose antenna and has
to be adjusted for maximum performance. In fact, an improperly tuned antenna can damage
your radio. An impossibly perfect reading is 1. Higher SWR numbers mean that some or a lot of
radio power is being reflected back, either wasted as meaningless radio emissions or as
radio-damaging power. My inexpensive, but well designed, antenna tuned to a very good 1. As a
licensed Amateur Radio operator, I can't believe that CB radio performance is so poor, though
there are things that can be done to help make it better. Again, antenna tuning is the first and
best way to improve radio performance. Tuning it, in addition to the above reasons, will also
expose gross installation problems: a bad cable, a bad antenna, or a bad antenna location.
Bryan noticed on the trail that--though others could--he couldn't hear those furthest away,
especially the trail-leader. The tuner confirmed he had problems a bad cable and a bad
mounting location. My system works as well as can be expected, mostly due to a well designed,
low SWR antenna and the antenna's location on top of my XJ roof. The roof provides an
excellent ground plane to help transmission and reception. A ground plane is a flat reflective
surface, like steel or water, that helps improve the performance of some designs of antennas.
On Project BrYJ , the best performance was realized by placing the antenna in the center of the
hood. The hood's flat metal surface improved reception distance from a few hundred yards to a
couple of miles. Buy a cheap radio and an excellent antenna. Install them properly and you'll be
able to communicate successfully with your friends on the trail. Replacement MAF unit.. Gen1
cigarette lighter port. Sway Bar delete.. Copyright c OutdoorWire, Inc and MUIRNet Consulting All Rights Reserved, no part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without express
written permission You may link freely to this site, but no further use is allowed without the
express written permission of the owner of this material. All corporate trademarks are the
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sanding of the powdercoat will be required for proper antenna grounding. Year: Side: Driver
side Passenger side. Looking for answers to common questions about us or our products? See
our FAQ here. I snuggled the taillight bolts before drilling the body holes. Write a Review. All
fields are required except "location". Your email is for verification purposes only and will NOT
be published or shared. See our Privacy Policy. Thank you for your review! Notify me when my
review is approved. Mateo Vargas Saginaw, Mi May 14th, I love this mount. I was in the market
for a CB antenna that required no drilling into my Jeep. Also because I have a 5ft antenna I
wanted to put my antenna somewhere it would not smack into my Jeep risking a window break
or snapping my antenna and off to the side is a perfect spot for that. The cup design allows you
to sling mud and water without bunking up your antenna cables as well. Tom otoole CO
December 12th, Seems heavy duty although it mounts between your rear tail light housing and
body where those mount. It causes a significant gap at the top of the housing al
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lowing water and debris into the tail light. It also is so thick when I shut my tail gate it began
chaffing and slightly cracking the edging of the tailgate above the tail light. Removed before
even installing my antenna into it. Works perfect and i love how close it hugs the body. Great
product, fit well on my 99xj, clean and simple design! I ended up ordering an additional one for

my flsg! I purchased this when i kept bending, or breaking other mounts. This one is stout!
Bounced off a few trees and it held up great. Still looks new. Buy once Buy right! This mount is
very stout. The problem I encountered is that it hits my liftgate when shut. It is mounted flush
behind the light, so it is not due to mislocation on my part. It is mounted flush behind the light
so it is not due to mislocation on my part. Great product. Easy installation and very stout. I
added two washers to the bottom bolt and it evened out the gap. They should send with a
spacer of some sort. Bacon, and this cb mount.

